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SMALL TOWHS
AND THE BONOS

( ---------
(From Toronto Times)

“Canadian machinery” prints an 
article about the bonusing fever which 
periodically attacks small towns on the 
lookout for industries. An American 
corporation which was considering the 
establishment of a Canadian branch, was 
approached by an industrial commission­
er with a suggestion of consideration for 
the town he represented. The manage­
ment wrote in reply:

“We have now before us a Canadian 
proposition in which a citv has offered 
us ten acres of land on a railroad siding, 
and has agreed to build on this land a 
one-story fire-proof factory to contain 
30,000 square feet; turn same over to us, 
free of charge; also to give us water and 
taxes free for ten years. The Hydraulic 
Power Company have agreed to give us 
electrical power at jc per K.W. hour. 
In return we are to start operations with 
at least 100 men and to agree, in case we 
discontinue during the first ten years, to 
return the property to the city. If you 
have any better proposition to offer, we 
would be pleased to receive it and give it 
due consideration.”

As Canadian Machinery remarks. “One 
may as well be prepared to lean back and 
eay ‘If you know a better ‘ole, go to it.’ ”

Hicb small town has aspirations. Most 
of the more ardent inhabitants trust that 
it will yet become a city,' if not a 
metropolis. When these optimists gain 
control of the Council, or dominate opin­
ion on the bowling green, a commissioner 
is appointed to go still-hunting for 
industries —any kind.

The situa: i m of the place may not be 
suitable for manufacturing, the labor 
supply may be iuadequate, a happy con­
junction of water transport and through 
railway lines may be wanting, yet some 
timid, trusting capitalist may be willing 
to overlook these conditions in order to 
become a candidate for public charilj*.

Many a municipatily is willing to in­
volve itself in heavy burdens and misuse 
the ratepayers by granting excessive 
“consideration” to hardy promoters. The 
experience of other places that drew a 
'‘lemon” in this lottery is overlooked or 
despised. Even the warning ot anti­
bonus Provincial legislation is not suffic­
ient to deter -the enthusiasts from “trying 
the pass” once more.

Industries are advantageous to any 
community only when they are sound 
and self-sustaining. The right sort of 
manufacturer will not accept concessions 
which obviously saddle the people with 
heavy burdens and embarrass the muni­
cipal administration. But it is not true 
that every little community needs in­
dustries.

The Macmillian Company publishes an 
important book by Ilarlan Paul Douglass 
under the title of “The Little Town.” 
Prof. Douglass shows that ninety-nine 
per cent, of the small communities which 
are impoverishing themselves to attract 
doubtful industries are naturally linked 
to their rural districts, and might better 
be engaged in establishing a community 
life within the areas they serve. The 
unhappy division of sentiment between 
farmers and small town dwellers is des­
cribed with truth and pungency and the 
continued turning of all townsmen’s eyes 
towards Urbanism is deprecated.

In Ontario there are two agencies which 
might well be utilized to great advantage 
in promoting the entente cordiale be­
tween town and country. ~ They are the 
Women’s Institutes aud the District 
Representatives of the Provincial De­
partment of Agriculture. With these and 
with the advice of local Bank Managers, 
whose business is largely with the farm­
ers, something might be done to find 
basis of action for social aud community 
betterment.

By a by-law just passed, Weston ex 
cmptS from taxation until I922 all build­
ings erected during the next two years. 
Only the land will be assessed, aud that 
at its present valuation.

A cow belonging to Lawrence Pope, 
8th con., of Mersea, was the medium of 
a freak of nature one day last week when 
she gave birth to a calf with two heads, 
eight legs, aud two tails. The calf did 
not live.

