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AN E XPLANATION. tiens. But there ia other ovidenco that I dici net intake
Dtiriug the past threc years nxany things have been the aiterations on iiny own responsibility.

Thic Bishiop of Western New IlYork lias statcd in publie
eaid ii tie Cliureh papeou rolative to my conecOtionl with' <vide Standard of lhe Cross, Api 17, 1878) Viat the first of
the flyna ; and I have rend net a fow of the letters of these hymns (" « ock cf Ages ") wvas altcred witlieut tic
corresponidents witi regret that it neuld have beon ailtboritY Of the eommnittco. Ile bas 1118o Said privately-
thouglht byany eue0-as ivas semetimeschargcd, and mor tlîeugl te aucli ait extent tint itîjas become publie report

frequctly I îad used te truslionn tiatnauy Other aiterations wcre mnade withont the
xitte to y iitiithe-n1 Hym n Comîitod a trskcon- cemmîtteens auitlority. I trust tlîat -w-at I have aireadyinte ef e y stioHyn as tii aen, ted "dtaper sd wili provo a sufficient anlswer to his statement
adivantage o ypstoanteraettelaie thougrh anotiier amiswer inay hé fouund ini thc latter poer-
witlî " ot- change the text ef hynîns, and te make other ai- tien oýf th)is commnunicatien. But on this 'Point, tic
terations in the Hymual, te nuit my own ideas. in ''ie statenitof tfil ishop of Cen1traIlOnUsylVaiai--axcin-
Clairclintai for August 2, 1873, thîcre was sudol a contmu- ber ef tbo eominittee-is most conclusive. Ho says (vidie
nlication, eontainiîîg nome pointcd strictures ; this IV"5Eic iRgs r ul26 83 tUccag nhm
copied into seorai. Church papors, and cailed forth Boule IlRock eto Ages T lie change was dcliberatoly mnade.
contient. I have takeni but littie notice of these charges Itwscoeb iecimtentb rstltiu
anorsatins beas rfre ewi ni h proof-readcr. The coxnmittee carcftilly considcrcd and

enrlConvention ef 1874 shouid take final action ondctorznined on thc restoration. 'The change is cither de-
thic Hyininal, and for other reasous satisfactory te myscif. fonsibie on its own merits, or thé committc have falion
Once or twice lit difféent Cinîrch papers I have made thc illto a grievens errer ef judgluont,," ini givinlg mne in-
general statteinent that ne changes wcre madle in the struetions te mnake tic spccifled elianqes ; tiierofore tha
book cxcept by authiority ; but tis statemif lit hian net changs a bc suppeseci te have carried eut the wisliis
seeîncd te satisfy ail the critics. I dosire new, therefore, of tue eeîn8miryttce.
as the recent Convention lias acted on the igymial, te Some tlîings have been said about thc uon-ap pearance
inake a more detaiied statenient, te show, if possible, te in thic Hymuai ef certain hymuas iiucldd in Ic supple-
ail iîîtoestcd in the subjeet, that I did net everstep thic mentary report prcseuted te thie Convention at B3alti-
proper iînits ef thc dnty aud obligation entrusted te me. more, and adopted by that body ; and the introduction
And fuis statement senis the more pertinent just liow as et hymans net thus inciuded in the eonimittee's report.
tlic Hy3niniit Committee stated in their report te the Con- WMitever w-as donc ini this direction w-as donc only witlî
volition that their 11curator may have stretcbcd )lise au- flic approvai cf thiose te wloin I was told te look for in-
tiîority somewlhat." I dissent front tlic justice of even struetions. Thirty-one acilitional. hyînns woe adopt d
tiîis liimited censure. yteCneto.Cpeoftiyofhs erplc

Iheforo making tîxis statemu.nt, îîowevcr, let mie bylinc tbn Cnvntio. Oie s cf tirt of tesewero te-
theocsi of the yni;frncosindteabexto oee inquiry fer thiat liymîî, 1Ilcarlicd t bat it ladl be adopt-

