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THIRD SABBATIL

SURIECT 1o ]n'ayiny mather, 1 Sam. 13
1-28.  Golden Text, 1 Sum 1: 28. Read
e whole chapter. .

B Samuel's father’s name was Elkanah, his

mother’s name Hannah,  Beth parents were
pious, as is abundantly evident from the
teching " of this narrative  Elkanab, his
fiher, was a Levite of the family of Kobath,
We know but little concerning 'him, indeed
gothing more than isrecorded here.  Hannal,
4is mother, was a prophetic pocet of o high
gder.  Her hymm of thanksgiving (2nd ch.)
telongs to the highest class of inspired poetry.

¥, 21— W'ent up to Shiloh, it was his cus-
wm. AN bis house.  Libe Joshua ho served
Ged with all his house. 7% yearly sacrifice.
B S Judizes 213 19 Luke 2: 411 1 Sam. 20: 6.
Probably the yearly sacrifice was offered at
ceof the three annual fe and though
B be males only were required to attend on

Lese ocea yet it seems that all the family
B cended at one of them.  is vae.  Not told
wlat the vow was.  But likely it reforred to
&2 binh of a son.  The cu~tom of vowing
tatit God wonld graunt some favour, the reci-
et would give to his service some precious
i, was cornmon to the -Old Testament dis-
§pasation  Many texts be consulted on this
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Hannah gave her reacons for not
ving her husband to Shiloh. She
ted resoived tot to appear beture the Lord till
ferchild was not only old enough to go with
ter, but also 10 remain behind her.  1Weaned.
Hebrew children were sometimes weaned it
ree vears of age, sometimes at two.  roba-
BB Hannale clung to her son as Jong as she
W cild consistently with what she felt to be her
B

V. 23.—Elkanah ngrees to his wife’s pro-
a), adding **the Lovd establish His Word.™
tasno word or promise from God is re-
Qrded in refevence to Samuel, there must
Jcvc been some special communication that
s not been recorded.

24 ~Werned, the child is taken to

See Josh.

. ‘The burnt offering was always ac-
smpanied by an oblation. Numb. 28: 11, 12,

tukich purpose the v provided; and
R: 2 drink ofteving, (Numb. 28: 14) hence the
e The burnt offering represented the
; ander of the person to God; the oblation
four represented the dedication of the pro-
and the drink offering, the hearty joy
Fih which the person aud property were
Boffred.”  These ofierings were peculiar-
sppropriate when Elkanah aad his wife
e yielding to God that which was dearer
fe and property—~an only son.
~—To Evy, the High Priest. .
5. 26-28.—Hannah’s words to Eli as she
ve ber child up to the Lord.
A by soul liveth, a strang asseveration, £
$iike woman gc., Eli had forgotten her.  She
Bdnot Leen fu Shiloh for three or four years.
EEE in the very place where some years be-
eche had asked for the child she now gives
fatothe Lord; and heis to be engaged in

the Tord’s service all his life. A noble act of
a noble woman. Future lessons will show ua
what came of it.

LESSONS,

1. Children are God's gift, and should be

welcomed as Hannah weleomed Samuel.

Children way be pious from their in-
fancy; they may bLe regenerated from the
womb; they may grow up in the Church.
And the children of believers ought to.  The
picty of Samuel was under God owing to the
piety of his parents. .

37 The best thing parents cando with their
children is to give them to the Lord. Oh
that theve were many mothers to day like
Hannalh! The Church would seon see her
Iaborers multiplicd.

4. Let childven be faken to the Lord’s
house.

5. Children may enter young upon the
Lord’s service, and spend all their days doing
His will. .

6. We may confidently cxpecet that God
will accept and save our children if we dedi-
cate them to Him, and train then aright.

FOURTH SASBDATH.

Sunsect:—The child Swmuel, 1 Sam. 3:
1-10. Golden Text, Luke 18: 17. Read
chap. 2: 11, 18,19, 25

Seven or cight years have passed since the
incidents of the last lessoun occurred; and the
child Sammuel, or better the boy, was at this
time probubly 10 or 12 years old.

V. 1.— Ministered, doing what he could,
lighting the lamps and opening the doors of
the Tabernacle, (sce V. 15) all under the di-
rection of Lli.  7The Word of the Lord, .
Communications through the prophets, rrE-
crots, becanse rare.  Seldom granted because
of the sinfulness of the priests and people (see
ch. 2: 12-36).  No open vision. A vision wag
not comman. .

Vs. 2-6.—Ili lived in the Tabernacle: He
was growing old. 1lis sight was failing, and
he was becoming feeble. ™ He was evidently
accustomed to call Samuel by night if he
wanted anything. [Ience Samuel's mistake
in supposing that Eli called him ot this time.
Samuel also slept in the ‘Tabeinacle; and one
night, towards morning, ‘*Ere the lamp of
God went out jn the temple,” the Lord called
him, pronouncing his name with an audible
voice. Samuel heard, but supposing it was
EW’s voice, he avose and went to him. The
Lord called again, and again Samuel arose
and went to Eli, saying, * thov didst call me.”
But Eli says, no, my sou, I called thee not;
lie down again. -

V. 7.—Not yet know the Lord. The first
clause of this verseis explained by the second.
Samuel knew not the Lord in the way of re-
ceiving commmunications from him; for such
communications were rare.

V. 8.—A tlurd tipse Samuel isealled, anda
third time he rises and goes to Eli. And Eli
now came to the conclusion that the Lord
must have called the child. There was no
other way of accounting for the strange oc-
. currence. And Samuel’s piety was such asto
lend probability to the idea that God would

communicate his will through hum.



