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The Horse.

HORSE-BREEDING .FOR PROFIT.

Iips. Couxthy GrNTLEMAN—From
timo fo time in your columus I have
urged readers that bred horsos to
breal away from tho lines followed
for the past ten years, when the only
thing arrived at wus oxtremo speed,
and to mako a good individual the
prime object and good pedigree added
1’ possible. No one should place a
light cstimate on pedigree, for it is
tho only guido to auny certainty in the
roproduction of a fixed type. In breed
ing a trotting horse, little if anything
was taken into consideration excopt
spoed. If a sire had a long list of 2.30
serformers, no mattor if many had

cen trained an entire season to finally
secure a heat in 2 30, mares wero sent
him with littlo thought as to
the other qualifications, or if the tnion
was one calcnlated to produco good
resnlts aside from speced.

We all know how scldom oxtremo
speed has been attained. Awmong the
thoueands on thousands bred, only one
Maud 5., one Sunol. one Allerton, one
Directum, ono Nancy anks, has been
preduced. It is safe to say that
tor every one that has brought fame
and fortune to the breeder, o hu- dred
have brought disappointment. Size,
soundness, beauty, pure trotting ac
tion, everything that made a horse de-
sirablo was made secondary to the
hope for specd. As a consequence
brecders found, when speed was mis-
sed, there was little else attained.
Small, piain, mixed-gaited horses had
no attractions for buyers, and with
the decline of the unhealtiy boom in
breeding trotters, pedigrees counted
for nothing The country was filled
with horses fitted for no special pur-
poso ; toe small or light or high rtrung
for work, not desirable for light ad
driving, because lacking in tinish. or
pure attractive action and still less
fitted tor coach or family use. Theroe
was simply a pedigree! Is it any
wonder there was no market for such
when buyers began to demand good
horses, with or withnut pedigrees, in.
stead of 2 gnod pedigree with or with-
out a horso?

Farmers wero just as eagerin the
mad rush to breed an Axtel or an
Arion or a Nancy Hanks as were
men in other walks of life, and follow-
ing the plow seemed slow compared
to breeding a sen<utional horse and
becoming rich and famous in a day.
History has repeated itself, and when
tho bubble burst, there was a general
scramble to get out, and overy one
wondered why he bad cver been in,
Then came the general ery of over
production, and here we are  The
question was then passed round : Is

thero any type or class or horves th:xt’

it will pay to breed ?

I have long held that if any one
could Lreed horses at a profit, it was
the farmer. Not every farmer, to be
sure, [ : horse breeding is a business
entire.; Jistir.ctfrom general farming,
and to succeed in any business, a man
must have a special liking and adap-
tatioa for it. So, especially in times
like tho present, if you are not @ born
horseman, do not breed at all. Study
woll your tastes and capabilsties, and
be guidcd by the result.

That thore is a domand for good
horses, at prices affording handsome
profit to tho breeder, has beon amply
proved by rccent sales in this city.
Horses bred in the lincs often urged
upon the readers of these columns have
sold recently at astonishing figures,
while so-called ““trotters ™ without
spoed or any special features to ro-
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commond them, havo sold for mnoxt
to nothing, Can the businoss of breed-
ing good horses be suid to have gono
to preces when o lot of carringo und
driving horses without sny pedigreo
or oxtremo spoed sell for an average
of nearly 8800 ?

Mr. 18 D. Morgzan of this ety and
Wostbury, Long-Island, sold a fow
days ago through Willinm liaston a
consignmeont of over thirty horses that
avoraged STTU each, tho star of the
sale bringing $4,500. Yot thoe pro-
duztion of such really grand horses
has found httlo tavor among ovon
furmors, while thoy dreamed of pro-
ducing a possiblo Dircctum, 2.05}.
Take oven Directum, and what would
he bring in a sale-ting if he cuuld rot
trot & mile fuster than three minutes?

A man should breed horses so that
every ammal would have a selling va-
lue irrespective of pedigree. ‘Then a
{ ood pedigree added i8 »0 much added
fvalue. ‘Theso horses sold by My,
| Morean woro all grand individuals,
and were presumably nearly all bred
in trotting lines, but not in what have
beon tormed fashionablo lines.