About 100 of the friends of Corp. Roy 
Teetzel gathered at the home of Angus 
Mclnnis, 6th con , Bosanquet, where he 
was presented with an address and hand­
some leather rocker. J. B. XVoodhall 
acted as chairman. The address was read 
by Reeve Tidhall aud the presentation 
made by Karl Edmunds. After the 
presentation an hour or so was spent in a 
social manner. Speeches were made by 
J. B. Woodhall, Jas. H. Campbell (4th 
con.) J. I). Morrison, E. Edmunds; in­
strumental selection by Miss I Thomp­
son, I2th con.; violin selection by Mr. 
Neilsou with Miss K. Link as accompan­
ist, and a solo by Miss Rosa Tuck. 
Lunch then followed, after which the 
National Anthem when the elder people 
left for their homes, but many of the 
young people indulged in a dauce to 
music furnished by Gammon and Ander­
son.

Death of Mr. John Minielly

Another of the old pioneers of Plymp- 
ton township passed away at the Victoria 
Home, London, on Saturday, August 2, 
1Ô19, in the person of Mr. John Minielly, 
at the advanced age of 82years, 7 months 
and ll days, after an illness of three days 
with pneumonia.

Deceased was born in the township of 
Nor’h Elmsley, Lanark County, in Janu­
ary .537, came west with his parents, 
Wi .;am and Elizabeth Minielly, tour 
brothers and one sister, the family settl­
ing on the London Road in 1846, where 
he farmed successfully the best part of 
his life. Becoming partly incapacitated 
through a stroke he went to Victoria 
Home, London. He never married. He 
is survived by one sister, Miss E. Miniel­
ly ot Watford, all his brothers having 
predeceased him, the last one, George, 
dying December of last year.

The remains were brought to Watford 
and the funeral took place on Sunday 
afternoon from the residence of his sister 
to the Watford cemetery, and was large­
ly attended by relativ-s and friends. The 
Rev. E. H. Sawer- conducted the ser­
vice. The pallbea- is were John, George 
aud Leslie Minielly, Rich. Williams, 
Arthur Tanner and Joseph Acton.

LOWER CALIFORNIA.

Some Tall “Figgering”
! . «----------- '•

Each year has 365 days. You sleep 
eight hours a day wfyich is 122 days. 
This leaves 243 days. You rest eight 
hours each day, which equal 122 days. 
This leaves I2l days. There are 52 Sun­
days that you do not work, or 52 days 
this l .«ves 69 days. You have one-half 
day c fif each Satuiday or 26 days. This 
leaves 43 days. You have one aud a half 
hours each day for lunch or 28 days. 
This leaves l£ days You get two week's 
vacation each year or 14 days. This 
leaves one day, and this being the 1st of 
July we close on that day so jou’ve done 
no work at all.

Rich Land May Be Annexed by the 
United State*.

While the talk of self determina­
tion goes on at the Peace "Confer­
ence, there is one project of Imperial 
aggrandizement making headway we 
seldom hear about. The United 
States may at any moment annex à 
portion of Mexico. The proposition 
to extend their territory by the 
acquisition of Lower California—pos­
sibly in settlement of claims for 
damages against Mexico, with a 
money consideration thrown in by 
the United States—is attractive for 
several reasons.

One of these is purely strategic— 
particularly as regards Magdalena 
Bay (on the west coast), where an 
enemy might conceivably establish a 
naval base, and which the Americana 
would like to occupy and perhaps 
fortify ourselves.

Another has to do with the delta 
of the Colorado river, which is a 
vast area of immense agricultural 
possibilities. At present a desert 
(barring some beginnings of irriga­
tion), it could be made one of the 
most productive regions in the world 
by the simple expedient of storing the 
waters of the Colorado in reservoirs 
far t^ the north and distributing 
them over the delta through systems 
of canals.

One of the greatest fruit-growing 
districts on the earth is the Imperial 
Valley of California, which was by 
like means reclaimed from the desert. 
It was formerly part of the bottom 
of the Gulf of California — the old 
beach lines being still plainly distin­
guishable along the flanks of the 
hills.

