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nble commothties furnshed would undergro & great
d nunut on, and that the Tndians, who ure virtuaily
14 a staic uf sfavery, nught, as they gamed a
havwleugo of ther nghts, clunn that treedom
whiti i the malicnsble attnbuto of cvery human
boing. .

The natural praductions of the country ate furs,
silver, copper, lcad, tallow, hides, wool, wood, conn,
&e., all articles of pnmense utnty, and the encou-
ragement of the cxpoit of which, hw the preserva.
tion of the native population, and their instruction
in the una of ewvilised hie, would lead to the con.
gnpuan of o quantiny of our manufactures. It s
tinie Lol the Huadson's Buy Company have scantily
Mgl aovery fow of the barest necessanes of hfe
nt rater which only st cxtortionate ard unfeels
iwr nvance conld sanction and of which we ap-
sk s o tubular form, n few ot the nuun articles
Wanen i7o absulutely reguired by the Inchans.’

Tue table which follows ia very minute, des.
cribing the cost of various articles to the Company,
und the prce m skins of vanous kinds charged to
the poor Indhune

The following are a few specimens :—

1 Gun, prinse coxt 223, 0d., iu sold for 20 beaver
skins, valued nt £32 10x

6 Clay tolmeco pupes, cost 1., aro sold for 1 bea-
ver sk, valued ut £1 12 6.

1 Pint run, (watered) cost 1d., 18 s0ld for the samne
price 111!

Alag, poor Indians ! Who should not pray—
hasten, Lord, the reign of thy deur Son, for * he
shall judge the poor of the peoplo—~he shull save
the cluldeen of the needy, und shall breuk in pieces
the oppressor!”
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SYNOD.

The approaching Meeting .of Syned is to bo
held, a8 our readers will have noticed in our adver-
tisement, as well as in the printed Minutes of last
Synod, in ‘Toronto, on Wednesday, the 21st day
of June.  Much important business will come before
tne assembled office-bearers of the Chusch. As
.he tite of many who attend our Chutch Courts is
very limited, 1t 18 of importance that arrangeinents
be made in such way that the largest amount of
business muy be despatched i the shortest time—
not with huste und precipitation, but-without un-
necessary delay.

‘The writer, an humble layman, might not pre-
sume to offer counsel of his own to the Reverend
fathers zud brethren who will compose the Synod,
but hopes that the following hinte and suggcations,
apjropriate to the occasion, will be well roceived
by ull whom they concern. They are culled, in
part, from the April number of the ¢ Euglish
Presbyterian Messenger

Itis of importance that members be in attendance
at the opening. That, as far as practicable, ar-
rangements be made for the accommodation of
those who come frum a distance. Thut the order
of business be carefully prepared. That in ap-
pointing Committecs care be had to apportion the
work and divide the labour, having on cach, as far
as practicable, different men ; retaining the services
of those who have been useful, as well as drawing
out theso who are inexperienced, but likely to-be-
como useful to the Church. The work and powers

. of Commiittees to be distinetly defined. As much
time 28 possible left for devotional exercises, com-
thiltees, and’ conference. That there be less
speaking, and more deliberation and action. ‘The
“lees time there is for. public business, the more wark

‘b méiny;oub:w‘h <It would be well that an
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alstroct of the Minutes be printed and eirculated
‘tnmediutely ufter the rising of Synod. 1€ published
in praper time, a suflicient number could be sold, at
a small pnce, to defray the expences. The Minutes
of last Synod had lost tuch of their intercet be-
fore our people reccived them.

It ia highly desirable that ruling Elders be punc-
tual in attending Church Courts.  There is some.
thing instructive in the history of the Church of
Scotland, in tegard to the Eldership, and the man.
ner in which the fmportant dutics of thot oftice
were performed. Tho decline i the Eldestup
seems to have peogressed with equal pace with the
dectinn of vital religion.  In some parishes, where
moderatism reigned trinmphani, there wero no
clders.  In others, men were appointed on acconnt
of their political influence, without regard to their
qunlifications i a more important point of view.
Thus the Eldership fell in many cases itto desuetude
or disrepute.  Although we read of Church Courts
in which no ruling Elilcrs sat for a period of eight
years, yet, wo find, “that o essentinl 2 part was
the Eldership of the Presbyterian Church account-
cd, and so deeply was it engreined in the affections
of the Scottish people, that, though inconsislem
with the genius of Episcopacy, persecuting prelutes
were not able to destroy it.  The moment that the
presaure of persccution was removed, and religion
revived, thut moment did the Eldership regain ita
charncter, numbers and strength?” The remark
holde good in regard to other Churches, as
well as that of Scotland. An eminent writer,
speaking of the Continental Churches, says,—

