‘ QANTA CLAUS’S CIIIDI‘ CLLRI\
‘.j'Never w111 the ‘children give ap ﬂlL
_'orthodox Santa Claus, the jolly, It ‘ol
‘s'iint with ‘o, pack on_his back and his
,ieindeer feam, - But ‘whielr of. them does
.not ‘take note of . the large army - of
“assistants whom' the clever old gencml
. stitions ‘all over the land. ‘Which of
ithem is- not deli"htecl as the season

‘comes round, ‘to. take his or her turn as
‘one. of: these assistonts, or even as the

ass1stant’s heutcnaut Our reproduction

of -the- p'untin" ¢ Santa Glaus, by Mr.

‘John R. Reid, will touch {l. responsrve
‘cliord in the hearts of all.

———
“NOTILCE.

. With this number of the ‘Messenger,
“'we enclose. for_the convenience of our
“workers -an’ addressed envelope and a
. blank list for subscubers’ names, which
' we -hope ‘will ‘séon be returned to’us
“well filled.
‘ subscription e\:p1res with this year will

‘also find: enclosed a ‘notice to that effect.
— e

» THE MATC_HLESS CHILD.
* By Rev. Herrick“Johnson, D.D.

“Births' have been Slgnﬂ.l Yet angels
“never but once sang when a child was
born. Rare gifts have been brought in:
-honor ' of infant- habes. .Yet never but
once’ did wise men from the far Bast
‘follow a star- westwaid seeking o new-
Jborn King. Children have worn- gredt
.names. But no child was ever named
:like-the one’ born in Bethlehem of Judea
1900 years ago. Isaiah, ‘one of the pro-
phets- of Israel, saw thls -child in pro-
phetic vision, and-as if the.gift of God
were - already . given, - shouted‘: trium-
“phantly, ‘Unto us a child is born. “Unto,

“be called ‘Wonderful, Counsellor,. Mighty
‘God,” Everlasting Pather, Prince ‘of
'Peace ! Was there ever a babe borne ol
2 mother's bosom, like this child? . The
_wonder i§ that it ever.nestled there, and
-Slept  and 'prattled ‘and said, ‘Mother.
‘The -Creator held in hands créated!
“Mary worshipping her very own child!
"Bastern, Magi seeing. his star in the
Bast,” coming far to crown the child
‘King! A multitude of angels leaving
“heaven that they might fly.to earth and
sing ‘Glory to God in the highest' over
the new-born babe! Good-old Simeon
in the temple taking the infant Jesus in
~his ‘arms, and then- praying that he
might die, having seen the salvation of
God! Herod. stirred by the tidings of
.this’ new-born babe and tiembhng for
- his throne!

About all we know of this child for
thirty years of his life is, that ‘he grew
in wisdom and stnture, and in favor
‘with God and man. That the world’s
‘God should have been 'veiled in human
flesh thirty years, giving no sign, is one
of the profoundest of marvels. But the
glory broke through at last, and this
Jesus of Nazareth spalke the thought of
. God, 'he worked the works of God, he
claimed equality with God, he estab-
lished the kingdom of hcaveu, he pro-
mised the conquest of the world, he
claimed power to lay down his own life
‘and to take it again, and proved the
‘claim by his death and resurrection.
Iver since, this child born in Bethle-
hem, has had more thought and stirred
more feeling and revolutionized  more
custom and - made. -more history than
any scoré or hundred of the world's

him their dearest hopes for the life-that
now is and for that which is to come.
Millions take up .the chorus of the Mes-

world; Unto us a. child is born, unto us
a Son.is glven, and his name is Woa-
derful

Wonderful indeed 1Is this gift ot God,
this matchless child, commanding the
_world's -attention, baﬂiing the world’s
wisdom, defeating the world’s power, to
outlast the world's ages, and to still at
last the world’s. tumult. ‘Joy to the
‘world, the Lord is come.™
speakable gift Is offered to every heart.
. And it Is this gift that gives to Chris-
mas all its significance.

