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RASTERN MAGI—MURDER OF THE lN.\'OCENTS-—'HEROD’S}

DEATH,

4th Matthew, 0d chap.

|
?
——— He sat upon his stately throne, '
And when he heard that Eastern Magi came
Ioguiring where the Jewish king was born,
Duclaring that they saw His glorious star
Anid they had come to do Him reverence,
B trembled—his check grew pale with terror,
And stern dismay sat on his clouded brow.
F1is soul was troubled.—Jerusalem too
Vv ax terror stricken,—was oppressed with fear
* Lest she should witness more of crue! deeds,
Aund beara part in slaughter—blood, and death.—
He that's born king of the Jews—where is He
‘The Magiask?  And frighted llerod calls
Togother all the chief Priests and the scribes
Demanding where Messiah should be born ;
And when he heard the place was Bethlehem,
But the fell fiend
Ly crouched within his bosom, fearing light
- And played a while the base dissembler’s part.
With cunning deep and smile of hate he spake
“* (o search with diligence, and find the child
* And bring e word that I may worship Him” —
Forth go these first-fruits of the Gentile world
T find, and Lo adore their iufant l.ord,
Rejoicing greatly with exceeding joy
When they beheld again this glorious star.—

‘o .
His dark designs were formed.

They go alone—’mongst all Jerusalem’s
fnhaabitants not one, with.joyful heart

- Was found to bear these Gentiles company,
And pay their homage to the Prince of Peace.
‘Vhe Magi came—they saw and they adored
‘Uhe meek redeemer of a fallen world,
And being warned, in a dream, of God,
"That they should not return to [lerod’s court,
They homeward bent tiybie steps another way—
Behold the monster’s rage, when dark suspicion
Saized upon his soul, and the fell fiend
Wiiispered ¢ thou art mocked,” and bid him seck revenge,
Upon his downy couch he lay, but now
His fevered brain chased soothing sleep away.
His pious subject calmly, sweetly slept,

- Forgot his daily toils, and on his lip
The snile of sweet contentment played—
But royal Herod tossed upon his couch
From side to side and trembled when he thought
Upon his infant rival.— Sin howe’er
14 pregnant with dark projects, and when
~he sees her willing captives at a loss,
She flid with speedy succour, and then pours
Th’ blackest venom o’er the soul that loves her
Most. She came, and clothed her favourite son
in her best dress, and on his burning brow
She placed a wreath of wormwood dipt in blood,
And siniled tosce her work so well succeed ;
For now, through cvery vein the poison ran,
It reached the heart, and such a deed was planned
As made tell echo with her hero’s praise~-
Jle called his basest minions to his side,
And bude them speed their way to Bethlebem
And kill ! O heaven hear '—and kill the infant
Jesus—nor Him alone, but to make sure
“The plot, to slaughter every child from one *
Year okl and under, to the babe that hung
Upon its mother's breast, and spare them not--
Like hell hounds, joyous to give pain, they go
With hearts like adamaant, closed gainst woman’s
‘Tesars, and infont cries, and mother’s oarncst

Supplications, and bathe their swords in blood —
0O what a day for peaceful Bethlehem !
O what mourning, what shrieks of agony,
What bitter lamentations then were heard—-
The cry reached Rama, and her daughters wept.—
The barb’rous deed accomplished, did Herod
Gain his object? No—no—Can arm of flesh
Wage war successful 'gainst ompipolence ?
He whom he sought above the rest to kill,
Alone escaped —was by his parents brought
At Go:’s command, to Egypt’s coasts and there
Remained till cruel Herod was no more.---
Hesoon filled up the measure of his deeds
Of wickedness, and then the dread hour came
That he should render his accounts to God.
O fearful hour of misery and pain!—
His body tortured by a thousand $ pangs—
The gnawing worm began its work before
Death’s bidding, and his soul most keenly felt
The gnawing of that worm which never dies,
He died—at Heavén's tribunal learn the rest.

. ALBERT.
* The words of the original, may be rendered from a
year old and under.—Dr. Valpey.

+ Not long after the inhuman murder of the children in
Bethiehem, Herod died, having sufiered the most excru-
ciating pains.—Dr. Valpey.'

MISCELLANEOUS.

HEATHEN BENEVOLENCE.