ties o th Hynal; fr cnsierale omplaint lias ed by the ccnimittce on the reconimendation ef one et
bectu made on this score, and tlîe blamo lias been laid at their number ; but the first lino only liad beeu given te
the deor cf certain pubiishers. Originally, ten sets cf thonm. I scardod for the lîymn in ail thc hynais I
plates w','re made for as many publishers duly licensed could flnd if thc B3altimore bookstores, but did net silc-
te publisli thc bock. Simultaneouisly with the furnisiing eccd in getting it; anîd I was aecordingly insti'ucted te
cf fliese plates, tiiere appcared one lîuindred copies ef omit it f it fwns net forthcoming lit due time. 0f the
the book (printed from one et thése sets ef plates> wlîich thirty-one repcrted, twenty-eight appearcd in tIc Hym-
w-erc distributeil amoug thc Committee, and torwarded, ual ; for thc thurc oinittcd others wvcre substitîîted, w-itli
eue caclh, teý evcry Bisiop cf our Cîureh. Within a fcw thc approvai cf tic c zurmniu. ln addition te ticse
<laya o ethe issue et these copies, somte typographies! er- changes, by tic direction or wvitli approval et tile chair-
rairâ were diseovercd, numberiug, I think, about twenty ; mal foten ixymus w-erc addecl, or substituts d for
euie more seu-ions errer w-as found in Hymn 496, roquir- lîymns w-hidli woe thieuglît to ha decidcdiy inferior.
iug tlic insertion cf ene verso, and tlie transposition cf et u sec whçtt theso fourteen liymns were, aud w-lueir
otiiers. It certainly was te have been greatly regrettcd their addition could be eonsidered un imâproveiuent cf
fIat auy errers existed ; but that there were soume orrors the book. Tiiey w-erc the tollowiumg, via:
cannot be cuusidered very strange ; for rarely dees thie 47. Sons cf men, bclicld front far.
first edition et any book appear witiout tic discovery of 65. 0 Thon troDi Whom ail gooduess fiows.
errors more or less serions. TIc very week oui, Hlymnal 78. Wc sing th li rase cf Hlm w- lieid.
appeared, I reccived a eopy cf an Engl~iei iiymnai edited 81. Sec the destined day arise.
by twe very learned hymnologists, in rebieh thc editors 92. AUl is o'er, thc pain, the sorrow.
theinselves called attention te twenty-three niistakes ; 114. Hail the day fliat ses Hini risc.
and in the "lStandard Edition " et our Blook et Common 177. lIow brighit thesa giorions spirits alune.
Prayer, I find a "lCorrigenda" w-hich particularizes 200. pleasaxut are Thy courts above.
tNveity-fenr corrections te ha made. As soon as thc or- 2.30. wien Jesiis lotf tHis Fatbcr's tirone.
rors in thue Hlymnal werc discovered, thue elairunan cf the 262. Safo homoe, sate home in port.
conimittee w-as uotified ; snd it w-as proposed tû hix tiat 275. This a3tonea te Thîce in faith w-c hay.
a cireular ornbodying the necessary corrections should ba 288. O'er ftue gioomy hills cf darkiuess.
printod at onlce and sent te thic publishers, w-ith thc re- 446. Ged et my lite, te Thîce 1 cmll.
quest that such corrections should ho made in the Plates 473. 0 Qed ef Bethel, by Whose baud.
beforo any turther editions et thc Hymnal woeo priuted. 5N<. Lead ils, Hcaveully Father, Iead lis.
Thiis plan w-as aprvcd by flic chairman, w-ho wrote :"I1 Witi thc exception cf No. 262, w-hidli is net gcîioralhy
hope thiat yen w-ill onotify thie publishers ef thc errors adoptcd in hymmals, and Ncs. 81, 92, and M8, whiohi hold
w-hidli you have detected; tic bo,)k ia iu this respect se an ixîtermediato position, ail these hîl'mns a-- anîong the
îîearly perfect now, that yen may as well aim at absolute beat hîymus lit our language, aud if aoeuns te me, coîîld
perfection." Thc publishers were thîns notified, and 1 have been ouxitte'd froin tho committee's first report oniy
tlîink thlat cvcry co of thein wlo, publishcd a second edi- 1y inistake. That they w-e-e su1bsequently wiscly adopt-
tien, incorporatcd tiierein thc corrections. If publish- eâ, I think tew- wiil question. Thuat their iiîsertion wvas
ors tailed te make thc corrections, or if tiey afterw-ard the w-ork cf thue curator, thc curator caniiot for a moment
ultered thc text (et w-bieh I have ucver sen auy ovidence), admit, aîthouigi lue Niouid lie vcry glad to have tli ouer,
neither thc cemmittcc ner their "lcurator " ia te ho if lic could properly claiui it. It is qîxite likely tint lie
hhaînod. . suggestedsoillc of the hyus te thec censideration eofflic