The lessons of tho sale-ring at pre-
sont are plain. Really desirable horses
bring fuir prices, but others have
practically no value. The genoral pur-
pose driving really useful typeis in
most demand, and probably ten devo-
tees of driving use a fancy trap or
runabout wagon, with a handsome,
substantial horse of the Ilackney type,
whero one prefers the light road
wagon and tho lighter made hoise
suited to drive at speed. Whichevera
breeder seeks to produce, ho must aim
only at the best, Medwenity i3 a drug,

L. €. UsperuiLr.,

New York, May 15,
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It is quite carivus how scldom Lo-
ghishmen who bave the means of in-
dulging any caprice attempt to put
the theory o1 “my Arab steed * 1o the
severe tost of riding himan Englad
a8 a hack. Indeed, ho is hardly over
seen, even amongst the crowd of fuar-
logered atrocities whereon the cloth
cappued, begutered youth of today
disport themselves in Rotten Row
and till we sco somo such demonstra-
tion made in his faver, wo must really
decline to swallow the Indian pig-
sticker’s tales of yawning nullaks ne-
gotiated, (1) and of the marvellous cou-
rage and surefootedness displayed Ly
the Arab, masmuch as the * Arab
mark " is an Oriental cuphuism for a
patr of broken knees, and ho is always
deficiont in scupe, an indispensable
attribute for clearing great width,
while for courage tho pig-sticicers
j themselves allow that 1ot moro than
one1n ten will properly face a charging
boar.

Why, tuo, arc theso wonders nover
| brougiit home to England by the men
1 who ro vaunt their prowess ? It s true
) that Mr. Wiitred Blount—who, tu eay
{ tho least of 1,18 eccentng in the choice
1of s proteges—did his best o boom
the * Cild of tho Desert,” and actually
succeeded 1 obtmmng from  the
Jockey club an added £300 to a stake
at Newmarket, memorable to all time
for the absence amongst tho competi-
tors of the qualitics which are deemed
essential in a race horse. This sorry
digplay was appropriately capped by
thospectacle of Mr. Blount wending his
way 2tcross the Heath on a blue-blooded
courzcer, whoso obvious insecurity
moved even the wald hursemen of Cam-
bridge to pity. (2)

(1) Wide ravines jumped.—Eb.
2} 1. «. the lads of Lur old University.
—Euv.

With the merits of ‘* my Arab
steed " as n siro wo aro not hero con-
corned. o has, no doubt, in tho past
dono ycoman's sorvico. and thero ave
those who think that thoere is yot a
zj:rcat, future in store for him on

inglish stud farms ; but wo do amphn.
tically protest against tho romantic
viows of his charms and capubilities so
widely entertainoed by thoso who have
never made hisacquaintance. Lot us by
all mesns give him his due,znd concode
that ho is & most agreeable cumpanivn
i tont, though an Englishman would
prefer his room to his company if
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prosont and future. The history of
the horso is lost in tho dimness an an-.
tiquity, but tho lecturer by means of
diagrams traced its ovolution from tho
pigmy fossid horso through various
stages, from tho fide digits of tho foot
to four, then to theo, nud finully to
tho lateral bones, which ave now rudi-
mentary, and constituto the horso a
solidupgulous animal. lorse wore
used in vory oarly time for chariots
and probubly riding in Egypt,and they
woro in uged 1702 yeurs bofore Christ,
for wo read that ¢ Josoph gave them
broad for horses.” T'hoy were alse men

oblhiged to slecp undor canvas, and an
Inehman might ontertain a patriotic
predilection fora pig.

A tair huck amongst bad ones, for he
stumbles abominably, ho is hardy, full
of pluck, gay, and usually good tem
pered. o will carry condition where
tho Enghsh hurse would starve, but he
has the worst of shoulder, 18 a8 slow as (1)
a man in top-boots, his stuying powers
coneist chietly in not being able to go
fust onough to tire himsell] and as an
articlo de luxe he must bo pronounced
a delusion and a fraud.—Saturday
Review.
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GOOD HORSES ALWAYS SELL.

Don’t think you can make anything
by saving the service fees of your
mares this year because horseure low.
Some farmers, at least, are notin any
frume of wind to listen to reason on
this subject. Horses do not sell any
lower than any other product compa-
ratively. ‘Tho common kinds of cattlo
aro dull, cverybudy knows the con.
ditivn of sheep, and hogs are about all
thore is left in which there is any
money.