Munzo Park: in the Desert—I was obliged to sit all
day without victuals, in the shade of a tree; and the
night threatencd to be very uncomfortable, for the
wind rose, and there was great appearance of a hea-
vy rain, and the wild beasts are so very numerous in
the neighbourhood, that | should have been under the
necessity of climbing up the tree, aud rest amongst the
brauches. About sunset, however, as I was prepar-
ing to pass the nightin this manner, and had turned
my horse loose, that he might graze at liberty, a wo-
mao, returning from the labours of the field, stopped
to observe me, and perceiving that I was wearv and
dejected, inquired into my situation, which { briefly
explained to her: wheggapon, with looks of great com-
passion, she took up my saddle and bridle, and told
me to follow her, Having conducted me into ber hut,
she lighted up a lamp, spread a mat on the floor, and
told me I might remain there for the night. Finding
that 1 was very hungry, she said she would pracure
me something to eat. She accordingly went out, and
returned in a short time with a very fine fisb; which
having cansed to be half-broiled upon some embers,
she gave me for supper. ‘Lherites of hospitality being|
thus performed, towards a stranger in distress, my
worthy benelactress, poiotiog to the mat, and te”in‘g
me [ might sleep there without apprehension, called to
the female part of her family, who had stood gazing
on me sll the while in fixed astonishment, to resume
their task of spinning cotton, in which they coatinued
1o employ themselves great part of the night. They
lightened their labours by songs, one of which was
composed exiempore, for I was myself the subject
of it. It was sung by one of the young women, the
rest joining in a sort of chorus. The uir was sveet
and plaintive, and the words literally translated,were
these: ** The winds roared and the rsins feill. T
poor white man, {sint and weary, came and sat un.
der onr free. He has no maother to bring bim milk;
no wife to grind bis corn. Charus, Let us pity tbe
white man, no mother has he, &c.” Trifling as this
cecital may sprear tothe reader. to a person in iy
situation the circumstance was affecting in the high-
est degree. | was oppressed by such unexpected
kindness; and sjeep fled from my eyes. Inthe o.orn-
ing, I presented iny compassionate landlady with two
of the four brass buottons which remained on my
waistcoat: the only recompense [ could make ber.—
Park’s Travels in Africa.

CONTRIVANCES OF ANTS,
A gentleman of umimpeachable veracity, remarked
to us the other day, that while in the Islsnd of St.
Croix, he instituted several experiments with refer-

‘ence to ascertaining the truth of what he had been
ioften told, of the ingenuity and apparent reasonings o
the ant of that beautiful {sland. Having sl.in a centi-
pede, which bad beens-nt bim by a friend, he lsid ¢
on the window stool within his ap«rtment, where,
though not a single individual of that mischievous
race of vermin had been seen, to his great gratifica-
tion. in the course of a few hours, one solitary ant
suddenly made his appearance through a crevice is
the cesing, sttracted probably by tbe odour of the
dead body. Shosdy after, having surveyed the pre-
miseg, it disappeared, but speedily returned with 8
host of companions, to whom the discovery of the
prize had unguestionably been communicated; a more
careful survey of the magnitude of the object wa¥
evidently instituted. The whole company then dis-
appeared simultaneously through the crack ; but an
army was pul in requisition, for the third appearance
was a multitude, Having mounted the carcass, ex
amined minutely its exact posiion, and s.ti-fied them-
selves that it was actually bereft of life, and that no
danger would be uncurred from their premeditated
operations, a new and u:laoked for series of labours
were commenced, bearing such a striking avalegy
'to huwan reason, as manifested in what is commonly:
icalled cortrivance, that if there is no intelligence in
fit,—why the metaphysicians have in recervation an
,unexplored field of observation, Well, not being able
‘to move the mass entire, they divided themselves in~
to platvons, and eut the Lody irto portious, of abcut
;ha!fan incb in length, which was eflectually and skil~
|fully done, between a late hour in the afternoon and
the following night, and each piece transferred -to
their citadel through some contiguous aperture, of suf-
ficient diameter to sllow tte loads to pass. When the
observer atose at daylight, every part had been cat-
ried away bat the head, which was really moving o

toward the bole, surrounded by an immense concourse.
of admiring spectators, probably on the qui vive, hap-
py in the delizhtful anticipation of future feasts and
revellings. On farther scrutiny, he found that the
decapitated bead was mounted on the backs ef about
a doz-n bearers, who, like a Roman phulans-with »
testudo upon their shoulders, were maréhing off in,
an orderly manuer, toward the same orifice through
which all the re<t had disappeared.-—Scientific Tracts-.

hdustry—Exertion is the destiny- of all trades,
whether of the brows or of the mind. "God "never
allowed any m do nothing. How miserable is’
the condition of those men who spend the time as if
it nere given them, nat lent: as if the hours wers.
waste creatures, and sich as should never be account-

ed for.—Bishop Hall.

The frequent contcmplation of death, as it shows the
vanity of all human good, discovers likewise the light-
ness of all terrestrial evil, which cettainly can last
no longer than the subject upon which it acts; and
according to the old ebservation, mnst be shorter,
as it is more violeat, The miost cruel ealamity which’
misfortune can produce, must, by the necessity of ns-.
ture, be quickly at an end. The soul cannot long
be held ia prison, but will fly away, and leave a life-
less body to human malice.—7)r. Johnson.

INFLUENCE OF INFANT BAPTISM,
¢ T cannot but take occasion,” says Matthew Henry,
“ to express my gratitude to God for my infant bap-
tism; not only as it was an early admiesion into the
visible body ofDbrist, but as it furnished my parents
with a good argument, and, T trust, through grace, 8
prevailing argument, for an early dedication of myself.
to God in my childhood. If God has wrought any
200d work upon my soul, [ desire, with bumble thank-
fulness, to ackmowledge the influence of my infant
baptism upon it.»
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