And now ini reference te fie general w-ork ef 1preparmng committice; but te theici holongs fli ceredit et authioriz.
fh lHymunal for fhl rens. 1 w-as asked by thé commit- ing their admission inte flic Hymnal. 1ud ftic cu-atoi-
tee, or ratIer hy their chairman, dnring the session et heen eutrusted w-itl the power of omitting, or adding, or
thc Generai Convention at Blaltimnore, te superiuîtend thec suhstitutiug hymn aceording te ls own disoretion, or
p)ublication et the first edition. Assenting,1Isubsequent- lad lie imaginýed that hue possossedi sueli power, lio fa vcry
ly had eue interview with thc committee, and one with sure thiat lie w-ould net 'lave heen satisficd witli the fow
the chairman. At the former 1 endeavored te acquaint chianges alludcd te.
niyself w-ffi flic wmIses and views ot the committce. 1 it is uew ratier late in tic daX te discus thc question
iuiquired if Scripttre texte 'vere te ho prefixed te overy whutler the eounmittee excieded tîcir autlîerity in mnak-
hmyinu, or te notte, or te somte aud net te others, as un the ing or sauctioniug sach changes. The chiairmuan et thc
edition presented te the Convention. I w-as instructed couimitteo certaiuly supposed flue comunittea lad suchu
te plac111 tiîem hefore ahi. 1 inquircd if jw-onouns roter- powel. as te evident frein flue forcgoing statement.
ring te fic Persons in flic Godiucad sheuld le eapitalizcd : 011cr mnembers of the eommittea thougît thcy had tic
my instuctions -are iilic meative. I mubmîttcdasyà'- power, for more tian ene cf thucîr uumbor, ciuring thc
taint fnetrical designation adopted ini soute ef thc bout progress etfflic w-ork tirougli tic press, desircd miaterial
E nglishi hymnals, but il w-as net arceepted. I w-as told te aiterations te he mnade. Mauy efttflicelergy aud itity
lock te flhc chatirman et the comnuitteo for further in- thougit thc conînuittee had iiieli 1)0w-or; at lent I ahould
structions in tic conduet efthfle w-ork. suppose 80 frein fhe tac t flunt duîring flhe fhurco mnotitîs

At au interview witli thc clisirman on thue ovening et w-hichu tehiowed flue Goeouai Convention, I receiveil about
sSaturday, October 21st, (an interview lastinq several six iundrcd letters, ccntauxing lliouîstaffs et suggestions,

lueurs, sud nut w-hieli I madc a uxemoranduiu stili in My w-iich tic writers desired te have incorporated ini tict.possession,) thec w-l Hymnai w-as gene ever, anmd nia"y book. Net a tcw efthfe ]3ishîops tholiglit se, if eue
euiggestions w-are mnade for my guidance. 1 suhmittad mi gît judgo frei tic toue et titîr letters atter flic ap-1
thue importance et restering tie fext et certain hiymus, pearauce efthfle Hyînîîml. Anud the rcent Convention
lie'. bocauso thucy w-cie se written, but because thîey w-ere fiought se, sinice hy ite action it approvcd flic great ma-
so iised by fhe vast majeri tLr et Christians ii tic Church jority ot alterations and chauges introduced by flic coin-«
et England, and in thgh varions denominations atrouud us,, mittee.
aud becrause 1 hehievo tIat sudb a course would'be thec But this, at ter all, is a question w huichu l las net miclui
culy areditable one te our Churci sud te flic committee iutortance new, sud eue w-it i wlic I lave nover humu
w-hîclu biad this w-ork in charge. Among flue lymna flua auytling te do. Muy w-ork w-as entrustcd te nme by tico
demanding resteration, 1 spcciahly mentionod at that ini- eenimittec ; they w-eue ny auticrity ; sud nîy responsi-
tervieiw, fhe hynins "Rlock cf Ages," "Jeanis, Savieurof hiify w-as te thuem, aud tV ne oue cisc.
mny Seul," "GOliouy te ice, my Ged, this nigit," and I lave referred te thc k»atefent fe Bisluop et West-
"G uide une, 0 Thou Gr-est Jéhovah," aud 1 w-as directed cmn New York fiat thue liyuniu "lRock cf Ages " w-as uote
te priut thc gencrally accepted version et these hîymns; aitered wilîu the approvul. ot the ooniinîitteo. A second1
othuer changes w-erc duscus(aensd decided ripou. I w-as statement hy tlue sanie Bushop is tînt suceli chuango Ilwase
se pleased 'witi fluese instructions, that on my returu te net tic final action of flic comunittea." (CRTicJoCitNUIAL,1
My lodgings, 1 immediately wrote te a triend oxpressing Âug. 21sf, 1873. Thc statemnent t tIc ]3ishop et Contrai
my joy at flic prospectý cf ti imuprovement in tic Pounsylvania, a ready quotcd, fa perlis sufficîcut on
Iuymnody of cur 0huiurch,. and tted as examples otfil this i peint Yet as sonuepercons have intcrred trora tic
Promiseil improement, thie ellanges te hue mnade in tlue, statements ef the former Bishop, fiat nîy only authority
Iiymns iinclicated above. Thi letter w-as iecently sh w m the desire et a aigle mor et of lie committeo tei
me, confitmiug tic memorandumn 1 hud *Made,=d i have the changes made, in justice te all thc memabers oft

