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fellow-feeling for the poor, Ho docs noV de-
ilotnce the rich, nor does the evangelist
Luke. The unity of the chapter is the
thoughit of the rei4ponsibilities of wealth.
Its parables arc peculiar to Lukce.
I. The Steward'a Conduot, 1-8.

V. 1. Also;- connecting it with the foregoing
as a part of Ohrist's teaching. Disciple..
Not merely the Twelve, but the large num-
ber of Hfis followers, soine of whom were
probably ricli. A certain rich. man. A part
of the figure of the parable. It is useless te
ask whio ho was. À stewvard; one whio had
charge of his property. In Palestine, riches
consisted eliiefly of landis and herds of cattie
or ilocks of she.cp. The te.ward would let
the ]and Vo simail fariners and would have
fuli power to net as hie chose. Often a
a steward Nvas a suparfor slave, but prc>bably
not here. J'lirmaccused -do him. The charge
was true, though the idea ie conveyed that,
the accusation wvas made behind tho steward's
back. Tuiat he lLad wasU'd. IlWliether hy
fraud or extravagant living is noV indicated.
The one is apt to lead Vo the other."1

-V. 2. Itu' i3 it. t lWhat is this that I
hoard ?" (Rev. Ver.) ; the sharp, steril
question of oxie who had made up bis niind.
Give an accout; on the account o! money
spent ad à]il the bills and documents which
are to ho now pnssed over into otIier.bands.
No longer stevard. The master had exainined
the charges and discovered the dishionesty.
The steward liad heen Nveighied in the bal-
ance and found wanting.

V. 3. Said ivvUdn ltirnsdf,, what sliail I do?
There is no sigli cf truc sorrow or repentance.
WVe se the sharper trying Vo, make the best
of a fate that hoe must have expected sooner
or laitor. Takctk away. It is not gone until
the account hins been rendered and s o las
time to inako sonie provision. I havc ?lot
s1rt-ig1& bo <ig (Rcv. Ver.). A ln twr
hoe -%otld noV havo a trade ; and niow that
hoe is about Vo ho eject-ed froin. his post of
trust, tho only work lie thinks of is tliat of
a day-laborer. To beg I arn aqltanied. 1V
would ho a severe blow Vo his pride for the
former steward Vo stoop to begging.

«V. 4. XIam rcolved wluut 10 do. The only
thing open for hM is to fail backc on thle
help of hie friends.. and so ho Must get ns%
many as possible. 27tiy uayrcceiiemc. The
steward is thinking aloud and has in mind
people whom, we do not meet tili the nexb
verse. Ho will find refuge wvith them, evea
if it ho but ten;porarily.

V. 5. De.,,; the men who rentcd the
land and paid for iV in kind. The steward
would have given each a. memiorandumn-and
perhiaps bis accounit wvas kept partly i bis
own hcad, so that hoe could change itat wvill,
and wlicn they showed thieir bills to tl'e
next steward, none would ho the wiser.
How much owcst thou ? Ferliaps just an un-
necessary question stich as one often opens
a conversation with. Or ]ho may. have
wvished te impress on themn what they owed
tobhim.

V. 6. An hundred rneasures o.f oil. The
«bath" 1' as a liqiuid mensure of abciit 81

gallons. Probably 100 mensures of oit would
he worth nearly $450. ,Sit dowvn quickly.
lis master is justly angry. The case is
urgent; there is no time te ho lost. J Frite
downy fifty. Hebrew numerals were letters
of thîe alphabet, and a very slighit change
ivould turn 100 into 50 or 80.

V.T 7. An hundred ineasures of idhcat. Tlîe
homer"' was a Uehrew measure equal te

about 10 of our bushoels. The value of " an
bundred mensures"1 of wheat would ho
hetween $500 and $600. Olive oul aiid wheat
were the two great coin)modities of Pales-tine.

V. S. His Lord coiirneiidcd (11ev. Ver.).
He may have said with a bitter sinile-
'l W, at a clever knave 1" :Not that, ho gave

in high praise as a man. Wiseiy; pru-
dently for himself, cleverly. Iror. Jesus
new proceeds Vo, apply the parable. TIhe
children of thi orld ie Vhe Hebrew way of
saying !' worldly people,'- people te, whoni
ilhis world and its concerns are the ail in all.
lI7scr. Thocy have more of worldly prn-
dence. Our Lord does not comniend tho
xiiijiust steward for his iniquity, but points
eut how slirewdly lie enred for his own
interests. The cidren of lUght; those who
belong Vo, the etemnal ldngdom. of liglit, in
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