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tte an 1Helena, while so iiodeled that its capacity
es t ade greater ithan that of any' snelter in the
Say With 'very little expense. The smelter anid train-

s pae ae been built at ýa cost of over $50o,ooo, anl there
he fOf capital back of both enterprises.

Past fewine Of the town of Trail lias spread only i, the
has been b Onths, for the entire town, sielter and all,
tf ''rail ibu t in less than six moniths. The upbuilding

o00 hY 'no means finislied, although nearly î -

the prsaO far been expended in that direction. At
otel, e ritg, the towin of Trail possesses ten good

toes ght aloons, four restaurants, eiglit general
arbe sho( big hardware store, two meat markets, four

Ole ' S Ops, two news and stationery stands, one bank,
sa elry store, one drug store, one tailor shop, two

Orks ' two blacksmith shops, a big brewerv, bottling

st ne billiard hall, two real estate offices, two liv-
choo les, several dray .ulies, newspapers, churches,

.dePt ,Ostoffice,telegraph and telephone offices,one
bieadaSecond sooni to be constructed, one bakery,

ro round 5is being prepared and buildings erected
e rtIree-story aud one four-story hotel. a plant for
a chies Columbia Iron Works, and another for the
he Brii.orks, several stores and other enterprises.

PlIttin .îsh Coluibia Smelting & Refining Company is
t electrie light works for the town, the ligltts

th aurned on soon, and is preparing to furnisi Trail
to e Stem11 of water-works. A ferry lias beei built

Id a the two shores of the Coluimbia at tliis point,
al ago road is now completed froi the Spokane

Nortlierin railwav at Sarwvard, six miles distant
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li rail, to the ferry in question. The Canadian
tail . Proposes to build to Trail this year, and make
as oItsterminus in this district. Trail's population
h Barch, ist', 1896, about 1i,500. R T ,hat e t dof Trade of Trail unhesitatiigly declares

it T2rail Creek country is, in their belief, fabulous-

ne i mtIineral wealth-and all that is needed is
to develop our mineral resources. Mining in-

vestors find here a wide field and a profitableone. Trail,

itself, is the snelting centre of British Columbia, and

will alhvas renain so, having all the necessary adjuncts
that otîxer towIin l the Province lack.

Trai 1will be the distributitg point for the Trail Creek

district, as well as for the other nining districts in this

section. 1lere wholesale houses are going up to sup-

ply the retail trade of surrounding towns and camps.

As is natural in a town that is but six nontlis old, there
are iranches of business not represented here, and other
branches that offer good openings for competitive firnms.
Men with neans who will help in the upbuilding of

Trail Creek are assured that there is a splendid opening

in Trail for then, iii whatever line they mnay represent.

Big Bend.

[y R. w. NORTHEV, EDrTOR OF TE ROSSLAND

IPROSPElCTOR.]

T HERE are two fanous places in this great North-

West bearing the name of Big Bend. One, in the

state of Washington, is fanous for its wheat and agricult-

ural products. Theother, ii West Kootenay, B.C., isfam-

ous for its gold product-pure gold fron deep placers

and belies. This northern Big Bend is worth writing

about. It takes its naine froni the conformation of the
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Columbia River, vlich flows niorth froni Donald, a

station on the C. P. R., for about a hundred miles, and

then nakinlg a rather sharp turn through a pass in the

Selkirk Range, flows directly south, till at Revelstoke it

again neets the railway, which lias crossed the $elkirks

by way of Roger's Pass and the IllecilleWfaet canyon,

thus formiing the base of a huge triangle,· of which the