Suppose that hurse breeders gn out
of the business and undertake some
thing olso. Will they raise wheat 2 If
they do, can they be ussured cf uny |
more profit 2 Whoeat was never so low
as it is now. The samo is true of all
other grains. A study of market quo
tatiuns will show conclusively that no
one is in any better condition than tho
furmer.

orse breeders can bear one fact in
mind ag o guide. There is little, if any
cumplaint, from those who havo bred
to superior stallions. The speed spe-
culative markot is discouraging, but
blood and performance, especially if
combined, bring profitable returns,
Good draft animals are taken at prices
which leay s tho brecder u profit. Good
gaited (2) suddlo horses are in activeo
demand and stylish carriago horses
are sought at figures which pay well.

1f you ure satisfied that you kuow
nothing about horse breeding, got out
of the business without delay. I youn
are opposcd to paying a good prico for

tionned B.(". 1686, (Gonesis, chap. 1.)

and there went up with him both cha

riots and horsemen.’ David, B C, 1048,
had cayvalry, and Solomon, whobrought
Iargo numbers of horses from Egypt,
had four hundred stables, 40,000 stalls.
From Egypt they readily spread in all
dircctions, east aud west, the Greeks
and Rumans bringing horses to their
countries and valuing thom highly.
The Crusades, in which all the princes
of Christendom jvined, led toimporta-
tion of hurses into their territories.
Julliug Cacsar found horses and war
chariots in Britain, when ho invaded
tho country. ‘Their introduction
to America and Australia, the enor-
mous incroase in number on both con-
tinents. and the dovolopmeont of diffe-
reut breeds wero deseribed and illastra-
ted by screcn pictmr2s, The commer-
cial valuo of the horse, his uses for
work and pleasuro, and his devolop-
ment were dilated upon, the speed of
the trotter, the jumping of tho hunter,
‘Rosebery, clearing*7 feot 4 inches,
‘Ontario., 7 feot 2 inches, and ¢ Maud,’
7 feet. ‘Tho multilation of the horse
v fushion was animadvorted against,
tikewiso tho overdrawn checls and bea-
ring, and the avoidaceo of whip and
gpurs, and the substitution of kindness
was advised.  With tho universal adop-
tion of electricity and eteam,the drudgo
hurse of our streets would soon  disap-
pear. Ho would no morobo the badly
misused beast of burden, but be treated
as a pleasurable companion, and as an
animal of his high organization and
psychological developmont ought to bo.
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THE 0UTLOCK FOR COMMON
HORSES,

Common horses are pour property to
hold with the oxpeciation of selling.
‘The demand is hight, but the supply is
hko the inyriadsof the lucusts of Isgypt
An advance of $2 to §5 a hoead would
bring out unnumbered quantities of
them. A largonumbe: are now recoi-
ved at all markots which are not worth
tho freight on thern and many mailroad

the sorvicoof aguod stallion you better
leave horse raising to some onc clse
who hasmoney toburn. If you think a
hurse is merely a hurse yvu bave mis

companics requiIre Consignors tu gua
rantco froight beforo shippir g,

It duesn’t pay to ship them, it can't

sud your calling and better quit before| pay toheop them. What <hall bodono

thosheriff lovies upun your pussessinus
But the mau who hasa well assorted
group of mares, whou understands how
to mate mares and stalliens o as to
secure 8 given type, who isn’t afraid
to risk something on high-class stallion
fees, will suceeed, even in faco of pro-
sent  discouragemonts.  Merit  will
always bring good prices whatever the
conditions of tho business may be.

Dr. McEACHRAN ON THE HORSE.

Prof. Duncan McEuchran loctured in
the Natural Iistory's Society room,
last evening upon, ‘The Uorsc’ past,

(') Just what we said and Mr. Bouthiller
d=nled.—Ewv,

(2) We prefer the «rards aclion to gail, tho
latter is archaic.~Euv.

with thom ? They should not be kept to
pocrpetuate their worthless kind. Too
many have beon kopt and bred horcto-
fore. If more breeders had hitherto
awakoned to the fact that it doesn't
pay to Leep plugs,the outlack v.ould bo
different now. Over supply is hardig
the trouble, for there never was any
demand to supply. If breedors persist
in keeping cheap horses tho result will
b3 cheap colts and itis better to kill
somo colts than to raise thom. At uho
prices now provailing they won't pay
for tho hay thoy eat.” The only hope
for improvement lies in educating ow-
nors of worthless muares to quit breed-
ing them and in driving worthloss stal-
Jions out of oxistenco.

Irarm and Home.
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