* opinion whieli I have enfml taincd, tînt in eîangirig, fluse tie committee, 1 mey ay a tcst 'ords in referenco te
hynus ln thé HRymunal, -1 ôxily carrlëe .xi utMy inatmo. this 'natter,

Wiie Uicflymnal w-a passiuug fhroughi the press, I
suhmittcd flue eupy, as tast ias it W= zPu-dhirc(l, te flue
aluairiuuiuof tlivc. conuuitcc, fur i bs final revisioui, iîtcîd-
ing, aise0, te suibmit tflueproortzeMiuunas 1 x-a'coived theiu
frein thue pri ocr. Aftotr Iliad thunis terNardcdl about if ty
pages e ofLpy,1Ireccived trouu him a request, thuat 0ou ac-
couuut thu(e delyrisimîg frontiaeuiiîu attfr flireugh
flhe mails, miiitIc possibility ot lo:dumg it, I ahould suli-
mit thue reinai idor oethte copy toe ueisheh)oe Western
&eov york, ii -luoso Sec dit-Y I Nw-s thonîuresidiuîg. AC-
cordiuîgly, I at ocie preparéà tfle iw-il he Ui reuainin)g
portion et eopy, tront abut Ilyni 100 te flue Indpx, sud
handed ift ote li Jisiiep i-feu-reil te. In Ibis opy w-ex-
incd(ed ail Uiheiymnuuu(Nitiu the abovo eceeptiu)u), pro-
cisal-v as t'boy aftcrward uupp)lerl flu te flyuiuaiil, ecept
tluat pos4ibiy souteoinarks etfl)uictuiton ux-re sub)se-
queutiy chuangea. The hinnuIlRock et Âges," and othier
hîvnus, w-re given just as thcyw-vere ate rd1rfited ini
fie bock. WAVaniy objectionî thonu inade hy the Jishuop
et Western Neov Yrk te flue "cluuuge"I i i ut huynu, or
any other ? Noue w-humfevcr ;ne allusion w\as nade te if-,
w-hen afttr severiul ùdays the Co'y w""s retuui-uueci, coxr<'Cetcd
ouly by thîc substitution et certtain Scriptuire torts3, for
souie Nvhielu huud beaui previouusly scected. The only iii-
foronce tluero'eau hc frein Ibis, is tluuîf fle ]isliep ap-
proved thue text cf thiese uymnîs, or did met examine flue
COVY suflicielitly te sec wlà hus e text w-us. To uuîy fia-
quiry, w-hieher I slinul briîg te hini daiiy Uic priife(r't
proots for lis inspecctionu aud eorreetion, thue hisluop re-
plîed thut, as lio frcqueltiy passed uy lbeuse, lue wold
eall iun Rdlaexamine flue preofs IwhuOI)ever 1ho w-fslielte
sac thm. Ne cail was muade uutiilucore tlium flre hîin-
drcd and lfity pages et proot huacl accutnulatecd ; uid te
thue cxamiuuation uand approval et the9 iesoutcniht. ýtw-are
devoted. No olluer emii w-ts lande te seccflue reunainuîg
pagea et pyoof. Silice, tiieretore, bothu eopy anud 1 rouf
w-rc subinutted t-o flue ]islop, w-houu couldbhaine huit
himacît if lue fuleil te notice flue cliauîges w-hich huud havi
nuade ? If hotu w-rc hioroîugily examiuicd, flue chuaniges
must]lave beauu sceu, muid the, Coaao uuighmf naituu-lly
have supposed, frein flue Bishuep's silenice eoncerning
tiem, tîat lic apuroed theuxu. If neuthuer capy iuer lroof
was exauaiuicd y hum, a3 thuey niglit have been, if w%-as ne
faumt ci thue cirator, Nviuo eudeavoetd te provide for the
flishop every facility for doiuîg uhat bisi position as a
meomber ot se impuhortantilî coinuzitte secieuuc te rcquire
et him. And furtiier : Althioxghi I smw- fle ]isluol i-dry
fLtrqnctly duriumgth flu itrce înîatlu afater flic 1-lyin-
ual appe.a d, lie made ne allusion te flue chanuges lu nuy
luymnî; nor did I over kuioîvtluut lue tec exception te auy
changes iinfil I road his stateineuf ceuceruîiug I"Rock et
Âges," in eue etfflic Cluuuîchu î,îuirs. Onu fluacontrary, I
supposed hue was eutircly smfisfied witflichecuruator's par-
formanuceocf lis difies ; for tinder date et April 20tlu.
1872, frcea nontlus atter flue publicaioienfethfle Iymual,
lie wrote cencormîiîug ay couaxectiouu ivifh huficwork, in
ternis cf commendation, whili 1 slîould le unwiliig te
quont u his comunication.