Those subscribeis whose‘

.lume of mtiocmatlon but a gospel:

‘His -

us & son s given. ‘And -his name shall |

‘mightiest men.” Millions now hang on |

13 1 8.
‘siah and. echo -it. ‘to-day around. .the

God’s un-}.

Some have loved him long aud well,

had been brought up.

.tud blessed prl.l.l(.n(:(. how Wondcrful‘

-hie 1s, how” wise A counsel,’ how divinc’
‘and enduring

Ane love and: ‘grace: and
power, and’ Low: potent-in’ culming the

troubled heart and  bidding i1s tumult o

be still; ’.Lhis coming bhristmas ‘day

will bun" a-new joy to'these old friends

of Christ t0 sweeten and suuctify the
mellow” ‘evening ot their: Hifes -

~Otliers will celebrate Christmas carols,
but alas’! with. no.real Christ in theéir
song: . YWhat an-anomaly.!. A shell with-
dut a kernel. A body without'a soul TA
temple without a God. -

And ‘what  a - gift for pareuts “does:
Christmas fu1nish in its carol of- this
matchless child ! - Mothers, - give over

anxious thought about your precious ’
‘babes.

God - was - manifest in- infant

fiesh. "Can he ever forvet a mothcr’

love and kiss ! o .
PO

OUR FAITH'S SURE POU\TDATIO\I

‘Now, the’ ‘birth of Jesus Ghust was
on this wise. Christmas ought to bring
us back' to .the sure founddtion that our
faith is not in a ‘philosophy merely, but
in a historic fact. The corner ‘stone of
the church is not a syllogism-but a life.
e do.not rest upon an abstraction but
4 person.  Our text-book is- not a: ;o}-

o -
lowing our "Lord, we do not tread ‘the
hollow clouds but the holy fields. Our
religion is of heaven, but our: Redeemer
was ‘born of the. Virgin Mary. - The

feast of the Incarnation reminds us'that [

we: did :not ‘learn the. attributes of “the
Trather from some metaphysical deduc-
tion ‘as-to what the Great First Cause
must be, but from one. who was-so fully
“express
hath seen-Him “hath seen the: TFather.

Our creed doés not date back to a ¢oun-

cil of bishops at Nicea, but toa bhth at
Bethlehem. . )

—————— . T,

REMEMBER ERRORS OF THE PASS-
ING, YBAR. . T
’i‘here has’ been just one stainless,-

‘perfect life on ‘the earth ‘and ‘no” other.

True, through:a. blessed- possession-of -a-
calm and even temperament, there have
been - those -who have’ possessed"thelr
souls in great ‘peace and Without the
turmoil and trial that sooner ‘or later
overtake the great majority of men. and
women. In the busiest world there is
bound to ‘bé ‘emulation ‘and unvest. It
i of the family we -think chiefly now.
Let all the mistakes and shortcomings
of the fading year help toward.greater
faithfulness and . fidelity in the untrod-
den paths that be just ahead. Glorify
the old familiar duties by meeting each
and every one not as some mere happen-
ing or accident ‘floating to us for atien-
tion, but as a direct appointment: sent
into our lives from God. Remember
errors of the passing year merely to
profit by them. Unwholesome brooding
never .yet mended a fault,- never built
a sound stair on which to -ascend to
better things. Be strong; be of- good
courage. Take leave stonchly of the old
year, thankful for its blessings, thank-
ful,. too, for - its griefs and - burdens,
thanhful for the swift forgiveness its
mistakes may. find, thankful we: can’
leave -its every day o.nd hour, trustingly
in.the hands of God.—* Christian - Woud ’

—_—————

SOHOLARS’ NOTES
(From ~Westminster Question Book)
LESSON XIII, DECEMBER 30, 1894,.

REVIEW —The Four Gospels. .

LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF OUR.
’ LORD.

