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IVo Necess 
Verbal

Fashionaelt, darling. Tell me, do you like 
Clifford r

A taint look of pain and regret 
came Into her eyes.

She would have given the world to 
have answered "Tee," hut, aa he had 
eeld, she was truth itself, and not to 
him—certainly not to him—would she 
falsity a thought or a sentiment ot 
her heart.

She remained silent, looking at the 
water that shone like a bar ot silver 
in the sun.

“Come, darling!" he said, sitting 
up. “Why should you hesitate? 
There should be no hesitation be
tween us! Tell me! Do you know, 
an Idea has taken possession ot me 
that—I scarcely know how to put it— 
that you were not favorably Impress
ed by Clifford? Am I right?"

“It is my duty to love all whom you 
lore and all who love you,” she said 
softly; and he should have been sat
isfied, but he was not

“But, Clifford," he said, troubled 
and uneasy. “You dont like him, 
Lela?”

“Don’t ask me!” she said, quickly, 
with a little Imploring look in her 
eyes. “Let us talk ot something else, 
Edgar. Why do you ask me? You 
know I can only tell you the truth! 
You can look Into my heart and learn 
the truth, even it I spoke falsely."

"Then you don’t like him?” he said, 
anxiously.

She stopped rowing and looked at 
him, pained by his persistence.

“Why will you press me, dear?” she 
murmured.

“Because I want to know,” he said. 
“Because if it Is as I suspect I want 
to convince you, to persuade you that 
you are wrong—’’

“I know I am wrong,” she said, 
quickly. "I know it and it is a 
trouble and grief to me, but—’’

“But what, dearest?”
“But—ah, Edgar! why will you force 

me?”
“Tell me! Let there be no con-1 

cealment between us, darling! You 
do not like him?”

"No,” she said, almost inaudibly. 
“I am so sorry, so bitterly sorry, Ed
gar! I wish you had nqt asked me!"

He got up and sat on the seat, and 
leaned forward, a troubled look in his 
eyes. '

“I can not understand it," he said.
"You are not angry, no, not angry, 

dear?”
"Angry!" and he took her hand and 

kissed it. “How can you ask that? 
No, not angry, but surprised. I do 
not understand why you do not, he 
has been so kind.”

She shook her head.
"Yes, yes, I know! And if you are 

not angry wiü\ me I am angry with 
myself, dear!"

“But tell me, how do you feel to
ward him, Lela? He was so—so— 
what shall I say?—so anxious to gain 
your good will. Why, think of it, but 
for him and all he did we should not 
be here now, man and wife."

“I know!, I know!” she exclaimed, 
almost piteously. “But for all that— 
ob, Edgar, don’t let us talk of it!”

“Yes, but I must! It troubles me! 
Why, most people like him who have 
no special cause—”

"And I have such special cause!” 
she said, regretfully, humbly. "But I 
can not help It, Edgar, I do not like 
him. The first moment I saw him I 
felt—’’

She stopped, as It even now she 
would like to remain silent.

"Go on, dearest!"
“Must I? Will you make me, Edgar, 

dear? Well, I felt as if—it is cruel 
and unjust!—as If I could not trust 
him!”

"Trust him! Why, he is faithful
ness itself!" said Lord Edgar, amaz
ed and puzzled.

“Yes, I know," she said, with a 
Sigh. “It is the only blot on my hap
piness, and I would give the world to 
get rid of the feeling, hut I can not.
I feel as If Clifford Revel were ray 
mortal foe—you see how fanciful and 
stupid a girl you have married, dear— 
and that he is only biding his time to 
work me a mortal Injury!"

Lord Edgar stared at her for a 
moment, then burst into a laugh, and 
after a second she Joined in; but it he 
had been looking at her keenly, he 
would have seen a gleam of fear in 
her eyes that belied the laugh on her 
lips.

(To be Continued.)
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welcome, and that Lela confessed tosh, and there would be duties to 
that Pangley was §s beautiful as Lord perform which must not be neglecb- 
Edgar described it,’ and it was far, far ed.

‘Never mind,

The Old Marquis HENRY BLAIR
he said, as she still 

remained silent, “we will enjoy our
selves while we can; the world for
getting, by the world forgot. Now, 
you lazy girl, are you going to sit 
there all day? Why don’t you get up 
and row?” and he looked up at be? 
with a smile and with the light of ar
dent love in his eyes.

She got up, and scarcely disturbing 
him, seated herself with the sculls; 
he had taught her to 
great delight was to sit and watch 
her as she pulled the light boat down 
stream, her figure, clad In a well- 
fitting dress of white flannel, taking 
a thousand graceful outlines as ah*, 
bent to her task.

