under-absolute ' control, "and’it ig’ said that
all'his atrocities by which he -has earned the
‘name. of *“ Bloody Thebaw ?* have been done’
largely " at the instigation of ‘his wife and
‘prime minister; ‘the former captain of the
Royal -Guard, & - 0T '

he cause of British intérference in Buz-
mah was the fine of a million ‘dollara im-
_posed by Thebaw upon a British corporation
who were cutting teak wood in the Burman
foreats, and on their refusal to pay confis-
cating their property, . For thirty years or
more the ‘government of British India had
borne with Burmah’s insolences, intrigues,
and outrages, but -the time at last came
when patience ceased to be a virtue and this
“was the last straw on the long suffering
camel, .- As quietly as though it were an
“affair of every day cccurrence Lord Dufferin,

Prendergast, at the head of a few thousand
European and Sepoy soldiers, to King The-
baw with his final conditions of future good
behavior, Thebaw knowing little' of the
nation or man with whom he had to deal re-
fused to accept the ultimatum and declared
war,  Without an hour’s delay General
Prendergast steamed up the Irrawaddy river
to. Mandalay, the capital, capturing on his
way, with almost no loss of life, all the forts
which opposed him and garrisoning them
"'with & few of his own men, Iu fifteen days
he reached Ava, the ancient capital. “Here,
with astonishing audacity, having. now
scarcely two thousand soldiers, with- two
fortified cities still to conquer, and in the
face of o Burmese army eighteen thousapd
strong he demanded an unconditional sur-
render, “Thebaw begged: for more time to
consider the matter, but the General’s quiet,
pitiless Eersistence 50 paralyzed the Burmese
troops that they flung away their arms,threw
open the forts, and on. the 27th of Novem-
ber Mandalay was in  possession of the
British without a shot having been fired in
its defence. ) C :
This, if anything, shows the feeling with
which the Burmese regarded English con.
trol. All around them were provinces
which for from thirty to sixty years had been
governed by Englishmen, and in these their

and lived always in peaceful security; In
contrast their own country: Was oveérrun
with robbers, their money was -being con-
stantly demanded to fill the king’s rapidly
emptying treasury, and they never knew,
what day their lifeitsélf would be demanded
merely that the king might have the plea-
sure of chopping off their heads. . No won-
der then that at the arrival of the British
they threw down their arms and . opened
their gates. What terrors could they possi-
bly fear compared with what they had been
enduring, R
The capture of Burmah opens a wide field
for mission work. Judson, Mason, Bennet
and others have already spent their lives
among the despised Karens in British Bur-
mah, and by the power of the Gospel raised
them from the depths of degradation to the
knowledge of the true God, and now Inde-
endent Burmah, having been conquered for
ritain, remains to be conquered for Christ,
The picture we give on our first ]l)age is
from a photograph taken in the palace at
Mandalay two years ago. The lady mnext
the king is the cruel Soo Pyah Lat, and the:
other is her younger sister, Soo Pyah Glay,
whom Thebaw married three years ago.
. o N

WHY -SHE DIDN'T BELONG.

“What is going on this afternoon that.so
many ladies are passing 7 asked Mrs, Bax-
ter-ofher niece, Mrs, Bates, at whose house
she was visiting, - : :

“ Let me sce, thisis Thursday ; it must be
the sewing society.” ’ Ao

“ Well now,” said the good old lady,
“don’t let me keep you at home a minute.
Just put your things on and go right along.”

*No, Aunt Jane, I'm not staying at home
" on your account.” :

“But you belong, don’t you 1?

“No, I'don’t,” -and the lips shut a little
closer, .“Idid intend to when it was first
-proposed, and.even met with them: once or
twice ; bubin the first place I didn’t likee the
officers they chose. They made Mrs, Hay-
den president, and in my opinion she’s a
very unsuitable woman for such a place, I
slways did dislike her, she always acts as
though she knew so much more and was so
much better than anyone else. And, when
they put herin, I knew I shouldn’t stay and

herself to be ‘quite a8 ambitious and une
‘scrupulous as lier Queen‘mother, and before
long Kad-both her: hugband and his country.

