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strike may' bc made ; but the flet reiains that
such lias not yet been comle uîpon, nor from the
formation ofthe country is Lt likely ta accur. It
would, we tlîink, be.exceedingly rash -not to use
a stronger terni -of the shareholders, in view of
their past experience, to sink further money in
whiat hias already proved to be more of a chiiera
than a speculation. Two years' work lias hither-
to resulted in the mining of only eighty.sevei
tons, and yet they are asked to further hsdLcribe
on the statecent and promises of an interested

party, who can show 110 grouinds 011 which to

support his far fron iinibiasse(l opinion. Such
comipanies are not only disastrous to their own
investors, but do incalculable harm to really
g enuine enterprises, whichi receive the cold shoul-
der fron English capitalists, who are unal). to

scriiîînate betweei a loudly-trui peted concern,
whose only profits are on paper, anid a really
lonest and renunerative investiment.

IL a recent issue of one of our Amnerican con-
temporaries reference is made to the fact that
notwithstan(liig that the demand for mica
lad so iicreased of late, no correspond-
ing activity was observable in its produc-
tion within the limîîits of the Republic. In
the construction of dynamos, niotors, and
other clectrie appliances, mica plays an ii-

portant part on account of its flexibilty and
insulating properties, and with the constantly
enlarging spherc of electrical miechanics, a very
large quantity is annually used. For these pur-
poses the American article is unsuited, it being
foiund to be inferior in cleavage and flexibility,
the two great requisites, and the Canadian "am-
ber mica" is in almost universal use. This is
chiefly obtained fron the mines of the British
Canadian 'Mica and 'Mining Co., in the Town-
ship of Villeneuve, Ottawa Couînty, Quebec, and
of the Sydenham Mica and Mlining Co., in the
Township of L.oughboro', Ontario, although con-
siderable quantities are also taken out by simall
operators in the Ottawa Valley and Kingston
<itricts. elic UnitedStatesGovernimient, in its re-
cent enactiîent of the McKiunley tariff, lias done all
in its power to foster the îidustry by iniposng a
duty of 35 per cent. upon the forcign product :
but even with this assistance very little iiprove-
ment is noticeable in the outiput of the Anerican
mines, for tle reason that, protected or not pro-
tected, it is îlot of sufficienti quîality and is n1ot
therefore wanted : and the only alternatives left
to niinufacturers of electrical apparatus are
cither increasing the cost of the machines or
using iiferior iaterials ; and in this latter con.

nection it is said that soie have gone the lengîth
of using paper as a substitute for iîica. Refer-
ence to a recent report of the U. S. Geological
Survey discloses somîe statistics bearing upon
the subject. hlie production of mica in the
United States in 1884 vas 147,410 pounds: in

SS5, 92,ooo pounîds; in i886, 4o,-oo pounids ;

in 187, 70,500 pouids ; and in 1SSS, 4 8 ooo

1 oundC. The value Of the amîoîilnt in 1887 was
$142,250, and Of that in 1888, $7o,oo. These

figures show coicltisively that the output is on
the whole falling off Compared witli these are

the inports of foreign (i.e., Canadian) unmîanu-
factured mica, which for 1884 were $2S,284; in
1S85, $28,685 ; in 336, $56,354; in 1S87,
$49,085 ; and in 1 888, $57,54r. It mulst, hlow-
ever, be noted that in the iilports of the last
three years, grotund mica waste is included, an
article which conceris about go per cent.
of the product of the mines, and for which
there is a steadily increasing denand in
the mainuifacture of lubricants. It is evi-
dent, therefore, diat left to itself and unhani-

pered by tariff restrictions, the trend of the An-
erican demand would be almost entirely towards
the Canadian " Miuscovite " and amilber qualu-

ties; and even tunder the detrimental influ-
ence of a 35 per cent. duty, there will
no<' doubt be a large consumîption of it
within the Republic, while the American
mines will derive little or no benefit fron a stim-
ulant that may galvanize theni into a short arti-

ficial life but which can effect no permîanîent

results upon an industry which lacks the essential
element of filling a demand. Some one must
pay the increased cost of the electrical apparatus
or use inferior machines, and that snome one is of

course the purchaser, while many articles pro-
duced by clectric power will be dearer, so iliat it
appears as if no one would be benefited, but
iany injured directly or indirectly, by the mis-
taken zeal of the Ohio statesman.