The Imperial Valley extends south­
ward into Lower California, and all 
of it that. fS in Mexican territory is 
susceptible of the same sort of de­
velopment. Indeed, the whole delta 
of the great river, which has been 
called the American Nile, is a verit­
able Land of Promise.

The Mexicans have not been able 
to handle the problem. The Ameri­
cans can, and are anxious to do so. 
The region in question is adapted for 
the production of two or three crops 
per annum of sugar cane, citrus 
fruits and the valuable long-staple 
Egyptian cotton.

The Colorado rivers brings down 
vast quantities of silt — enough an­
nually to cover eighty square miles 
to a depth of one foot—and thus one 
may realize how rapidly in the course 
of centuries the delta has been built 
out, the northern extension of the 
gulf retreating correspondingly.

The gulf at the present time is 739 
miles long and 190 miles in greatest 
width — a really huge arm of the 
ocean. Toward its southern end are 
found valuable beds of pearl oysters; 
it has also turtle fisheries.

The peninsula called Lower Cali­
fornia is traversed from north to 
south by a chain of barren moun­
tains covering most of its surface 
area, and which is a continuation of 
the Sierra Nevada. Its shores are 
arid wastes. But there are fertile 
valleys, naturally watered, which are 
veritable gardens.

On the west coast, near Magdalena 
Bay, an American citizen (who 
dwells in San Diego) owns a “con­
cession” 300 miles long and three 
miles wide which he farms, so to 
speak, for the production of a lichen 
that is valuable for making dyes. It 
is gathered by Indians whom he em­
ploys.

To round out the proposed annex­
ation of territory from Mexica, it is 
urged that part of the Mexican State 
of Sonora (which borders on the 
guJI) shall be included. It is a 
uywtial desert, with possibilities, and 
tjwtaJUi fitted by Papago Indians, who 
may be called the great desert people 
of America. No other people that 
we know elect to dwell in a bare 
desert. They are peaceable and fairly 
civilised.

The peninsula of Lower California 
1ms important mineral wealth—par­
ticularly copper. On an island in the 
gulf, called Tiburon, live the most 
primitive savages in North America. 
They are the Seri Indians, professed 
cannibals, whose huts are of stones 
roofed with huge turtle shells, and 
whose sole garment, for both men 
a*ul women, is usually a short skirt 

pelican skin—the island being a 
eaeort tor pelicans.

BROOKE
Miss Annie Miller. Ingersoll, spent 

part of her holidays at the home ot Miss 
Florence Hick.

Miss May Hai* who has been visiting 
at her old home in Brooke, returned to 
Saskatoon this week.

Mrs. S. McLellan left on Tuesday for 
Ângusville, Man. She went by boat to 
Pt. Arthur and will remain in the praire 
province for two or three months.

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert McLellan, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Nuer, Detroit, motored to 
Brooke and spent Sunday wim the form­
ers’ mother, Mrs. S. McLellan.

Miss Stella Higgins returned home on 
Sunday, after spending a two weeks’ 
vacation with her sisters in Detroit. She 
was accompanied by her sister Mrs. Gor­
don Langford and son, Earl.

The regular monthly meeting of the 
Brooke Women’s Institute will be held 
Thursday, August 14th, at the home of 
Mrs. Howard Lett. An interesting pro­
gram will be provided. All ladies are 
cordially invited to attend.

WARWICK
John Spalding lost a fine span ot horses 

and a colt by lightning on Tuesday.
Mrs. Jas. A. Blair and daughters, Beu­

lah and Maxine, who have been visiting 
her mother, Mrs. McGill, and brothers 
on the sixth line, for the past two months, 
returned to their home in Spokane, 
Wash., Monday last.

The death occurred on Monday of 
Sarah Jones, widow of the late Hugh 
Bryce in her 69th year. The funeral was 
held on Wednesday atternoon from the 
family residence, lot 11, con. 4, S. E. R. 
to Watford cemetery.

