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The ‘Florizel’ Enquiry.

(Wednesday's Proceedings.)

CAPT. JAMES’ CAREER.

Chiet Officer William James, sworn
qd on peing examined by Mr. Dun-
ld, gaid: I was first officer on the
Florizel on her last voya.ge. I amva
gaster mariner. My certificateds No.
g, 1 have been in her on diiferent
wecasions since 1911. I went tt_) sea
yhen 17 years old. In Dec. 1900 I
wme out to Newfoundland. I am a
ntive of Greenwich, Scotland. ‘I am
% years of age. I was sent out by
Baine, Johnston & Co., and I then
wrved my apprenticeship on the La-
finia, Which lasted 5 years and 3
ponths. I passed as ordinary mate
wd got my certificate in 1906. I then
yent to sea in the s.s. Stord, owned
jy Revillon Bros., which voyage last-
o 8 little over a month. I went to
Hudson Bay and back as chief offi-
er. I next cailed as mate in the
(lementine, owaed by A. Gocdridge &
gas; from her I went to the Cor-
{lia as mate. T next joined the Ad-
mfure as chief officer in 1908, I re-
mied on her for one and a half
mrs. I was at the ice in her. She
ffan ice-breaker. She had a cut-
sy bow and was specially strength-
a@ed. I had a lot of experience in
glob ice in her. I was sometime in
@Godridge’s Bella Rose, and the Attila
owied by Baine Johnston. I went
wross in the s.s. Aurora to London
when she was sold. I went as chief
oficer. I joined the Red Cross Line
pd came out in the s.8. Stephano
yhen she was new. I had experience
R ber in ice coming from Halifax and
few York. I was appointed as third
oficer in 1911 to the Florizel. I was
pxt transferred to the Rosalind. I
ws in her nine months, till naviga-
fin closed on the St. Lawrence. I
ws again transferred to the Steph-
0 as 3rd officer but after one trip I
w8 again {ransferred to the Rosalind
ol remained on her till she was sold
#1912, I was again sent back to the
Florizel as third officer and remained
orher till 1914. T was then transfer-
1 as second on the Stephano and
¥as on her till she was torpedoed in
October, 1916. I was on the Stephano
for two winters. I was put in charge
of the Neptune in Dec., 1916 for one
Yoyage. In February, 19017 I was in
tharge of the s.s. Ranger. I was in
tharge of her till I was transferred
b the Flor:zel on her last trip. The
Neptune and Ranger were wooden
le-breaking ships. I had expcrience
I the jce wi‘h the Nevtune.

HIS LAST VOYAGE.

Iwas on watch at 4 o'clock till 8
M on Feb. 23rd. I was off watch
h 8 till 4 o’clock in the morning.
Ims on watch when she left the
batbor, The Captain and 3rd Officer
Ame on the bridge, It was mild
Veather, soft and very light S. W.
¥ind blowing. About 4 o’clock in the
tenoon (Feb. 23rd), the glass stood
%295, I didn't notice aay storm

Suals. We left the whart at 7.30

o'clock and passed through the Nar-
rows at 8 o'clock exactly. The
weather was very moderate, wind
about S.S.W. and the wind was in the
Bay. There was some new'y made
slob ice. It was not packed close. It
was too dark to know how thick it
was. I don’t think it was an inch
thick, just sish. I was on deck ex-
amining hatches, etc., till 8.30 when I
reported to the Captain that every-
thing was all right. She was then
drawing up from Cape Spear steering
S.E. % S. The wind was about S.S.W.
when she straightened up, about 8.45,
to go along on her course. The ice
may be a little heavier then. I was
off duty then. It was packed falrly
close. There was no sea running or
no swell around Cape Spear. The
wind was a little fresh but not heavy
outside. You could see Cape Spear
light from the Narrows about 3%
miles. The sky was overcast there
was no moon or no snow or rain. I
went below and had a chat with the
engineers. I did not enquire how ship
was going. I was talking to the Chief.
I had no conversation about steam,
coal or anything about the ship’s en-
gines. It was purely social. I stay-
ed there till 9 o’clock, the Captain
came down and remained a few min-
utes. The second engineer ' and I
went to the messroom for a cup of tea.
Captain J. Kean was with us; we had
a social chat ‘and then we turned in.
Between 10 and 10.30 was the last time
I was on duty, then only for a few
minutes while passing to my quart-
ers. I did not see any land or light
at that time. My quarters are on the
port side. It was snowing then, the
wind may have been a littls fresher,
it was not blowing hard. There was
no diffefence in the ice. A little more
swell coming down I should imagine
on the port bow. I went to my
room underneath the bridge. I lay
down and started to read. At 4 am.
I took my watch. She was going just
as usual up to the time I turned in.
She was doing about 9 knots after
leaving the harbour, there was noth-
ing to prevent her doing that. About
3.45 she was rolling pretty good. She
was able to easily do 12 knots when
working well. From ‘what I know of
the ship she would make 12 knots as
soon as her stoke holds were clear of
ashes and she was out for a few
hours. The clearing away of ashes

