
TILE F~A311LY u'IJM;IE .

0W sec biera Jacob, I cornte home ivbien Mary An
died so siîdden, end Icit yot! 'vithi theni three mofhei
less childreu, and touhk riglit bold anti loolzed afte

tbings saines ef they 'vas my owai. I don'tlknow as yau lie
mucli reason Io coniplain, you Iîcv bmil your clothes, and thi
.cbuldrcn*s seen fo; you hev liad good victuals, and hian*

ben nothin' vrasted. lThe niilk's ben fook good care of, wvel
-you know you get morc tor your butter titau eny one rout
'bore. 1 don't sec no call for you tii go and get înarried, n
*your tinie of life, foo, and you a deacon lanflic eburch."l

i 1don't sec 'vliat yon are tiik-ing- sol Jeruslia, 1 liaven'
fuiid eny fauit bave I ? 1 gucss 1 sliant get rnarricd to
night."
1 Wail, I aiu't a fool, Jacobi, you didu't tîscd tii stan' befori

the glass, bruslîin' your hair a baif an hour, je t ftu go ti
evenin' nîctin', aîîd I ain't thec only one tlîat bas noticed iio
you air sprucing up lately. Mrs. Green 'vas in liera thi
afternoon, and site spolie 'bout if.. Sitc said, 9 she slîouldn'
wonder a mita cf you 'vas inarried before winter.' "

i'Mrs. Green is a good lîand to inind other folk*s business
:She liad better stacy at homne and take care of lier f.iiiily."

ti Wall, ail 1 biey tu say is, ef yoi mnust, get inarried dot)'
for massy salie bey that Clarissa Ilowe, uhlat'l site knoiv.'

The Deacon, wlio liad finisbcd bis toulet, did not 'vait t(
hear the restofi'Auiît Jtrusl..as rcmnaikls, but %veist out of tli
mont, cloting the door iwith just a Eu til iian, aud 'valket
ratiier lasttr t in usual to'vard tlie hittie d-iur.-l, ti, take part
in tbe-Tue.day eveniîig piayer meeting. Dtitcun GOcvt 'vas
not;l by any menus an old man, as bib liailf-sister Juruhînà Lad
buîîted;- only forty. Tali, andI as crecf as if lie %verc a soldiei
instead of a fariner, with. bnrdly a silver f brcad arnoug Lis
.-glo.-sy black hiair.

It is mow f hîrce years since 3Irs. Graver, the Deacon's
'vile, died, leaving tbree cbludren, two boys, aîîd a liff le
daugbfer oîîly flirc years old. Tbe Dencon Lad, been vcry
fond of bis ivife, and liad siniccrely mourned ber loss. Slie
'vas sadly missedl in bier home,; for site had licnou ne
48Whio lookcdl 'eli to the wvays of bier liousebold, and ate not
the bread of id*enes."

Deacon Gravez Lad been glad tu '. 1 th flic. suceb of Lis
sister, f0 loit- after Lis. boute atd c.bilçlii, eSj>ctiailly littlu
Mary, %,bo 'vasa dulil.ate çbild atid -,Le onstaut4ittuatiui,
,and bad got alting very 'veli nrith Jututile, aci.uutintg for
ber citenfri,. iça>. y remernbering a dibappuintrment in iowe,
which bad macle bier the old mnid site vas.

.As Jerusîta ..cs-severn ycars older fLan her brother, she
-did nut hesitate to express lber opinioiint th e way Lie managed
bis affaire, and give bim plenty of advice. ciSite bad clone
ber duty byJaco". and flhic bldren,nnd tok riglit hold and
looked after things saines cf tlieys rny own," so site told Mrs.
-Green, but fthc children 'vanfed somet.bing besidcs wholesome
food and dlean clothes, and doses of herblie; fbey nxisseld
a motber'e love Little Mary bad found out iL 'as no usefto
neli aunt Jernaba ci t sing fp. hi or tell ber a sfory, as
ixamma used ta, Ili h nswcrw'as sure f0 be," ci1 bai't got firne;
.go and.set doxvn in.your littie chair and be n-good girl. So
'vben papa 'vas flot about se Iavished bier affection on ber
.kitten or doil.