Special anniversary services at Calvary. 
The H. W. Wright B. A., of Smith’s 
Falls, will speak at both services. The 
choir will be assisted by help from Wy­
oming and Forest. Services at 10.30 a m. 
and 7.30 p. m.

On Tuesday evening last a good game 
of baseball was played between Bethel 
and the 2nd line. Following is the line-up: 
Bethel ' 2nd Line
C. L. Richardson p........H. Thompson
F. L. Smith................ c..........C. McKenzie
W. J. Vance...............s s...............H. Smith
C. Smith.....................1 b.................. L. Hall
J. Cable.....................2 b......................S. Catt
W. C^tes.... ................ 3 b.........G. Thompson
E. Smith.......................c f................... L. Smith
A. Cundick................r f................... G. Janes
G. Cuits................... ...r f..................
F. Graham...................1 f.....................J. Wills

Score Bethel 11, 2nd Line 9.
On Friday evening a return game was 

played, Bethel again winning, by the 
score of 5 to 3.

WANT COLUMN.
FOR SALE—Two good work horses. 

—Alex. Leitch, lot 20, con. 2, S.E.R., 
Warwick. 8-2

FOR SALE— Good Durham Cows 
GoocJ milkers. Some just calved. Will 
sell anv two of herd. Apply at this office

FOR SALE—Frame house and frame 
barn in Watford, centrally located, hard 
and soft water. Apply to Chambers' 
Estate.

CARPENTERING, PAINTING aud 
REPAIRING of all kinds. Work ‘guar­
anteed. Reasonable prices. — D. F. 
Waller, Warwick Village. a8-4

FOR SALE—One Premier Silo, 12x30, 
nearly new ; also one Happy Farmer 
Tractor and Cockshutt Plow, 3-furrow. 
Apply to Root. Smith, R.R. 5, Watford.

, 8-2

When in need ot FERTILIZER use 
BASIC SAG. Price $23 a ton off car.-, 
$24 at warehouse.—Hartman & Mc­
Manus, Watford. Call at McManus 
Hotel. tf

Worn out horspcs and fallen animals 
of any kind bought.—LETT Bros., fur 
ranchers, lot 18, con. 13, Brooke ; Rufâl 
phone 4821. Watford P. O. Phone 
messages at our expense. tf

GIRLS WANTED
Clean, airy, sunlit workrooms.
Short hours—a 47-hour week, 

with Saturday half-holiday.
Valuable training in agreeable 

work for the inexperienced.
A good livingwage to beginners 

which materially increases with 
experience and proficiency.

Write or call—

MERCURY MILLS
LIMITED

Hamilton - Ontario

AUTO FOR HIRE
When you have any Automobile driv­
ing to do - GIVE US A TRIAL [- VOU 
will get good service and prompt 

attention to all trips day or night. 

Careful Drivers

REASONABLE RATES

McCORMICR
Huron St.

BROS.
Watford

Store Full of

August Specials
SPECIALS IN EARLY FALL GOODS

SPECIALS IN CLEARING LINES 
OF SUMMER GOODS

Prices of Cotton and Wool Goods are going up—and 
up ! Buy now ! Prices will not be as low for 20 
months to come. —swift, sons & co.

Ladies' Tailorinq
Department

Order your Ladies’ Suits as early as possible. 
New plates in a few days. Our output is 
limited, owing to the help problem. We 
are showing a fine range of cloths correct in 
every detail and all wool. Our prices are 
right—as you know. Our style and work­
manship without a fault. It’s up to you 
to get in your orders now.

Swift, Sons & Co.

SOLDIERS’DAY
WATFORD

August 20th

OF COURSE, you’ll be here that day to 
help us give all our returned heroes a royal 
welcome home and joyous entertainment
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Perhaps you’ll need a new pair of Shoes for 
that day. Better come in and get them 
this week. Shoe prices are climbing con­
siderably higher—take our advice to secure 
an extra pair at the old price.

R. DODDS & SON
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