S#With tho decline of religion on the Contineat,

the. EMership in the Presbyterian Church de-
clined, till, in somo cases, it scems to have been

.alincet obliterated.  With the revival of evangelical

religion, the office is reviving”?  We need not go

to Scotland or Continental Enrope for illustration.
Let us mark the state of things in our owa Church,
Are not those congregations in the most promising
state, in which the pastor is supported by a good
staff of Elders? Believing that t:-re is Seripture
warrant for our Church Courts, and that ruling
Elders may sit and vote in them, it is right that
they avail themselves of the privilege ; and that
each scssion send a Ruling Elder to the different
courts. It would be a very trifling tax upon a
congregation to collect a sufficient sum for defray-
ing the expences necee--rily incurred by their
office-bearers in attending Presbyteries and Synods.

In the April number of the Record, reference is
made to aome of the leading matters that will en-
gage the Synod, viz,—Union with the United
Presbyterian Church—The Homo Mission—The

College, and the support of the Ministry. In re-

ference to the last, it has now become necessary
to take some decisive action. The Sustentation
scheme of the Synod must be abandonedialtoge-
ther, unless it can be put upon some footing that
will cause it to be gencrally adopted by the eburch.
Experience shows that something of the kind is
required fora Church dependent wholly upon volun-
tary contribution fcr the suppost of the Ministry.
So sensibly alive are non-established Churches to
the necessity of having 4’ central fund, that steps
are being taken for introducing the system: In
the last number of the  Presbyterian Messenger,”
& respectable periodical, the organ of the Synod of
the Presbyterian Church in Eugland, we find an
article on the subject, much in harmony with our
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own viewrs aw expresaed ina citenlar drawn up by
dircction of the Sustentation Board, sid prnted i
the December number of ttus paper. There w
Wttle doubt but the Dugish Synod will adopt
cither our own or & similar scheme. Wo know
there are some of our ministers und people that are
su thoroughly convinced of the excellence of out
scheme, s compared with the old systemn, that
they would prefer continuing it usit ix, to abandon.
ing n central fund sltogethicr. Aud there ars
mnisters who would prefer recaiving theer stipend
through that chanuel, oven although the amount
reccived ghould not be alected by ity and are
therefore desirous that the present arrangements bo
maintained us they are, unless something more
ucceptuble to tne church be devised to suporeeds
them.

The Ministers Widows' and Orphans’ Fund is
anothier subject claining attention. It must be
self-evident to all who couswler the malter, that,
with & very few exceptions, our Ministers do not
receivo more than is absolutely neceesary for the
present support of thewr fanuhies, and are thus aito-
gether unnble to make any provision for their
widows or orphans, in the event of being removed
by death, ‘I'he subject is one that concerns every
tember of the church, and we hope will be taken
up by the Synod-with a spirit- aud in a manner
suited to its importance.

‘T'here ure other matters also requiring prompt
and decisive action, and upen which it would ill
befit that Court to give an uncertain sound.  May
the spirit of wisdom preside in the assembly!
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GAELIC PERIODICAL.

An estcemed - correspondent—a  Missionary—
has repeatedly nddressed us on the importanice of
having & Gaclic paper, like our Record, for our
Celtic brethren. We would, for their sakes, hail
such a publication, if we saw any rearonable pros.
pect of its finding adequate support. ‘This, how-
ever, we do not see § for a8 the number of High-
landers in Canada, who cannot understand English
when it is apoken, is not very great, the number
of those who can read Gaclic, and cannot read
English, must be still smaller; and it is for this
last class chicfly, that a Gaelie periodical would be
most useful. No doubt zeal, in a good cause, will
overcore many difficulties ; and we do not say that
for informing even the small number of our High-
land population, who cannot read English, but read
Gaclic, respecting the progress of Christ's king-
dom in the world, a sacrifice should not be made
for supporting a Gaclic periodical among them.—
Next to having such a publication among ourselves,
will be the promoting the circulation of the Free
Church Garric Witxess.  'We had lately sent us
a copy of what we understood to be the first num.
ber, of a new scries, of that publication, and handed
it to one of our Gaelic students, for ashort account
of its contents, with a view of.giyhig it to our
readers.  However, we have not yet reccived it
from him.

We copy the following notice from the * Free
Church Missionary Record” for February :—

GAELIC WiTNESS.

We have much pleasure in announeing that the
Board of Missions and Education have resolved on
rosuming the -publication: of - this'importast ‘work.
It1will, as formerly, be under the* supetintendence
of the Rev. Df{jbéli_-_y.'offl?um';“ud will ‘be
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