-the Viceroy of ‘India, sent General Sir H, |-

countrymen grew rich without.hinderance,.

approve the plan®of. Work;

that we should fill a box and

end “it to"Miss

‘But no, they must"work for the pooraround

that drunken Tom Crane’s. 'If his fam
suffers, I’m sureit’s his own fault, and if she
can’t make things for her children, shé'd no
business to have married'till she could.: Its
my opinion thatshe willhang on the church
Jjust as dlong as she.can’ get it to'help: her;
and I eaid so, but Mrs Mix began to talk
about the * poor_children,” as.though’such
children didn’t always come.up some way,
more’s the pity, for the world. 'would be
better off without them. But. Mrs, Mixand
Mrs. Post, and Ann. Piere, are .80 set’'you
can’t turn them an inch; so I am going to
let them work out matters in :their own
way.” " And Mrs. Baxter ‘snapped ‘off ‘her
thread with energy, - L

“I heard Martin say something abouta.
literary circle,”” said Aunt Jane a.few days’
liter, . “ Do you have & good -one here ?
’Calista -bélongs to the one they have'in our
place, and she thinks it is very interesting.”

%1 don’t know anything about;this,” was

join it, and ‘we did talk of doing so, but:I.
found that Mr. Atwood was going to be the
head and front of. the whole thing, aid, be.’
cause he has been a teacher, "he -thinks no
one else has a right to say anything. I do.
dislike such conceited people. Besides, they
persisted in taking up English history, which
wag'so-absurd ; everybody has read English
history. - I wanted.them to take up Greek
history, for that.is something I know so lit-
tle about. But no, nothing would.do but’

own way.” S
Sunday morning the church bells rang out::
“ Aren’t you.going to. church, Ellen 7%
asked Aunt Jane in‘surprise, -3 she"came,
down stairs with her bonnet-and:wraps o
to find Mrs, Bates sitting" by- the fire'in he
wrapper. - R L T
“No, I’'m not going ; in fact'L don
tend church, * So you need not waitfo
if you wantto ge.”? . s S ey
. % You don’t go to church, Ellén, and:why:
-liOt;?-"" c L e
“ Well, you know I always used'to,; and’
I guess we: contributed-our. share to;.the
church expenses’ as well as anyone’in the
village, if [ do say -it. But they. got Mr.
Weeks here for minister, and he began' to

fessing Christians. Now there aré mome:
in the school that -are just as-“good ‘as’ the:
church menibers, for anything I cai see, -
have taught myself, and I fancy my chances.
are ag good as most of the rest.: Indeed I.

concluded that if they were.going. to ‘be so
bigoted I did not want anything to do with
them. And Isaid I hoped the Sunday-school
would go right on without paying ‘any at<
tention to what Mr, Weeks said. But no,
they said they would leave, and there were
a lot so set that they sided with Mr, Weeks,
and 8o I said that if they wanted to run the
‘church they might, and I would'not trouble
them with iny presence or help.- And 1
haven’t. - That was six months ago and I
have not beén inside the church since to see
how the contracted, little:souled set are get-
ting along, If therg is . anything in this
world tbat I do.despise, it is these people
who must have’everything their own way
and ave so narrow-minded and obstinate,
that'théy won't yield to those who don’t’
look at everything precisely as they do,”—
Ela Thomas in Christion Intelligencer.

-

THE LrssoN which Christians have.scarce-
ly half learned, bus which they need to
learn wholly and by heart; is the consecra.
tion of money. ¢ yhsecration. is the only
salt that can season prosperity, and make
it wholesome. * 'The Lord’s money; Jike the
Lord’s manna; spoils when too much . of it
is hoarded away, or appropriated to - selfish
purposes, and breeds: ruin and death. In
the love, mere possession or abuse of money,
lies its curse ; In the consecration ¢f money
lies its blessing. = Itis all very well for one
to have money ; but'if money have him, the
case is altogether different. A dollar i the
hand or in the pocket may be a'good thing ;
Yut a dollar in the eye or heart 15 very dan-

erous., Abraham was, doubtless, as rich as
ives, but he was also rich towards God.
He }l)]ossessed riches, and was not possessed

by them.—Christinn Advocate.

