
THE CANVADEAN CRAF'I'SAN. 3

1-. Stafford Northcote, M. P., presided
at the l3Ist anniversary dinner of the
Orphan Working Sehool at the Hotel
Métropole on Monday evening, the
I8th uit., wvhen subseriptions to the
amount of just ten thousand dollars
were annouinced by the Secretary.
And only a few days before the an-
niversary festival of the Commnercial
Travellers' Benevolent Institution wvas
held in the Whitehall Rooms of the
ffotel Métropole on the evening of
Friday, the 15th uit., when subscriptions
and donations to the aniount of close
unto eleven thousand dollars were an-
nouiced. We can only say we hope
they will continue to dine at somiewhere
in the neighbourhood of this price, and
may "la good digestîonwait on appetite"
with, ail of them for long,.

We commend to the special notice
of ahl Masons on the Continent the
following extract f roin our esteemed
conternporary the South A/ricau
Freern«son :-" Bro. Thos. Picton, of
New York, in a very able letter wvritten
to -the Masonic ]?eview anent the
present Ohio squabble on the Scottisli
Rite question, puts very forcibly the
decadence which Masonry is suffering
in his own State. Hie tells us that
years ago, there ivas scarcely a man of
any social or political distinction wlio
was not a Mason, and lie contrasts that
state of things with that existing now.
The New York Grand Lodge hias lost
in 'demitted' and suspended members
4,080 during 1887. Bro. Picton
attributes this to the constant dis-
sensions amongst Freemasons. Al-
thougcyh lie may be harshly set down
as a niere laudatur ternpores acti, we
are convinced that bis deductions are

sound. To us, ini viewving the ques-
tion from outside, it lias always -ap-
peared that the best elements in
.Anerican society would sooner or
later withidratw theniselves from h1asoxi-
ry, just. as Professor Bryce tells' us
they have withdrawn tliemselves fx'om.
politicag. Masonic liberty lias degene-
rated into license in the United States.
A Grand Master, a Grand Encamp-
naient c,,r whiat not, tak-es sonie action,
whidh like everythîing human, is
displeasing to a certain section. The
nîinority, instead of- yally boiving te
the majority, simply takes its stand on
the Transatlantic riglit of every man
to do ' as lihe damn please,' and eitlier
flatly disobeys, or forins a new body.
This may be liberty, but it is not order,
and no assemblage of men can possibly
work together fôr any object unless
order is maintained. We jri South
Africa are sometimes anything but
delighlted withi some of the decisions of
the Grand Lodge of Engi and, but we
do not go straightway and rouse up
evervbody on that account, stili less do
ive start a newv Grand Lodge; If we
did, an extension of the same prin'ciple
would probably split us into about six
other Grand Lodges in as many years.
Dear Bro. Jonathan, learn of us the

gseofgieand take.' Your
doctrinaires want te do ail the talking'
This is well and truly put, and wo
congyratulate our bréthren of the Cape
Colony on the common sense, tolerance
and charity that their Craft journal
displays.

In connection with some -disrepu-
table blackballing that bas lately sullied
the. record of a well-known lodge in
Toronto, the following words by Bro.
Taylor (of Arkansas) on the use and
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