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Poisonons Wall-Paper.

Dr. Kedzie, of the Michigan Agricultural College, showed
us last summer, when visiting that institution, a large col-
Jection which he had made of specimens of wall-paper of
different shades and_patterns, colored with arsenic, which
gives a remarkably delicate and agrecable shade, and hence
the eagerness with which these colors are sought.  Healso
exlbited the simple test for the arseme, of which we gave
a brief notice at the time.  He has singe favored us with a
copy of the Report of the Michigan Board of Health, con-
taining valuable contributions from his pen, the result o
carcful investigation on more than one subject of impor-
tance, and some additional facts relative to the deleterions
cffects of poisenous paper, in addition to several which he
stated to us,

One of the cases of pmsoning was that of a yuung danghter
of a gentleman formerly a Sate Senator ~ The room in
which she slcpt was covered with poisonous paper, the
ground of which was stone color with bands ot bright

en.  Yoon after occupying the room her health began to
ail, lameness came on, and darting pams through various
parts of the body, languor, fever, sores, &e.  Medical ad-
vice and treatment did no good.  When she left home for
2 few weeks her bealth ymproved, but she relapsed on re-
turning hume. After some months the paper of the room
was suspected as the cause.  The girl was removed, and
entirely recovered her health. On aualysis, nearly five
ains of arsenic were found for each square foot of surface.
The room remained vacant a year, when it was oceupied by
2 boy for a time, Ie soon became similarly affected. On
removal to another room he recovered.  Several eases of a
similar charaeter occurred.

The only sure way of detectng tins poison 13 by chemical
tests, although a practiced eye will often do so from the
color. A bright grass green may always be suspected.
But all greensare not poisonous ; many do nnt contain a
trace of arsenic. Then, again, other colore are mized with
and obscure the green where the puison is in large propor
tion, In such cases, a good mucroscope will often detect
siegka of green, Tobe certain on any doubtful ‘)oint,
{) ¢ a portiun of the suspected paper on a table and® pour
half a teaspoonful of hiquid amnuma upon it; a blue pro-
cipitate shows tho presence of the copper with the arsenic;
then drop into the solution s small crystal of nitrate of
silver (which is white and clear), and the yellow prec.putate

which forms about the mtrate indicates arsemc atself,

Coment for Walls and Cisterns.

With one pint of quicklime or good (new) cement, we
use from one to two parts of coarse, sharp sand, to make a
stiff paste. This for quality depends on the freshness of
the lime or cement, which requires less sand in proportion
to its strength. Sand is usetul to diminish the cracking,
as the i)aste or mortar dries, thereby to giveit ‘“‘body”
and help fill up. Quick mortar should be made up every
day, for each day’s work, which is contrary to practice in
this country, but the mortar 1s better. It never becomnes
soft after use, from age Into this, fine and coarse gravel
can be worked by the trowel, as the junts are flushed.
For cisterns, Rosendale and Portland cement takes the
place of hme, with only less sand, and mahes wallsas solid
as Ransome stone. The nfagnesia of the cetment scans to
have a peculiar athmity for unburnt hmestone and brick
surfaces. y

Finely pulverized soft brick, mixed with about equal
parts of wood ashes and a little water in a basim, is put on
the surface ot a cement-lad or gruated luor of a duell:
ng house, with a trowel, and worked up to a fimsh that
much resembles a glaze on pottery. This 1s casily swept
and washed, and wears always a cleanappearance. As a

te to repair old cisterns and stup cracks, with or with-
out the addition of a small quantity of iron filngsand sal:
ammoniac, this is very valuable,

We wish it were possible to nnpress our masons with
the fact that thin joints make thc best walls, and require
the least quantities of water and cement, both of which are
chemically stronger aad better fur being muxed for the

purpose.

———— s @

The Sense of Smell in Inseots.

Fernand Papillon, in Popular Science Monthly, says:—
Entomologists mamtain that scent 13 very delicate in most
insects, and rely on plausible conjectures on this subject,
but they do not as yet hoow what the seat of the sense of
smell in nsects 1. When meat 18 exposed to the air, 1n a
few moments fhies make their appearance in a place where
none had Lefore been scen, .1t refuse matter or bodies of
animals are left on the ground, mseccts flock to them at
once, feeding un such substances, and depositing their eggs
in them. Scent alone scems to guide them, exclusively of
sight even; for, 1if the object of thar desire s hudden, they
easily manageto find it. A curious fact as to the scent of
insects is furnished by those kinds that prefer decaying
gsubstances. A beautiful arum is found in our woods, the
cuckoo-g\mtlc, whose white tlower diffuses a disgustin
odor. Now, the inside of this flower is often filled with
tlics, snails and plant-lice, sceking the putrid source of this
fetid smell. We may sce the httle creatures in quest of
their food or of a fit place to lay their eggs, move about in
all directions, and quit most unwillingly the flower whose
scent has misled them.

