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CONTINGED,

" T is true that the wearing of the
byl Brown Seapnlarstill givesashare
In eertain privileges attached to
the Order of Mount Carmel, but
it the chiet of all these privileges
turns out to be a fraud perpes
trated by the Carmelites thems
Kelves, we  can  searcely
much reliance will he placed upon the
efficaey of the rest, Tt heeomes a syrihol of

devation without anything tangibie and .

trustworthy attaching to it, exeept a vigne
and undetined impression, that the wearer
i in some sort of way under Our Lady's

protection,  To place an absolute relianee
ot tocherish it with loving and undoubt-

contidenee in its eticaey, to regard it as

a certain claim to her all-powerful

intercession at the hour of death, beeomes |

@ sy superstition, It may even generate
A false presumption, and  encourage the
sinner in talse hopes and most dangerons

expectations of a help from Mary that she |

has never promised to give, The sinner
way persuade himselt that he is safe of his
silvation, it only he wears to the last this
miggical seapular, and thus put off repent-
ance unt 1 too late, on the ground that his
Reapular will prevent his falling into the
tires of bell, The general tendeney of the
article we are discussing is to erush, orat
least to discountenance, this * idol** of

contidenee in the Brown Seapular, 1t
wonld have us throw to the winds the idea |

that we may rest assured of the salvation of
those who die with the Seapular around
their neeks, 1t allows the piety and utility
of the institution, and that is a visible token
that the wearer owns himself one of our
Lady's ehildren, but the words of Bossuet
to this effeet are quoted, in which he takes
cure to add that Mary will be our Mother
Ot we live in our Lord Jesus Christ 7—a

pious sentiment. the truth of which is un- |

deniable.but in which we read between the
lines that Seapular, or no Seapular, Mary
will not answer far the safety of the sinner.

The Cavmelite

expect  that

pledge ot our perseverencee, the mark ;
wherehy Our Lady will recognize us as hav- |

’
|

eview,

Benedict the Fourteenth, is also gquoted
s admitting that too many abuse these
1.

symbols, or hadges, by o misplaced e
Pdenes in them,  Now, it is perfeetly true
P that such an abuse of the Brown Seapular
Cis theoretically possible, and in the contros
versy with hereties various Catholie writers
are careful to point out that unless in the
beart of the dying sinner there is present
the love of God and eontrition for sin,
nothing in the world ean save hissoul, If
# Catholie continues in 2 state of sin up to
the moment when the soul leaves his hody,
to hell he mnst go, Seapular or no Seapulir,
If he has not made that act of sulnnission
to God and aversion from sin, whiclh is the
condition of eternal salvation. the Seapular
will not aet as o eliarm, Nay, the very
wrnees it carvies with it would only inerease

his divmnation by reason of his greater guilt
in rejecting them,  We st be very
explicit on this point, else we should justly
Lay ourselves apen o the charge of what
would really be a most de and
demoralizing superstition, "I that
anght ean avail to deliver from hell save
love to God and faith in Jesus Christ.would
e aomost abominable and damnable docs
trine, We must not allow any mistake as
to this.  But thisis not the point at issue,
The question is not whether a Catholie
wearing the Seapular and dying in sin
would lose his soul,  Every one must admit
that he would,  The real gquestion s,
whether a Catholie, vho wears the Seapular
up to the moment of death, does die in a
Cstate of sing This is the veal wmeaning of
Lour Lady's promise —that every one who
dies with this Seapular upon him, shall
L previously obtain from God the grace of
contrition: that his devotion to the Holy
Mother ot God, evidenced in his wearing of
her badge and livery, shall earn for him
such good dispositions at the hour of his
death. that in virtue of them, through the
merits of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
he shall be received into the Kingdom of
Heaven. It may be objected that this ton
is a demoralizing doetrine, that it encours
ages men to sin, because, forsooth, hy wears
ing the Seapular, they ean ensure t
Leonversion before their death, They
indulge in every possible viee, and yot o
not fear, sinee saving grace ean be obtained,
and Heaven ean be purchased by the very
| simple device of putting on a little biv of
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