Golden Text.—' Jesus Christ the same yes-
terday, and to-day, and for ever, -,——l-ieb

.

HOME READINGS
T. Mark 1.: 24-34; 2:-1-12. -—Lessons III,

‘M. Luke 4 : 16-30 5: 1-11.—Lesson I II.
s IV :
"W, Mark 2 : 23-3 : 19 -—Lessons V., VI.

Th. Luke -6 = 20-49.—Lesson VII..
F. Mark 3 22-35; Luke T
sons VIIL., IX.

24»35 —_ Les-

S. Luke 8: 4-15 Matt. 10 5-16.-—Lessons 28,

I
27 ; Eph 5 1—20 —Lesson XII..

REVIEW EXERCISE

Superintendent—To whwt place . did Jesus
corae ?
School.—He came to: Nazareth, where he

S. Isa.

" Supt.~How-
. l.us preaching ?.

,ngainst him ?
'S

.they might cast him down headlong

‘the draught-of fishes ?°

- Supt.~What effect he.d his teaching ?

image,’~that . ‘whosoever |’

‘the Sower ?

. Pea,ce. .

' his kingdom.

‘ness. does the apostle give ?

’ chlsm Questions.

‘ a hand on it; pointing out the way..

“School, ~They: wondered ‘at. ‘hig ¥
said Is’not this Joseph’s son 2. ..=:
Supt ~—~What did the do in ‘their wra.th-

the city, a.nd “led him. ‘unto; the sbrow .of |
thashill-whereon " their’ ecity: was” “built, that

Suot —~What"did Jesus do 7 .5 :

“School.—But-he, . passing through the midst
of them,-went hisiway.- -

’ Suot.—Whom did Jesus ﬁnd by the Lake ot-
Gennesaret 7”

- Sehool.; —Simon and Andrew his brother,'
and -Jamies and Jobn, whom he had beiore
called” to":be -his- disciples.

Supt. ‘What"did- Jesus say | to Simon atter

-.School.—Fear; -not : trom hencetorth thou
shalt catch men, -

Supt.—~What" did Jesus do on the Sabbath
day in ‘Capernaum ?.

School.—He" entered into the synagogue
and taught.

School.—They were_astonished at his doc-
trine; for he taught them as one. that . had
authority, and not as the seribes.-. .

Supt.— What miracles:did ‘he perform ?

‘Sckool.—~He healed.many that were sick of
divers diseases, and cast.out many .deyils.

-Supt. —Whet did Jesus ‘say . to one sick of )

the palsy ? .

"~ School. ——Son, thy. sins be’ forgiven thee

- Supt.~How did he prove ‘his power on earth
to ‘forgive sins? -

School.—He saith to.the:sick: ot ‘the palsy,
1 say unto thee, Arise, and’ take up thy bed,
and go thy way unto .thine house.. And
immediately “he -arose, took up the. bed and
went forth befors them all..

%vat —~What did J‘esus say about the Sab-
ba

School.—The Sabbath was made tor man,

and "nat man for the - Sabbath, .- Therefore,
ghetahSon of Man is: Lord. also of, the Sab-

I3

Supt.—What choice did Jesus make e.mong
his disciples ? -

School,—He ordained twelve, . that they
should be with him, and that he’ might send
them forth to préach. -

. Supt.—~What is Christ’s Golden Rule ?
. School.—As ye would that men should ‘do
to you, do ye also to.them likewise. -

Supt.—Who -did Jesus se.y were his ‘near-
est .relatives ?

- School, —Whosoever shall do the will oi! my
Fatber, the same is my: brother, and my sis-.
ter. and mother. ~

" Supt.~~What" was Christ’s testimony
John"?

School.-—This is he ot whom it is written,:
Behold I'send my messenger: before. thy- face,
which' shall prepare.thy way before thee.

