
A Brilliant Address.

church, and to use no errors or heresy by your understanding and bv wise men's
teaching; aIso, secondlv, that ye sh-l be truc men to the King of England, without
treason or any falsehood, ar.d tlat ye know no treason or treacherv, but that ye shall
give knowledge thereof to the K.ing, or to his Council; also, ye shall he truc to one
another, that is to say, evcry Mason of the Craft that is Mason allowed w(e shall do to
hin as ye would be dune unto , ousl.* * Sixthly, you shall trulv pa for your
ment and drink w herever ye go to table or board ; also, ye shall do no vIl.my there,
whether the Craft or science n;y bc slandered."

It is the inculcation of doctrines like these which has given Freemasonrv its per-
mancnc% and pou er. This i its ital force, which has out)ived all the mutations of
fortune: and all attempts of civil and ecclesiastical power to comps its overthrow.
When the material importance of the AMasonic corporationson the continent oi Europe
began to ?ecline. church architecture having been suspended for a sea-on r.n account
of the vast sacrifices of the peop]l in this direction and the abuses of tle clergy. Free-
masonry begcan to lose its operative character, and attract to its Lodges and Chapters
men eminent for their knowledge and attaintmetnts in art, science and htterature. As
carly as the year of our Lord 1500, the: Masonic fraternities of Europe niay he said to
have fini'hed their labors in church architecture, and to have dispersed to find occupa-
tion in their individual capacities as constructors of public buildings for civic and
municipa! purloses. In England, however, they continue to flourish, and were there
employed in that ork, vh:ch had ceased in those countries wh< se eesiastical
estal-Hishmcnts were perfected and whose churcheswere eithersuspended orcoimpleted.

Here it was that the Order rose gradually to the position of a great conen' ator of
religion and morality. The initiation of honorary members under the designation of
Accepted Masons, into the E.glsh Lodges, prepared the way for the foundation of
British Speculative Masontrt, n hich now has its organization in ever ciu lized quarter
of the globe, and which, about 165o, received its great vital force fronm the celebrated
antiquary, Elias Ashmole, who was initiated as an Accepted Mason, and w ho re-
arranged and composed the forms of the Society of the Red Crossrothers, wvhichl had
been organzed in London, afit- the model of the new Atlantis of ILord lacon. and
held its assemblies in the hail which lad been hitherto used by the Freemasuns.

It is to a Masonry built on foundations like these, that we are dev oted ; it is to this
cause that we have assembltd to dcdicate a Masonic institutioi in this ancient town.
It is of such as this that Urennan so forcibly says : M Moral Architecture or 'Modern
Frcemasonry, the issue of the Masonic corporations of Brtain is, without doubt. more
closely allied by its objecL to the ancient initiations than was that ptacticed aniong
the colle ;es of buildeis ; 1.ut it can never become a school of science and philosophy,
seeing that science and philosophy have become common attainments of aIl who are
now situatcd and disposed to their study. While, however, this position is denied it,
Freenasonry should be graîder, more sublime, than any forin of ancient mysteries,
inasmuch as while they were exclusive and confined to classes and peoples it may
embrace the whole race of man, and transform that race into a society of Brothers,
united by love of science and labor. It ik to snch an object every phae of the Free-
masonry of to-day should tend, and for the accomplishment ofwhich each ofits initiates
should solemnly engage his efforts and influence."

And now, mv brethren, in order to perfect the system of impressing upon the mind
the abst-act truths like these and to cement the brotherhood. we have, in accordance
w'ith a universal human desire and a custom known in alIl age,, strengthenîed our
edifices like a true master-buýlder, with symbols and signs appropriate to our work. It
has been said of Freemasonry that "it is a systen of moralhty developed and inculcated
by the science of symbolism." To this form of expression the human mind has ever
been ready to resort, both in its feeblest efforts and in its most sacred aspirations. To
the child, the symbol is the most vivid and striking form of utterance ; to the faithful
devotee, the symbol is full of the tenderest significance. The first leatning of the
world consisted chiefly of symbols; and the sublimest form of religious faith in the
light ofrevelation, crowns ail its efforts with symbols whose neaning appeals to the
most affectionate and eleated emotions in the heart of man.

To aIll religious systems, to the ecclesiastical organizations of every pious people, to
Egyptian. Jew-, Phoenician, Chaldean, Chrstian, to every great moral and religious
teacher, to Plato, to Socrates, to Pythagoras, to the D.vine Master, the symbol ias
been in all time the great interpreter. Associated as it was with man's primitive
religious systems, "it was aftervards continued when in the advanced stage of the
human mind, the previons necessity no longer existed ; and it thus came to constitute
a kind of sacred language, and became invested with an esoteric significance under-
stood only by the few." But to that few how valuable and expressive it always is !
Drawn, as the symbo!s of Masonry are, from the most important events in the sacred
history of the world, they come clothed with a peculiar and impressive power, and
transport the initiated back to those sublime hours which are filledwith most imposirng
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