“I wonder," he said, lazily, “what 
has become of Clifford? I haven’t 
heard a line from him since—since 
we were married!”

Lela started and stopped rowing. 
During all these days she had scarce
ly given a thought to any one but her 
husband-lover—to anything but her 
perfect happiness.

“Does he write often?” she asked.
Lord Edgar shrugged his shoulders.
“Not very, but he might have writ- 

Shall we ask him to come 
down, Lela?”

“If you like—yes,” she added, 
quickly, seeing a look that was 
scarcely disappointment, but surprise 
at the coldness of her assent

“You say ‘Yes!”’ he said, lighting , 
his pipe, and leaning on bis elbow to 
look at her, “but your eyes say ’No,’ | 
and your eyes are very eloquent | 
Lela,” he added, laughing. "What do 
you mean?”

She colored faintly, and took a lo^g , 
stroke before replying.

better than any place in Italy could 
possibly be.The Girl oftheGoisters

There Is no more beautiful part of 
the silver Thames than Pangley; two 
levers just made one could not find 
in all the world a more fitting spot for 
a honey-moon, and the daye that fol
lowed immediately after her strange 
wedding were as a period of raptu
rous delight to Lela.

Lord Edgar's love seemed to grow 
with the hours; he appeared to read 
her every wish and desire in her eyes, 
and all Ms thoughts were how to 
gratify them. He hired a boat, and 
bad his dog-cart and the cheatnnt sent 
down from town and they spent some 
part of the day rowing on the river, 
floating down the back waters, and 
lying coolly under the shadows of the 
trees that lined the banks, and some 
part in driving about the beautiful 
Buckinghamshire country.

All Lela’s old beauty came back 
to her—the bright light in the lovely 
eyes, the shell-like tint to her face; 
her voice, which had grown some
what sad, rung with the same girlieh 
music, and her laugh—the laugh that t#n 
had so touched his heart when he 
had first heard it at the Abbey—rung 
out on the surface of the water and 
in the green, leafy lanes.

One thing alone might have wreck
ed her happiness, but she was spared 
that. On the second morning of their 
honey-moon a letter came from the 
professor, having beqn forwarded 
from the Albany.

It was a touching letter, In which 
he forgave and blessed her tenderly, 
and in which he Implored Lord Ed
gar to cherish her. He would not 
come to them as they had asked hlm ! “I meant ‘Yes,’ Edgar," she said, 
to do, he said, bnt would wait until quietly.
they had returned to him! One tiling \ “And ‘No,’ ’’ he retorted, smiling, 
in the lc'.tor struck a sorrowful chord Then bis face grew graver, and he 
—it was a line in which ho seld that looked at her thoughtfully, 
he had determined to accept the Ger- ..Lc]a, x want t0 ask you a we8. 
man librartonshtp; hut Lord Edgar tiû0. j know you wlll anawer lt
consoled Lela. truthfully, because you are truth ti-

‘we’ll see .  .......—.............. . .................... —.

CHAPTER XXVIII.
AN EXTRAORDINARY WEDDING.
If he had had his will, Lord Edgar 

would have purchased sufficient lady’s 
wearing apparel to stock a small 
shop; but Lela summoned up sufficient 
courage to check him, and at last, 
with great obstinacy, refused to try 
on or even to look at another article.

As it was, he had succeeded in pur
chasing a magnificent outfit, the cost 
#f which neither he nor she guessed
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“All righ! 
about that! I think I osa persuade 
him to give that idea up. Don’t tret 
about it, darling! We shall see!"

And encouraged by Ma assurance, 
Lela rested satisfied with Imploring 
the professor in her letter net to 
leave her and England. It was a 
beautiful letter, full ot her own sweet 
love and gratitude, hut the professor 
dM not rewire it until he had reach
ed Germany.

Yes, they war# very happy; their 
life was a poem set to love's muaic, 
and It Is a pity that such poems can 
not he extended to many volumes.

Lord Edgar expressed the regret as 
he lay on Ma back at the bottom ot 
the boat with hia head on Lela’s lap 
and her hand stroking his short, 
wavy hair.

"Why shouldn't we buy a tittle 
place down here," he said, "and live 
here all the summer? Toe would 
tike It, darling r

Lois smiled; there ww no ocesston 
to reply.

"If Hie could be all Pangley!” he 
said again. But he knew It could not 
be. He was Lord Fane ot Farlntosb; 
h. wwM he the Uarouie lit Faria-
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