Sa the inonfls and yeara lad pased, and the deacon ladl

nover given auy iudinatiou, that lie iutendud to Chiange lus
lotit ly condition. Iii vain bcd sister I3abbitt, a bîixorn widowv,
eXpressed lier synipatlîy for li, an<l 'as evidently willing
t0 "i unule lier fortune vifli bis iin the fenderest of tics."
riAbout six mnj ls beforo the date I ain writing, Claris8a,

r- lIowve lied ednie to fltis littie village among the Vermiont
r hlis, fo fry and eara lier living by dressianking. A cousin

v Wbo 'vas nîarried fo a ftrier, liad 'vritten lier, thlat flic only
e dressinaker in the place lîad been obliged f0 give up work on.
t accounit of ber Lealtît. so Clîîrissa,wliose carly home lîad been
1 iihe countfry, gladly left lier little routa in the top of acbeap,

1 cif y boarding bouse, ad, 'vent tu i{ailand, wliere sic madle
t bier bonte ivitii lier couisin, going about froni huonse f0 biouse

cutting uiid uiaking dresses for seventy-five cents a day.
t Altîtougli site worked bard, for everyoue %vas anxious f0 have
- flue city dressmaker, aîîd Jâmet country air, fresbi milk, anid

bomne madle bread, and perlîaps a liglifer Leart, brooglit back
a ic color to lier cheeks, aîîd rîpaikle fo bier eyes. Her cousin

i told ber ilînt she 'vas gettiîîg 3youig. Claritisa 'vas itot twenty-
eigbit. 11cr parentfs lîad died ivlieni sbe wvas sixteeti, leaving
lier aliîîost eutircly depetudent, upou lier own support. IVhien

tsite 'vas about twenfy, she becaîne eugaged f0 a youog imn
she bad loîîg known, and 'vas lookiug forîvard f0 a houle of
ber own, if only a humble uié, %vdien a dreadfui accident
#,ccured on tue railroad, wvbere Johnt Porter, lier lover,

t a brakernan, 'as inNtanfly killed. Sitic that titue
*Clarissa lad worked on, takiiig but liffle ititueât iii anytbing,

î'îîd only cariîîg to carit enougli t0 kcep ou. of debt. Titis
change front flic city lu flise t»uiîtty Liii( Len jiet ivhnt site
i 'd nceded. She arrived iii lbilai ia Alaili, wbeîî ait
nature 'vas awak-ening tu new 1;L Thae aaeiîlu%,ï aîîî lîîhl-

*sides ivere beaufiful i% iii flhc fieuNla é;.b of bpiriîg. Oii every
treand bush tuie bro'vn Lods %wcie btaràtitig, aud tLe tiny
greeîîleaflîetiping ouf. flobinî weit. binigitig, blitlue:ly,assbe(y
slyly 'vttclied flic: îîiglinian fu Ira ut lue :bron furrows,
knowing tbcy %vould mot have to go f..r for tîteir dinner.
* So wiîb flic swcct spring-tite uuecv bope and courage
sprung up in Clarissn's heurt. Life bad a good deal of
brigbtness5 it it, for ber, after ail].

As Dcacoa Grover 'vniktd toward flic tilîîiîdî, vif b
Jerushia's rcmarks riiiging ha lis car, lie %%as ubliged tu admit
flint flic dearcst 'visb of bit; licatt 'vas fu make Claris Howe
lus wvlfe. TLe first fime lie saw ber at clturcli, and beard lier
bWect volte siniging flic fam*:Iar b>y nils, bu Lad aliuost talleu,
in love 'vitliber, and afte.îvard tetizng be;r at the evenig
meeting, ivith her euta, vvho lied gaven bita an iltroduc-
fion, Le iras euhl mort Pb.ased wiith bier. Neyer, in ils >oung
days wben le was pajing atfcntiua to Mary Ana, Lad, ho
been so inucla love. Wlien Lie war, about hie work lo
fiiud inuscîf tbinking of Clarissa. Eis flid of ripening
ivhteaf, reînindcd bita of lier golden lrown bair, and flic bitte
violets, that littIe Mlary picked clown by fthe brook, aad
brouglit f0 himta o put iu 'vater for lier, just mntcbed lier
Les.

Hle baid neyer paid any partieular attention to Clarissa
but someho'v iL lad begun fo be 'vliepered around "itbat
Deacon-Grovcr 'vas ai tocli up 'vifl thc new dressinaket."

Murs. Green badbcen flic finit to carry flic nce fo Aunt
Jcriirla,whvo 'as vcryindiignant. .&itbough sbe-lad alii1
borneof ber owa,rbelikedhlier position ne m1strcss-of ber
brotler's bouse, and flic rent of bier place could he aIl put la
tlic banik.

,&The idcc," aIe said, c'of Jacob marryia' fliat air oity
-dressmakcer, whlat'll ebe know 'bout takin' care *of milk, and


