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OUR SABBATH.

BY THE REV. W. S. BLACKSTOCK.

THE Sabbathi in this country is no
better kept than it should be; ndeed,
so far from this being the case, there
are many things conuected with it
which cail for humiliation and rt
iorm. Thoere is, no doubt, mucen
labour perfermed on the Sabbatlî
that miglit be avoided, and classes of
toiling people are deprived, eithier in
wvhole or in part, of the rest and the
religious privileges which thcy have
a right toenjoy on that day. But
in comparison with other counitries,
whi.le we have no cause for phari-
saical seif-laudation, we have a right
to be devoutly thankful for the mnan-
lier in which the divine institution
is observed among is. There is
nothiug in this country, and espe-
cially in this city, which makes so
deep and faveurable anl imp)ression
upon the minds of visitors frein
abroad, and sojourners amiong us, as
the comiparatively orderly and quiet
character of our Sunday, and the
largeness of the proportion of our
people w~lio, as a consequence of this,
are foind attending the places of
worship. There is probably no other
country under the sun that is so e cll
supplied as this is with churches,
and, se far as we are aware, thiere is
none where they are se well filled
every Lord's day. And this is doubt-
less owing, more largcly than to any-
thing else, to the reverence iii whicli
this sacred day is held among us.

But eternal vigilance is flot onîy
the price of liberty-as it ivas athimed
te be by a: disting'îished statesnman,
-but of everything cise iii this
-world, that is of real value and iuii-
portance. This is truc of the Sab-
bath, which is fraughit îvithi s0 mny
-ind sucli incomiparable blessingý,s. If
-we are to keep it, it must be sacredly
guarded; and this is rendercd all
the more necessary by the very pro-
ivress of the age, and the circumn-
stances of the times. A larger pro-
portion of the western world, especi.
.ally, lir'e on w'ater and on wheels

than ever before. Steaniboats aîid
railroads have intcrlaced and boutid
together distant localities and cciii-
munities, and made thein recipro-
cally dependent upon one another
te an extent that ivas uîever realized
before. The life-blood of commerce
flowing througli these great arteries
and veins beconies aililost too inîpera-
tive in its flow te be i.îterrupted iii
deference te any institution, whether
huinan or divine. The inoviug mnas
includes net ouly the perishiable but
the living, and rapid transit is flot
only a inatter of convenience, but
often a inatter cf nccessity, iii order
to aveid loss and te, prevent suffering.
And mammnon, ever o11 the alert t--
filud means, te further its ouinteli-
csts and accomphish its own desigils,
is p)romlpt te take ad% antage cf thie.se
works cf niiercy and of neccssity tt.
get a great deal done up)on the Sab.-
bathi that is neither merciful nor
neccssary.

The resuit is that Sabbath obser'-
vance is ne longer the simple qlues-
tion withi us that it once ivas. It
hias coic te partake to a greater-
extent than ever hefore of the gel.-
eral cornplcxity cf our social aiid
commiiercial life. In order, thierc-
fore, te deal with it as it should lb-
deait with, requires a degrce cf iiitel-
ligent discrimination whichi it nievei-
callcd for before. And both the
delicacy and the difliculty cf the pr-
blei is increased byour initernational
relations. Our great raihvays anud
calnaIs, theougi thieoreticatlly ours,
practically, scarcely belong less t-,
our neighibours than thcy de te oui--
selves. And, cf course, internatinaul
courtesy requires iii the arranigemeiit
of a iatter ii, -îihichi they are inite -
ested aliiost cqually with curselve.4,
that thcy should have soîniethin t..
say. The transmission cf mails,
thougli net pcrhaps a îîxatter cf lie-
cessity, is a niatter cf such urgeiucy
that it is neot easy for thiese iii authlox'-
ity te resist the pressure brouglit


