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A TOW 1300 FRET LONG.

The large sea-going towbosts, Cyclops, Cap-.‘of bringing this raft here which Mr. Murcray

tain Lounsbury, aud the Bertram T. Haviland,
Captain Gully, from St..John, N, B., were this
morning off Chatham Light, Cape Cod. The
talt which they are towing to.this city waa re.
ported.to be jntact, and they wers making an
average spoed of..sixty miles- a day. They
expect to arrive in New York early next week,
On Saturdsy last the towboats encountered a
severe northeast gale.off Cape Elizabeth, and
the bawser with which they were towing the
raft parted. This necessitated about four hours'
delay, until they could pick.up.the pasted haw.
tor, and pass to the tow two hawaers, one lead-
ing to each steamer, That day.the boats put
into Portland, owing to the heavy weather, but
on the day following they resumoa the voyage.
From that time tntil last night nothing was
heard of the tow; and fears were entertained
shat the raft had been lost or cast adrift by the
towboats,

Tha great danger to be fearsd was the proba.
bility of s heavy sea being encountered. The
raft iteelf isabout twelve hundred foet long and
thirty foet wide. It draws nearly eight feet of
watar. It is divided into sections of about 70
feet in length. The sections are cribs, into
which, when they were made at St. Jobn, the
logs [about 65 feet long by 18 inches in diameter
at the butts] wers 10lled and stowed. Then
over and around the cribe strong chains were
fastenod. Between each crib there is a ten-foot
space to permit fres working of -the raft in'a
hesvy sea, for, in the length of 1,200 feet which
the raft covers, during & storm there may be
ten or twelve different large waves, and, were
the raft all of one piecs, there was every proba-
bisty that before they bad gone 100 miles it
would become a wreck.

In the raft are twonty-four cargoes of 250
tonseach, Were the contractor who owns it
to have the spiling, of which the raft is compos-
ed, brought tv New York by a sailing vessel 1t
would have cost 1 the neighborhood of $26,000,
as the vessels that arc engaged in this kind of
business demanded, on account of the enormous
length of the logs, extra compeunsation, they not
being able to take as much as & full cargo. This
tho contractor, Mr. James Murray, of Burling
slip and Front street, refused to accedo to and

charterod tho tugs Baviland and Cyclops. The  the flucs of tho stoves (also Norwegian) pass.

tug Haviland belongs to Mt. W. H. Tebs, cor-
ner of South street and Coenties slip; the

' York and ports enst of Boston, “ By the wode !
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had adopted.” Mr. Ellis sad, '“thers is a
saving of somo 83,000 or $10,000. The charter
price of tho tugs I am nut at liberty to state,
but thoy aro bired by the day, and, of course,
no matter how long it takes to bring the rafts
hore..we will lose nothing. The tow left St.
John on the 7th inst. and will bo here Monday.
Captain Bragg, of the Purtland Line steamer
Eleapora, which arrived this morning, reports
that ho met the raft about 30 miles northeast of
Cape Ced ; that at that timo they wero getting
along splendidly. They laid their course
straight across from Cape Elizabeth to Capo
Cod, and the greatest fesr of Captains Gully
and Lounsbury was that they might be caught
by an easterly gale and be carnied down into
Cape Cod Bay, whero there were ten chances to
ono that tugs, rafts and all would be tost. But
everything is propitious fo, us now and there s
no doubt that the raft will be anchored safe and
intact in New York hurhor within seventy-two
hours,

“If the thing proves a success,’ said one of
the most prominent towboat owners in the city,
*‘ within six months you will see the finest fleet
of towboats in the world ready for servico bet-
ween .. ports east of Boston and New York,
In New Brunswick, of which St. John is the
principal port, there is not one tug that can at
all compare with our large ocean tugs, and it
will be out of the question for them to attempt
to compete with us, There 18, of course, a con-
siderable amount of shingles, laths, &c., that
come by sailing vessels, and these undoubtedly
will be left to tho coasters, but the majority of
the trade is done in spiling, of which, in a short
while I hope we shall be the masters. St. John
is about 800 miles, by water, from New York.”
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NOBWEGIAN TIMBER HOUSES.

residencs, having sido walls reaching 6ft, aburo
tho level of thoground, with capacious cellarage
beneath. The wholo of the superstructuro is of
timber, oxcepting tho partitions through which

These partitions ave of Lrick. The walls and'

tion into the chinnoy, and peat and woud aro
the chief kinds of fuel used. Tho ontiro absence
of draughts aod facilities for warming the build
ing aro both rvmarkable. The wst, I am
infurmed by the owaer, hus amountoed to about
a third of that of an Euglish built residencs of
the same dimeunsions and accommodation. Fire'
insurarfo about 18, por cent. oxtra. Extornally
the houso is twice painted anuually, owing to
our extremely uncertain climate, combined with
an axpored position to south and west winds.
The interior ceilings and hall Leing entirely
varnished, no dust or dirt adheres to this stmouth
surfice, nor 18 thero any paper to soil or spoil.
There is not a sign of damp in the house. La-
bour being cheaper in Norway than England, I
imagine it cheaper to import a huuse frum Nor-
way than to prepare material in England.”

Old Bullding Material.

