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Conmercially the principal produets of Fiji are suga-,
copra (dried cocoa-nut) and gyreen fruit (bananas, pine-
apples, etc). One irnight be tcm-pted to say that every-
tlîing g-rows or will grrowv in Fiji on account of the richiness of
the sou, ample moisture and warmith. But this is flot the
case. Its very exuberance and fertility, and want of seasons
of rcsýt fur natures work, are incompatible withi the successful
gIrowvth of grapes, apple.s, raspberries, strawberries, tomiatoes,
1)otatocs and other of our conimion and valucd products.
1rodigal as nature us ini the tropics, it is the teniperate zone
that products thc staff of life.

I ivas interested in a visit paid to a plantation wherc were
grown the vanilla bean, turmeric, allspice, coffee, tea, cacao
(froni %which chocolate is miade), the cocaine plant, cotton,
pepper, pine-apples and ginger. It may be remiarked that the
,'anili plant belongs to tie orchids, and is trined or grrown

on cotton trees iilantcd for the purpose. Another peculiar
thing about the pilant is that the flowers are not self-fertilizing,
and tie fertili/ation is donc by hand. Wlîethcer the introduc-
tion of becs. would olviatc this manual labor, I arn not prcpared
to say. Thelî vanilla bcan whcn. 1ulled froni Uhc plant, would
readily pabb for our long green vegetable bean. At this stage
ît is whiolly devoid of aronia. This is only dcvelopcd in the
kilns and by a bweatin-i Lroccss, when the alkaloid vanillin is
produccd.

Mie South Sea Islanders arc essentially vegetarian.s, al-
thuugh fishi forrn an important part of their diet too. The
hiunt furnishies them, nothing but the wild pigeon and thc duck.
Thecre is no other gaie or wild animal. T1'le principal food
of the lijian is thc yami, ai big root soniething likc our miangle,
as a mile thiough far* larger. 'l'lic next vegetable rnostly eaten
is thc taro, whiclî belong.s to tic Arumi famiiily, and is grown
on1 vcry wct g'round. 1?robably tic fincst trc iii the Soutlh
Scas- is tlîc bi-cad-fruit trcc with its large, glossy, indcnted,
brighit-grecn leaves. It wvill bc rcicmbiicrcd" that Uic mission
of tlic ill-fa-ted ship " B)ounity," Captain Blighi, whosc crew
nîutinicd (1 789), wvas to gatiier lircad-fruit trccs for transplant-
ing to Uic WVest Indies. 'Flc brcad-fmuit is green, its surfacc
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