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Some Postal Deficiencies.

Nf)T\\'l‘[‘HST.»\NDINH the improv-
ments ‘made by =ir Witlianx Mulock
an? his very efficient deputy, Mr. Co ilter,
the Canadian postal service is far behind
Germany and other countries. One of the
particular instances of the backwardness
and inefliciency of the Canadinu postal ser-
vice in some cases, is furnished vy the
post office of the Capital itself. The Ot-
tawa post office is one of the moss import-
ant in the Dominion, in as much as, in
addition to the mailing rights of a popsla-
tion nnmoering fully 70,000, . it has to
handle an enormous mass of matter sen!
out by various departments of government
and the very bulky and extensive parcels
sent from the Central Experimental Farm.
In uddition there is the receipt of all let-
ters and material addressed to the vari-
ous departments of governinont, incind-
ing the Geological Survey and the Ex-
perimental Farm. Recently additions
have been made to this burden by the
creation of tha Railway Commission an

the National Transcontinental Eailway
Commussion, It wonid siartle the average
slow going European to be told thut there
is no certnin way of buying a postage
stamp in the city of Ottawa after 6 o'clock
in the evening. although nuwerons mails
go out after tiat hour. It is left to the
individnal enterprise of a odd drog store
or wessenger servee to snpoly stamps after
the single vendor of stamps at the post
office ‘chooses to close the wicket. If a
drog store or bookseller or any o'her per-
son received a license to sell postage
stamps—and why in the name of common
sense a license should be required is a pro-
blem—there is no rule or regulation re-
quiriny that person not to rnn out of
stamps and aa a matter ot fact in most
cases an application for stamps is met
with the reply that they are out of them.
The frequent delays in distributing late
mail that comesin is doe no donbs to an
overworked and undermanned staff.
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