"Supt.~How. - did Jesus close the pe.reble ot

B School.—He that hath ears to hear let- him
ear.
a Sugt —~To0 whom did Jesus send his apos-

es 7 -

School. —To ‘the lost sheep of the, house ot
Israel

- Supt.—What did he command them to do'?
. School.—As ye .go, preach, saying, The
kingdom of heaven is at hand. -
; S&lpf;' ~What further did he command them
o do :

. Schaol.—Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers,
raise the dead, cast out devils. .
. Supt. —What does Isalah predict concerning
the Prince of Peace ?

School.—Unto us a ‘child 1s born, unto us
a Son is given : and the government shall
be-upon his shoulder ; and his name shall
-be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty
God, The Everlasting- Pather, The Prince of

. Supt.—What -does he predict conceming

.School.—Of the increase of his govern-
ment and peace there shall be no end, upon
the throne of David, and upon his kingdom,
to order it; and to establish it with judgment
and with Justice. trom henceforth even tor
ever,

Supt.—~What

warning against drunken-

School.—Be not drunk with wine, wherein
is excess; but be fllled wiht the Spirit.

Review-drill on titles, Golden Texts, Les-
son Plans, Review Questlons, and Cate-

. FIRST QUARTER
LESSONS I‘ROM THE LIFE OF OUR
. LORD. :
. jLnsson ‘1, JANUARY 6, 1895.
J_oHN -THE' BAPTIST BEHEADED. Mark

©17-29,

Commit to memory vs, 26-28.
GOLDEN 'TBXT.

: 'I‘ear not them which kill” the' body, but
are not able to kill the soul ’—-Matt 10

. THE LESSON STORY
Perhaps you have ‘seen a". sxgnhoard, with

- 'We may’ think of John the Baptist as a
hand pointing to Jesus. He was a good and

o wife away ‘and’married “her, John ‘did" ‘not.

Tkeep his word.

| B

-occurred at this time, and. John’s .disciples
C-tiwent--and told  Jesus.’
|'stricken, hearing of Jesus’s wonderful works,
‘I tholight he was Jobn risen from the dead.

| What . foolish, promise did he make? What

fearless man; quick to rebuke sin where-
ever he saw it : .

« .- N

When King' Herod ‘took. ‘hig’ oWt brothér's:

Tear-to 'rebuke the ‘king.”'\This” made- Hero-_.
‘dias, the: queen. .very angry. -She wanted:to
kill'; John}: but" Herod ‘would only put. him"
In, orisou . ‘Herod - feared John, knowlng
that he':was: a~holy -man:. I

ZAfter-a: while . Herod. made ‘o great birth-
‘day- party Herodias "had .a. daughter who
came and- _danced before ‘the ‘king -and - his
company.. - -The -king "’ was". so. much,-pleased
‘that" he’ promised to give her anythiug she
should ask.: -

“Her :cruel mother told her what to’ say,'
‘and she asked for ‘the head of John- the
Baptist’ on: ‘a charger; or platter. “The ‘king
was very sorry, but he.‘thought'-He must.
So.-John’s. ‘head-"was ,cut
off and given to- these two  wicked: 'women'
Do yvou think, then, . that God' forgot  his
brave ‘servant ?  Oh,‘no! he had .a better
home -for him than in a dungeon, andthe.
martyr John found a happy- rest there.

: —-Berean Lesson. Book

= HOME READINGS

M. Luke' 1: 5- 23, John s- Birth Predicted
T... Luke 1: 5:-80, The Prediction Fulfilled.
W. Luke.3; 1-18, John’s Preaching. . :
Th. John'1: 15-37 .John's Testimony to Jesus.
.Matt, 11: 1-15 Jesusg’s Testimony to John.
S. Mark 6: 14- 29 John Beheaded. .

8. Rev.:7:9-1T, Out of great tribulation.

" Time.—John the  Baptist was imprisoned in
March or: April A.D. 28, after a ministry. of
two years. He was beheaded a year later,
ln ‘March: or April, A.D. 29.