My mind was| -
Freer,-who is teaching among the freedmen. | -

here, and the firet family they sewed for'was |
If his ‘family |

the answer. ~ “They asked Maitin and me to |-

English. . So we let them have thirgs their | 2%

God.
st (Luke 7.3

run things' with a high band, and- what did 1y
he do but say that'he thought all ‘the teach- | g
exrs in the Sabbath-school ouglit“to’ be . pro- | &d

had thought of joining the chureh ;- but I:|q

.| and chap. 4 {2, 6).—What ig meant by

wWill ‘send my-'messepger, mi:ld he’

 Behold, T
shall prepare the,way:before me.~Mal. 8
. ) ,\OEP{T@‘AL{ TRUTH. -

The Savlour'b
sun to.bless. and . purify - his ‘people, and to
destroy sin from the world.. - . ¢ L. .
' . DAILY READINGS,
Mali-1:1-14, . '
b 2 1 1-17,

M., I
T,
W.
Th, -
ro
Sa.
Su, -~ .
TIME.—Probably  424-408.
with Nehemiah’s second
(Neh,13:6). .
-PLACE,—Jerusalem, Tt
.- CONTEMPORARY EHsTorRy.—~Darius 1I, (Nothus),
‘Persian .emperor, B.C.' .423.404,.  Nehemiah,.
Governor: of the Jews. Socrates; teaching. at
‘Athens, with::Plato for'this pupit.- Herodotus
tiearly through:his travels, 484-100, "Xenophon
444-351) leads. the retreat of the 10,000 (400). '
“*PLACE INBIBLE HISTORY.—Malachl corre-
Spouds with the last chapter of Nehemiah. . -
MALAOHI~Means “ Messenger of  Jehovah.”
-He was the last of the prophets. ‘He was a
Jew, contemporary with Nehemiah in his
second visit.to Jerusalem, lived between 441 and

At the same.time
visit to Jerusalem

known.." :. v :

ATHE: BOOE OF MALACHI.-—Consists - of - the
words of Malachi himself, alding Nehemiah in
his'reforms, and encouraging the people with a
wision ;orlt,)':e future; ‘Date of writing,. about
B.C.:400, at Jerusalem, : - .

story:of Esther, we turn again to the reforma=
tion-under Nehemiah (Les. 9, 10) in Jerusalem:.

After:remalning there for- 12 yéars he went.back

to Persla. How long he stayed we do not know,
but'seyeral years, and then he returned to Jeru-
<-Abthis time Malachiappeéars:-and alds
him:in“his reformation. 'What needed:
done'can be seen from Nehemiah, cha,
Malachi, chaps, 1-3..; . . .

ELPS OVER HARD PL

210 be
3,and

CES. :
ohn the Bap-
39517 27).. BEFORE ME.M30d-in the per-
‘son . of his Messiah,” Jesus-Christ. - WHOM YE
SEEK: they were looking :for'a‘deliverer and a
king:.to:bring the times; promised. by lsaiah
1chaps..60.63).” MESSENGER OF. THE COVENANT :
the one covenanted.or promised (Gen, 22: 15-18 ;
18a.:63-::13-15 ; chaps. §3,- 60-43), and the one who
‘would- make & new:and:better covenant, be-
tween'-them-and God:(Heb. 8 : -6-I3). “2. Bur
W10 MAY ABIDE; he will'be very different from
tbeir:expectations.i: A "REFINER'S FIRE ; thelr
trials:were to-purify them. -Aud Christ by his
character.and llfe and demand for faith would
‘separate -the~good"from “the bad, “FULLERS’ ¢
one. who' cleans 'or -scours -cloth, SOAP : lye.
Our sogp was not then known. 8, BIT AS A RE-
he xefiner sits that he may watch care-
e-process. of refining, and not heat’ the
too ‘hot or too lonf;. 6. For I CHANGE
+'1.will keep the promiges I have made, and
adnere to my plan'of making you the peopie of
God.:Therefore- 1 refine,- not destroy, by the
‘troubles .Isend .upon- you., l. THE DAY
OOMETH : this refers first to the troubles that
come-upon the Jews, especlally the destruction
of Jerusulem, and this is a type of the punish-
anent ofall sinners, 2. SUN OF RIGHTEQOUSNESS :
being to God’s people what the sun -is to the
world,~a bringer ol light, life,- comfort, power,
frait.. WINGS { rays.. AS CALVES OF THE
STALL : lhey sbould go outfrom their troublous
times: as joyfally as’acalf shut up in the stall
‘bounds ana frisks when let out into the field.
6.. ISLITAM : see Matt. 1L : 14 ; Mark 0; 11,12,

. QUESTIONS.

i INTRODUCTORY. ~ How many. years after
fsther was. Malachi! Who was Malachi?
When did he live! When did he J)rophesﬂ
What great man's reforms did he aid 1 "Where
inthe Bible history does his prophecy belong?