The statement of the receipts of coal by water
at the four principal ports on the St. Lawrence
during the year just closed, given elsewhere in
our colunis, affords an interesting study at a
moment when the question of reciprocity in this

particular is being agitated. elic arguments
used by those who favor this novement are seve-
ra!. It is said that the United States is the truc
geographical market for Lower Port coal, and
that the tariff restrictions whiclh confine the out-
put of Canadian collieries to their own country
are vexations and hamîper the industry, whercas,
if done away with, the loss of the St. Lawrence
market would be more than counterbalanced by
the large demand that would arise from the At-
lantic ports, etc. Regarding the first, ils sotnd-
ness is only apparent, for it will be readily seenî
that the Anerican coast market is equally con-
tiguouis to the homie producing centres from
which it is at present supplied, and the comipeti-
tion would be such that the business would not,
at all events for a long tine to couie, amount to
very miuch-a fact that nullifies their second

proposition also. This is proved, iioreover, by
the liglt of actual experieice. Ii the days of
reciprocity there was no great prosperity, but oun
the contrary the industry languislied and made
little or no progress, and it vas not until 1879,
when a duty of 5o cents per ton was imposed by
the )ominion Governiiment, that affairs began to
look up. Subscquently the tariff 'Vas raised to
6o cents, owing to an incrcase in the iiposts in
mining plant, etc., and since that time the annual
output of Nova Scotia lias steadily enlarged
tuntil it lias reacled the present figures. The
records of the two periods of reciprocity and pro-
tection contrast strongly when placed side by side.

Il 1869, the total coal sales of Nova Scotia were

511,795 tons, and in 1879, in which a cuty was
imposed, 6S8,626 tons ; an inerease of only 176,

3 tons ; while in the next ten ycars we find the
sales have increased to 1,555,107 tons, or a gai
of 866,481 tons-sufficient and incontrovertible

evidence in support of our statenient. It is truc
that the price is still low and profits are compa
ratively small, but the present condition of affairs
is far more satisfactory to owners and employees
than the old condition of things. And it is to
Quebec that this is due almost entirely. Ontario
is too far west for the Nova Scotian colleries to
conipete with Anierican coal, even under the

present duty, but the sister province lias since

1879 turned altogether to the Lower Provinces
for fuel, and lias absorbed vast and ever-increasing
quantities. In 1879, the slipmIents ta QuCbec
amounted in all to only 83,7 10 tons ; in 1889 the
imports by water at the four principal St. Law.

rence ports of Nova Scotian coal were 404,896
tons; and last yar, owing to somewhat lower

freights and a better demand, the aggregate had
increased to 529,491 tons-124,595 tons more

than in the preceding year. From this it nay

be judged that the industry is in a healthy state,
and that the future shows a promise, for the loss of
whichnoAmerican demand thatNovaScotia could

secure could compensate. Two further features
in the statement of favorable character also at.
tract attention. It will be observed that not only

was the aggregate eportation greater but that

every colliery participated in the gain,*the rel-
ative business of cach for 1889 and 1890 show-

ing a satisfactory balance, in sonie instances
amounting to many thousands of tons, in favor of

the latter year. And also the inports of coal

from Great Britain had largely decreased and

formed but an inconsiderable itenin in the gross

total, for while in 1889 62,629 tons were brought
to the Province of Quebec, only 16,974 were im.l-

ported last year, showing that the Nova Scotia
article is growing in favor as well as in demand.
From these considerations, it is plain that the
collieries in the Liower Provinces have much to
lose and nothing to gain by any change from the

present state, and on the subject of reciprocit% a
"mnasterly inactivity" will be found the niost

profitable attitude in the end.

The case of Danscreau et a/ v. the Dominin
Phosphate and Miniig Company, liimîited, na
resuned on the 15th instant, in the Suprent
Court at Aylner, Mr. Justice Maihiot presidiii.
Mr. J. M. Mcl)ougall appeared for the plain
tiffs, and Mr. J. R. Fleming, Q.C., for the de
fendants. It was conmnenced in May, 1892.
but owing to the difoiculty in collecting wit

niesses, and the absence at one time and an
other of the principals, it vas adjourned unûl
the above date. The history of the suit is as

follows : In11SS3 the phosphate mine owined
by plamtiffs on what is kinown as the Clapleau
lot, situate in the Township of Portland East.
Ottawa Couinty, Province of Quebcc, vas closed
down, the niining plant being left on the proa
perty. Adjoining this property is the North-
Star mine, operated by the Dominion Phosphate