. Place.~John“was imprisoned and beheaded
at Machaerus; a fortress and castle at the
southern: extremity of Perea, on the borders
of “Arabia, nine miles east of' the northern
end. of the Dead Sea. Herod's birthday feast
was probabiy held -in this castle, .

- Rulers.” — Tiberius ‘Caesar, Emperor of
Rome’  Pontius. Pilate, governor o1 Judea;
Herod.. Antipas, governor’ of Galilee and
Perea., ' Herod Antipas was a son of Herod
the Great who, ‘at his -death, shortly after-
our . Lord’s birth, .left- his l\ingdom to his
three sons—one-half to Archelaus, and -one-
fourth ‘each to  Antipas and to : Philip IL
Herod - Antipas married, first, a daughter ‘of
Aretas, king of: Arabia, and, afterwards, his
first wife 'still living, he married Herodias,
wife of his. half-brother Philip.

~Between the Lessons.. -~ Our last year's
studles in the life of Our Lord -ended with
the sending forth of the twelve. In their ab-
sence he:continued his own personal minis-
try. :Matt. 11: 1. John the Baptist's death

‘Herod,- consclence-~

Parallel’ accounts. Matt, 14: 1-12; Luke 3: 19,
20;°9,: 7-9."
HL‘LPS IN STUDYING

. In prison—at Machaerus, where. Herod
had a ‘castle and a prison under one roof,
as was common in the-East. For Herodlas’s
sake—partly to please her,-and partly to pro-
tect John from her plots. . 18. John had sald
—reproved him to his face. Not lawful—
Herod’s wife and Herodias's husband -were’
still living. . 19. Had a quarrel—'set her-
gelf against him.’ 20, Herod feared John—
as a man of God whose death would be
avenged. . Observed him—‘kept him -safe.’.
protected him from the mialice of Herodias.
Did many things—'was much perplexed.’
Hearing him -gladly—with some inclination
toward the right. 21. A convenient day—
suitable for her designs. 22. Daughter —
Salome. - Danced—alone, like the dancing
girls of the time, an indelicate and disgrace-
ful act. 23, He sware unto. her—a foolish
and wicked oath. 26. By and by—‘forthwith.’
Charger—large dish. 26. Bxceeding sorry—
because he feared the people (Matt. 14: 8)
and conscience reproached him. Ver. 20.
For his oath’s sake—a wicked oath to make,
but more wicked. to keep. For their sakes—
for fear of taunts and sneers. ° 29, His dis-
ciDles—John's (See Matt. 14: 12)

"QUESTIONS. :

Between the Lessons.—To whom were the
twelve sent? What did Jesus command them
to do? What did he do in their ‘absence?
What i{s the title of this lesson? - Golden
text ? Time ? Place ?° Memory verses ?

I. The Faithful Preacher.. vs 17-20.—For
what had John reproved Herod? What had
Herod done to him? Where was he impri-
soned? What did Hefodlas. want to do?
How_did Herod regard -John? Why did he
not do as John told him? .

II. The Rash King. vs. 21-25. —-’What oc-
casion proved favorable for Herodias’s de-
signs?  How did her daughter help her?.
What was tha‘character of her dance? What
was its effect on Herod and his company?

did the.gir]l ask for? By whose advice?

II1. The Cowardly’ Murder. vs. 26-29,
How did -this affect the king? What should
one do who has made a sinful promise? Why
did. Herod not: break his promise? . Did he
most fear man or God? How did he keep
his oath-? .. 'Who buried John's hody ? What
did. his discibles then do ? -

LIFE TEACHINGS

‘1. We should. break a 'oromise that ‘Te-
quires us . to. commit a sin in :keeping. it.
3. Fear of reproach or ridicule:should. never
keep ‘us from doing right. 3. Better die in
a dungeon for the right than lve wickedly |
in a palace. 4. When in trouble, go and tell

—

Jesus. as Johns disciples did. T