“‘How MANY ProrLr,” says Jeremy Taylor, ‘‘are busy
in this world gathering together a handful of thorns to sit
apon?”

Every »ATURE must bave the sub-soail plouglung of
sorrow, before it can recognize cither its present poverty
or posgible wealth, .

CasToR 011 AvoNG THE CHINESE.—A writer states that
castor o1l has so little effect on Chineso intestines that the

f | Celestials use it habitually in cookery.

No STABLE IS FIT FOR USE, or cconomical, uuless pro-
vision is made for draining the urine from it as sovn a« it
falls,

ArrexTios is direeted to the advertisement of Ellwanger
& Barry, nurserymen, Rochester, N.Y. They are large
and successful growers of fruit and ornamental trees,
shrubs and plants.

Don't fail to rcal the advertisement of T. C. Maxwell
& Brothers, Geneva, N. Y. ‘They are reliable men, and
have a large stock of the best of Trees, Plants, cte. It
will pay you to correspond with them.

** WHERE 18 the hoe, Sambo "
““Well, where 18 the rake?' ¢ Wid the hoe.” * But
where are both ¥ ** Why, bof togeder, massa ; you 'pears
to be bery ‘ticular this morning.”

Iy Soutit AMERICA and Australia it is stated that the
imnmersion of hides twenty-four hours i a two per cent.
solution of carbolic acid, and subsequently drying them,
has been successfully substituted for the more tedivus and
expensive process of salting.

¢ Wid the rake, tnassa.”

WALNUT-TREES sometimes attain prodigious size and great
age. An Italian architect mentions having seen at St
Nicholas, in Lorraine, a sngle plank of the wond of the
walnut twenty-five feet wride, upon which the Emperor,
Frederick I1L, had given a sumptuous banquet. In the
Bawdar Valley, near Balaklava, in the Crimea, standsa
walnut-tree at least 1,000 years old. It yiclds aunually
from §0,000 to 100,000 nuts, and belongs to bve Tartar
families, who share its produce equally.

Perrrving CipEr Barrers.— A correspondent of the
Bostun Cultivator accomplishes it this way : — I cleansed a
cask that had boiled ciderin it ; it is 33 sweet asa new one.
I put about two quarts of lime in it apa filled it with water
and let 1t stand 24 hours, then turned it out and rinsed
thoroughly with water Then I took a piece of sheet iron
and made a funnel shaped cup that would go into the bun
hole, riveted a narrow piece of hoop wron to it, about lg
jnches long, then put a red hot bolt into the cup and filled
{ with sulphur, and putinto the barrel and cleansed the vents
jand bung. I let stay about ive hours, then rinsed well, and
it was all mght. "Lhe handle to the cup makes it easy to
fumigate barrels,

Te~rixa THE VALUE oF Roors. —The following anecdote
was told at a meeting of the Elmira, N. Y., Farmers' Club,
t by 4 member who thought roots did not amount to much :
T hnew of a controversy between two neighbors in Penn-
18y Ivama on the merits of flat turnips, which they mutually
agreed tosettle by a test, and to mahe it interesting, they
made a wager of one hundred dollars.  They touvk a yoke
of cattle as nearly alike as possible ; one man tying his ox
to the fence and feeding han all the turnips he could eat
and nothirg else.  The other man was to tie his ox ap in
the same manter and throw suow balls at him and nothing
else. At the end of a week of these respective ways o
feedmyg, each man was to have lus respective ox weighed,
and his winch exlulated tlie greatest gain was to take down
the muncy. The man who threw the suowballs raked
down the pile.”

Tue S¥ARE AND CAT. —~Thete 18 something wholly sigui-
ficant, writes an American naturahst, in the gleam of the
yenake s eye—it 13 & luok generally of the most malicivus
ynature.  Uats have the same lovk whenirntated. At such
times there 18 a ray of vicrous intelligence in the cyes of
both cat and snake, and that they are both of them ani-
mated by a deadily purpose is soon perceived, should any
creature be 1 thar power. A bird has been scen to whirl
round and round in a circle, ncar the ground, not in the
usuat manner of flying, but with a short, frightened, flut-
tering motion, till 1t fell to the surface, when it was soon
in the mouth of the snake. Now we believe a cat is the
only quadruped that wall face a snake, 'Wo havo watched
a big tomcat stave at a large snake for an hour together,
puss all the time with hig back up, his hair on end, and his
tail gently waving to and Tro, the snake at the same time
gazing just as intently on the cat.
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