SUBJECT : THE COMING OF THE SAVIOUR.

J. THE NEED OF A SAVIOUR.—HowW long did
Neheiniah remain at Jerusalem?! When did
he go back to -Persia? (Neh, )3:6.) Did he re-
turn to Jerusalemt (Neh.13:7.)" What eviis
did he find ﬁrevnlenh there? (Neh, 13:4,5,7
10, 15, 16, 23, 28, 20,) What ones are mentione

byl Malachi? (Chaps. 1:68, 13; 2:8, 11,17; 8
8,16.) - - . - i

Are such sins common now in our land?
What are the great sing ¥ What need have we
personally of a Saviourt - . . .

“11. PREPARATION FOR THE SAVIOUR (v.

1,
‘‘my mes-
senger”i (Luke 7:27.) What is he called in
v. 57 (See Matt.11:14; Mark 9:11,12) What
is' meant by preparing the way? (lsa, 40 :3-5.)
Before whom? Lo i
How did John the Baptist prepare the way
for Christy (v.6.) Is there the need of like
preparation for Ghrist in eacl of our hearts

_I11. THECOMING OF THESAVIOUR(V. 1),—Who
is meant by tbe-messenger of the covenant,
and why ? How did Ohrist come? Where{
Why were the Jews seeking him? (Isa. 40:5-
11; 60: 1-22; 61°: 1-1L.) :

‘Would these results come in the way they
expected? * Were they disappointed when he
actually came § Do men not have expectations
of an outward heaven without realizing the
change that must be made in them belore it
can be theirs. :

- 1V. THE MISSION OF THE SAVIOUR (V8. 2-6and
1-4).—~In what respect was Obrist like a refiner's
firet Like fuller's: soap? Why does the re.
finer sit at his work? hat would be the re-
sult? (v.4) What would Christ be to sinnerst
Ishis-religion opposed to every sin¥ Whatday
is referred to **that should burn asan oven”?
In what respectis Christ like thesun? Mean.
ing of last clause in v. 22 How does Christ

5 LT
“|'Saviour, . i
' ment lead .nien:to Christ. .

‘| out the evil.

‘| world,—the giver of.. light, wurmtl, comfort,:
g % .| Hfe, and power, - 7T T : B
ns-come 88 the rising of the,

00 B.C. - Of his personal history ‘ncthing is |-

- INTRODUQTION.~Half - a° contury after. tha |

. IL.-Conviction 'of s{n and. the fee

/“11L Christ coming purifies the good and easts.

-:1V..Christ “condemns ‘and -

boars . witness'
againstall sing, ™ % - oo R
V. He is to' his people whal th'e sun-is to the-
VL Those wo believe 1n Ohrist keep the law.
from love ofrlgbb.’_, T Tl T TR ‘

LESSON XIL-MARCH %, .
] BEVIEW AND EASTER LESSON.
. . REVIEW, o
(ScRIPTURE LmssoN.—Ps. 107:1.2L) -

.. GOLDENTEXT.. . = .
Then they - crled unto the Lord 1in their:
trouble, and he delivered them out-of their dis.
tresses,-, IO RN
Oh that men would praise the Lord for his-.
goodness and for his wonderful works .to' the’
children of men.—Ps, 107:6,8. =~ e

;. " CENTRAL TRUTH. .
* God guldes and conltrols the affairs of men for
‘the upbuilding of his kingdom on earth. - =

" DAILY 'READINGS. -

2.0Kinps 22:1.13,
T, -~ Jer.9:1-16;5 85 12-19, -
- Wei Dan.1:8-2158: 16-28..
Dan, 5: 1.28.

Kzral $3:8.13, )

Neh, 1:1.11; 8:1.12, | -

8:16;4:1.8, -
QUESTIONS.

