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beyond North Island, leaving the coast for the winter; our
rations were getting short, everything induced me to push
forward as rapidly as possible, andaffer lying for several
hours on Frederick Island waiting for the'sea to run down,
J decided to advance. When we had rounded the first point
and were fairly into the midst of the great rollers-" turn
back! turn back!" exclaiimed one of my meni, which refusing
to do he added: "My God! See the dis nce we must go."
We had already on two or three occasions encountered suffi-
ciently rough .seas to give me great confi lence in the sea-
worthiness of my canoe, which, though I had ribbed and decked
fore and aft, every Indian who saw it thought unfit for the
expedition, being, they said, too small, weak and cranky. I.
wished they could have seen her ride the great seas which
come rolling in like mountains, before we reached land again.
Ben Melin, a sailor of thirte years experience on the At-
lantic and Pacific Oceans, ays he never saw so small a boat
out-live such a sea. "We will all be drowned," said Bill, a
young Hydah Indian, at the same time stripping'off his clo-
thing as I turned the prow of our little ship towards the
shore. And yet we had not taken aboard two buckets full of
water, which swept over the covered prow and would have
swamped us, but for the decking. But everywhere along the
shore we werenearing, and which had been described to nie
by Chief Edensaw as .affording a good camping place, the
sea was breaking with a loud roar. Surveying it carefully
we discovered a narrow opening between two great rocsk,
whea the interval between the breakers was thought to be
sufficiently long to enable us by skillful management to pass
through it. I had steered thus far with my left hand-my
right hand being entirely useless-by strapping the paddle to
the side of the canoe near the stern, and after. directing my
men to assist me with their oars upon a given signal, <}cided
to go through. First, with the assistance of Bill removing my
heavy boots and .rubber coat, just after a great sea-had bro-
ken "Pull both oara, heavy, right oars, now both oars,