, itli fle appearauuce et flue Hymmual iin Jmuuary, 1872,
sud flic disposai et the IlStanidard Ed.(ilion," muy dnty as
thc cirator ended, und mny comuuection wiili hu e w-on
coasedl. No mouiero e counmittec lias oeor imtîmaf-
cd te me flat hue thueuglut I rceaded tfli inifftetu
duty iuuposcd upon mc. Oui the ofluer band, 1 rcceived
latters froua severai et thumeinxpressing thueur satisfaction
and gratificationu ut fIe resuilte etfuuîy w-rk. The chair-
mnof thfle eomuiite - rote :"I1h1m]lve given theflc Hmn.t
s fleroughu axamtinafioui. Evc-y nemdation, I think, la
a decided iiuprovemcut, and huma mîy uiqualifiod approha-
tienu. Inumli respects, if is a groat iinprcvcmnît upon flue
origial Hlymnal, sud I am neutirely sutisfid."

lu cuision, tlierefore, I w-ouf d stato distinctly, that
I niade ne changes in the fart et any byuuns wituout flic
approval efthfle chairman et thue comîmittee ; that al ad-
diticums sud substitutionîs eoflymius wec also suîhifkdt-i
te hum alla approvedl ; flue t flu e Iy oethfle w-Lole bock
(oxceptiuîg tIcelIndex) was in thie banxds et ene or more
meunIers et thue conîuitteo, muid was nîet suhsequnîtly
ebanged, orccpt in soute cases et puictatiomî; flut
preofs et flic w-huche bock (exceptiiig, thue Ide) a-
offcred te flue uueuuber et thue couunîitee a piît fr
ftic puirposo, aî.d thie largor portion was iii ls hu nd
suda that in ne way did 1Il"taîs-per îvti" or mter flic
Hlymnal, except as iicrt-itibctor:o sîmtedl..1 do nef sec
lew 1 eaunuako flue stafornt any phuiîuclr ; aiîd fuis
nulisbc niy aiisw-or te the uany disagreemublo sud un-
pleasaut thiumgs tiat have heexu said oni fuis s-abject, dur-
ing fie past thrce yemrs. I raînain yeur obedient ser-
vant , CHîARLES L. HuTomuNs.

OrCé iurch uîcclori- Uodto"-d. Dcc. 10ila.1874.

For the C hurcux Journal and Zeuxgr

THE IIYMNAL.
Tuxsu.EDrrens : I have rend ini fle Churc-cmn flue

Rey. Mr. Hititlins' " Explaustion " oetlite conuectieuu
with tic Hymnal. Frein fus I lesuii 1sf flue -whoe ic-
sponsibility et chaniges, cetuldatioîus, iraprevements,
etc., reste wifhtlic commit tee. Thisifaquit esatisfsotory.
We know- now- whem te censure and whoui te coimnend.
7 lave ne douht tint ethers besidos unysoit wiii be-pions-
cd te ho assui3d oui this point, for I nl satisfied that
many 1usd fonîncd a very différent concluision, uislcd uic
doubt as 1 was by thc tolowing paragraphui i Mr. Huf chu-
ins' standing advcrtisemnnt:

If la by this finie ne secret, fluat, Ie thc judicious 1evi-
sienl, 5111eC.,iSiOel, <£ule??cautionI, amai e.vp m-g'aliôn whici
MI,. Huêchlui Mset 1,rovidmuial,l hd the epporiuiily f er-
ercisitzq iincoinetie» wifhîthfli ynlal, w-e re iiuueted

s acompilation far superior le hl pî-esctd I leA las(
Convention. Anl w-e must now- thimxk lini fer a veiitahle
Thesaurus of inxîter.nation coucerning thue byiuis providedj
for oui use. Tu shiort, this iaidy mid be&uifully priiutodl
volumieplce before readers gcieraiy, a mafss et ixfor-
Mation whici heretefore coril9 oniy bholobhuiuecd hy a la-
Ierions lunu t fhroiehudosons et bocks. No one eau uow-
compiain et net boing able te mako huiineif scqnainted

Swith the Iistory ofthfle hymunology et our Churehu,