1. Over how much TixE do the lessons of this
quarter extend ? .

II. Nameé the ten most IMPORTANT EVENTS
which occurred during these two and one-half
centuries. i . .

 IIL, In WHAT LANDS did these events take
place! What chauges were made during this
Tlme " in the  kingdoms of the” world ¥~ Point
out the piaces on the map.

IV. Name the MOST PROMINENT = PERSONS
whose acts are recorded in these lessons. ‘The
kings. The prophets. The other men of pro-
minence. . . .

SUBJECT : GOD'S PROVIDENTIAL DEAL-
L INGS WITH HIS PEOPLE.

I, THE SAD CONDITION OF THE JEwS (Les,
1, £,-8, 8.—What, was the’ ohief sin- of -the
Jews! Of what other sins were they guilty?
Did the people grow better or worse? Had
many things-been done to make them bet-
tert - Why - were they so wedded to sin and:
idolatryt . . :

IL.THE REFINING AS BILVER 18 REFINED
fLes. 6-7,10,11),~What did we learn.in our last
lesson .about. refining. silver 1...How does God-
purlfy the" hearts of men? Name some of
the things God did to the Jews to purify them
from sin. ~'What great revival -of reiigion?
What two lessons show an increased interest
in the study of- God’s Word? What warning
did they bave in the fate of the kingdom of
Israel? What warnings from prophets?
What good men set them a noble example?
What punishment did God inflict upon them ¥
When was their city and temple destroyed %
How many times were they made capiivef
To what lands were they taken ? How long
did the captivity last? =~ What new trouble
came upon them in Esther’s timef

11l THE DAWNING OF A BRIGHTER DAY
(Les. 6-12).—What change did the captivity
work in their characters ¥ Name some of the
good men who showed the. power of true re-
liglon,” What, times came of new interest in
the study of God's Word? What revivals of
religion are recorded? - When wero they
allowed to return from their captivityi How
many returned?! When was the temple re-
builti What two great reformers oame?
What prophets alded? By whom were the
walls of Jerusalem rebuilt ? :

1V, APPLICATIONS.~What does this history
teach about GQod's dealings with us?! What
does God want us to be? Name as many as
you can of the ways in which God is seciing
‘to make you good and fit for heaven,

EASTER LESSON,
What is the meaning of EASTER? What
doe?,the day celebrate? When does it oc-
cur c .

SUBJECT : SCRIPTURE WORDS ABOUT.
THE RESURRECTION. E X
- When and .where did Christ diet How
was he in the tomb? (1 Cor. 15:4.‘} A\
did he he rise agalni (Matt. 28:1; Jo!
1) How many times did Christ appear$
diseciples 1 . For how mauny days? (Acbs]'. 13.)
Gor,

To how many persons did he uppear ¥
16 : 4-0,) “TWas. .there sufficlent proof that’
Jesus really arose. again from. ihe dead §

What was his last act in his earthly body ¢
Y&cts 1:6-11) - Where is he now?  (Mark i6:
0°; Rev, 1 : 1216) What is he now dolug 1
(Heb, 7 : 25 ; Malt. 28:20,)
"~ What did Paul say he was seeking ! _ (Phil.
3:1L) What did Jesus promise ms‘?nsci(ples ?
(Johno: 28; 6:40; 11: 23, 24) What proof of
the resurrvection did he give? (Luke 2: 87,
d8.) What did Paul say to the Romans about
the ‘resur.-ction? (Rom. & : 8, 9.). What to
the Coriuthians? (1 Cor, 6:14; 2 Cor. 4:14.).
What. to the Thessalonlans? (L Thes. 4 : 16,
17.) What to the Philippianst .(Phil, 3 : 20,
2L) What was the Ifrequent preaching of tlig’
apostlest (Acts 4:1, 2; 24:15; 26 :8)
What does Paul say about the importance
of the resurrection i (1 Cor.I5: 11-20.) What
does he -gay about the change made by the re-
surrection? (1 Cor. 15: 8-54.) -
-What ' comfort and help can we derive from
the resurrection of Christ? What from the-
promlise of our resurrection? How may we ut.

cauge men to keep the commandments of
Mosest - .

taln to the resurrection of the just. '
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