The Scientific American says that anextensive
trade in second-hand building material has been
carried on uminterruptedly in New York city
for fifty years, and is largoly supported by build
ers and joiners. The stone and brick of an otd
building is used in the constructivnof a new one,
the hme.whitened bricks making the inside of
tho outer walls and the partitions, and the stone

known that the inside woodwork 18 used again,
frequently without radical alternation. Many
builders profer this old timber because it is

thoroughly seasoned, having becn defended'

from tho weather and been subjected to the in-
fluences of a measurable even tempcrature for
years. The richer woods which are admired for
their color mellower tones by age and become

more valuale as the years pass, Everybudy )

tur at the bottom of room, which is airtight,
and after circulating round tho timber, and
through tho wood, is dischargod through anuther
pipe at the opposite end uf the rmom. Itis as-
sorted that this method of drying does not dis-
colour the wood, and is a proservativo againt
dry rot.

A Wooden Contume,

A very unique cOstume was mado for the
Oiympian Club carnival, Boston tho entiro out.
fit of dress boots, mask, wig. and parasal being
of wood. The chief garment was a princess
dress made of various kinds of Spurr’s papored
voneers. It had a brocaded front and basque
and trimmings of knife-plaiting fichusand loops
of wond ribbon, and was ornamented with rosee
ottes and leaves in wood of various shades in
their natural colours. At tho sides thero was
a substitute for cmbroidery in inlaid work of
fancy designs. The eloaves were of cord paper,
trimod to imitate putling, and at the bottom
was adeep border of black walnut knife-plaiting,
The boots and gloves were of birch bark, and
tho mask of matched woods with a fringe of
plaiting. The wig was composed of about ton
curls, consisting of white pi -havings artisti-
ca'ly prouped The parasol, «  Chineso pattern,

going into the foundations. But it s gonerally | 3% covered with various coloured veneers, and

similar lined. This attemypt was thoroughly
sucessful. the effect of the 2ifferent kinds and
colours of wood in the combination being
very strikiog and artistic. The veneers wero so
thin that the costume was not very hedvy, and
ao flexible that it was not liable to injury.

Cottonwood.
Cottonuwood, it is said, will make four railsin

knows that furmture of mahogany and rosewood | seven to nine years, and maple the samein from
that has outlived soveral generations is much , aight to ten years. Cottonv ood, soft maplo and
handsomer than that made from now %uod. , Califurnia redwood are regarded by many as
But it has an added valuo as mere matenial. | the best treea for forest planting whon quickness

Mr. J. C. Wilcucks, of Plymouth, writing to, Aq article made from the uld wood will remain jul growth s desired, and alsu whensheltor Lulta
tho Ficld, says . “*Sinco infurmation on this sub- } ita integnty 1t all its Juints 5 ats shanking days | around vrchards, gat dens, barna and stuck yands
ject was ashed fur I happened to meet tho owner jaro over. For the samo reasvn tho timbening, | are necessary. Many furmers have leamnod from
of the bouse mentivned, and sume timy since | wanscotting and flovring of old buildings has j sad expenienco that by cutting duwn their fur-
visited there. Itis o must comodious country | an added valuo, althuugh its selling prico is less justs mdiscniuunately they havo ninds tho way

than that of new matenal.

New Method for Drylog Timber,

Although steam-pipes aro largoly used in dry- |

ing timbor, hot air circulation is being in

clear fur chilling, Liting winds and frust to nip
their growing fruit.

Agnether Trail.
A man in Washington, who, i1t 18 stated, has

e . troduced, and soveral improvemonts, have been { falled 1n buminess oxactly 85 timos, has now
coilings and doors aro all of varnished wuod, and | made in Aunerica in this mode of treatment. | giarted to rotriovo the last break in his fortuno
Cyclope belongs to Captain C. C, Ellis, of No. , the decoration consists of the stom and fruit of | Professui*Carvalho’s method is described as ful | by cngaging extensively in the lumber busincss

60 South strest. Mr. Murray, when asked for , the wild strawberry plant, the effect of which is { lows . ““A continuous volume of heated air is jin Flonds. Ho has rented s dock 1 Now
information concerning the venture refusod to, very guud indeed, and much more appusite than , furced uvor the timber by means uf afan blewer, ) York, and although 65 Fears of age 18 satd to bo
have anything tu say, stating that he had rather j a8y decorativn of more elaburate character. The | tho temperaturo of which is gradually increased, | puxln;'g his now vonturo with tho onergy of a
wait till the bouts arrived in New York before | stoves aro very much like in appearanco to ) until the boiling point of water is reached , then § young man.
making any statement, Mr. J. C, Ellis, son of j cburch towers 10 miniature, and stand off about.’ tho water 1n tho albumen or other substance is ——— —r——

Csptain J. C, Ells, of the Cyclops, smid this; 2 ft. from tho brick fluc walls ; they aro of cast | converted intosteam. This degreo of hieat alsu ; Tue tug Alice M. Campbi'! tow od 4,900,000
morniog that in tho event of the undertaking ; open ironwurk, allowing thus the heat to pass| coagulates the albumen, and tho pures of the | fect of logs fur 40 mi'es un Lake Superior for
proving succeesful, there would be a ravolution ) off into the room with the greatest [aciiity, and | inner cells of the timber becuio filied up with | tho Oneota Lumber Cumpany, without inrsing
o the constwise timber trade, between Neow \ an clbow flue carries of the products of combuu.l the solid coagulum.” The hot air is mado to en- ' ¢, log,




