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OUR SABBATH.

BY THE REV. W. S. BLACKSTOCK.

THE Sabbath in this country is no
better kept than it should be ; indeed,
s0 far from this being the case, there
are many things connected with it
which call for humiliation and r
form. There is, no doubt, mucn
labour performed on the Sabbath
that might be avoided, and classes of
toiling people are deprived, either in
whole or in part, of the rest and the
religious privileges which they have
a right to enjoy on that day. But
in comparison with other countries,
while we have no cause for phari-
saical self-laudation, we have a right
to be devoutly thankful for the man-
ner in which the divine institution
is observed among us. There is
nothing in this country, and espe-
cially in this city, which makes so
deep and favourable an impression
upon the minds of visitors from
abroad, and sojourners among us, as
the comparatively orderly and quiet
character of our Sunday, and the
largeness of the proportion of our
people who, as a consequence of this,
are found attending the places of
worship. There is probably no other
country under the sun that is so well
supplied as this is with churches,
and, so far as we are aware, there is
none where they are so well filled
every Lord’s day. And this is doubt-
less owing, more largely than to any-
thing else, to the reverence in which
this sacred day is held among us.

But eternal vigilance is not only
the price of liberty—as it was aflirmed
to be by a distingnished statesman,
—but of everything else in this
world, that is of real value and im-
portance. This is true of the Sab-
bath, which is fraught with so many
and such incomparable blessings. If
we are to keep 1t, it must be sacredly
guarded; and this is rendered all
the more necessary by the very pro-
gress of the age, and the circum-
stances of the times. A larger pro-
portion of the western world, especi-
ally, live on water and on wheels

than ever befure. Steamboats and
railroads have interlaced and bound
together distant lucalities and com-
munities, and made them recipro-
cally dependent upon one another
to an extent that was never realized
before. The life-bloud of commerce
flowing through these great arteries
and veins becomes aimost too impera-
tive in its flow to be interrupted in
deference to any institution, whether
human or divine. The moving mass
includes not only the perishable but
the living, and rapid transit is not
only a matter of convenience, but
often a matter of necessity, in order
to avoid loss and to prevent suftering.
And mammon, ever on the alert tu
find means to further its own intey-
ests and accumplish its own designs,
is prompt to take advantage of these
works of mercy and of necessity to
get a great deal done upon the Sab-
bath that is neither merciful nor
necessary.

The result is that Sabbath obser-
vance is no longer the simple ques-
tion with us that it once was. It
has come to partake tv a greater
extent than ever before of the gen-
eral complexity of our social and
commercial life. In order, there-
fore, to deal with it as it should be
dealt with, requires a degree of intel-
ligent discrimination which it never
called for before. And both the
delicacy and the difticulty of the pro-
blem is increased by our international
relations. Our great railways and
canals, though theoretically ours,
practically, scarcely belong less to
our neighbours than they do to our-
selves. And, of course, international
courtesy requires in the arrangement
of a matter in which they wmre inter-
ested almost equally with ourselves,
that they should have something to
say. The transmission of mails,
though not perhaps a matter of ne-
cessity, is & matter of such urgency
that it is not easy for those in author-
ity to resist the pressure brought
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