‘and other interruptions would prevent

her from doing more than 9 miles.
The slob ice would not cut down the
Florizel’'s speed by any number of
knots. It might make a litile differ-
ence from the Narrows to Cape
Spear. Slob ice sometimes packs
close to the land and rafts. You
would notice the thickness of the slob
when the ship got into it, as her speed
would be impeded. By looking over
the side of the ship I would notice the
difference of the speed. You cannot
use a log in that species of ice. From
her shelter deck to the ice would be
about 9 feet. I don’t need to see fifty

- Buy a package of
Grape-Nuts

and get acquainted
With its real economy.

| | 1t was sounding the morss  code. I

yards of ice to know what the ship’s
speed is. I can observe that by the
ice rubbing by the side of the ship. I
did not take any notice of the vibra-
tions of the engines. g

At 4 o'clock a fairly-strong breeze
was blowing from East to S. E. with
sleet. There was a good swell from
the S. S. E. We just ran cléar of the
ice at 4 o'clock. We could s¢e quite
a distance about half or three quarters
of a mile. I would see a light at that
distance. I thought she was doing
9 knots or probably more. The log
wes cast at 4.30 by the Captain’s or-
ders. (The orders were given to the
men on the lookout.) Tlecy mistook
what the Captain said and cast the
lead. The log was cast immediately
the men reported cas.ing the lead.
That was between 6 fo 7 minutes af-
ter. They reported 9C fatheoms of
wire. The Captain sent them right
away to put the log over. it was 4.43
exactly, I took th+ time.

There were two quartarmasters on
the lookout—out on the bridge with
me at that time. Messrs. Dooley and
Gover. Molloy was at the wheel
Captain Martin came on the bridge at
4.10 from the chart room. The course
was W.S.W. About 4.45 the Captain
altered her course to W. by 8. That
was the only change during my watch.
She was W. by S. when she struck,
which was about 4.50, as close as I
can go to the exact time. When near-
ing the place she struck she was
gathering speed all the time on .ac-
count of her being kept away. The
telegraph showed full speed.

I have been on the Florizel when
she was fitted with her summer and
winter propellors. Her speed was
about the same with each. I do not
know what relations there is between

Ugh! Acid Stomach, 2
Sour ness, Heartbarn,
Gas or Indigestion §

The  moment “Pape’. ' Diapepsin”
reaches the stomach all
distress goes.

Do some foods you eat hit back—
taste good, but work badly; ferment
into stubborn lumps and cause a
sick, sour, gassy stomach? Now, Mr.:
or Mrs. Dyspeptic, jot this down:

leaving mothing to sour and upset
you. There never was anything so
safely quick, so certainly

ach is disordered you will get happy
relief in five minutes, but what

ens and regulates your stomach so
without fear.

times—they are slow, but not sure.!
“Pape’s. Diapepsin” is quick, positive :
and puts your stomach in a healthy;
condition- so the misery won’t come !
back.

You feel

with the stomach—distress just van-
ishes—you stomach gets sweet, no
gases, no belching, no eructations of
undigester food, your head clears and
you feel fine.

Go now, make the best investment
you ever made, by getting a large
fifty-cent case of Pape’s Diapepsin
from any drug store. You realize in
five minutes how needless it is to
suffer from indigestion, dyspepsia or
any stomach disorder.

Gordon C. were the first to reach the
scene.

(Second officer James at this junc-
ture described the heroic rescue work
of those who came to their assist-
ance.)

Three Spanish firemen died one

the screw and the speed. I haven’t the
least idea of revolutions at all. There
was no alterations in the weather con- |
ditions between 4 and 4.50. 1 was)
looking out ahead when she struck.

I did see something white which I
took to be ice. I heard no sound or
anything to indicate we were near the
land. At 4 o'clock from the conversa-
tioa I had with Captain Martin I con-
cluded we were on the N.E. cod of
Cape Ballard Bank.

AFTER SHE STRUCK.

The ship struck about 4.50, the Cap-
tain was on the bridge when we went
ashore. The Captain rang full speed
astern which was answered by the en-
gine room. The Captain gave orders
to get the boats ready and for every-
one to get on lifebelts. The seas had
smashed away everything, piling up
wreckage and sweeping away some of
the passengers and crew. It was not
long before all the boats were gone.
It was a case of holding on as best
we could. We gave some assistance
to those who came along and helped
on the bridge. No place was safe, and
many péople who were holding on to
the rails dropped from exposure while
others died on the ship’s deck. The
saas came so frequently that you
could not be of any assistance.

We helped Captain Kean and some
others on the bridge. The bridge
broke clear just at dawn. I managed
to get towards the fiddley and re-
mained there till we were taken off.
1 saw quite a number of passengers
and ecrew, over 30, on the smoking
room deck; they were washed away.
It was too dark to see if they had
life belts on. Sea after sea, you would
see some of them going. I saw them
go as I stood underneath the bridge.
The last went when the smoking
room house smashed away about 1%
hours after she struck. Mr. Munn
was among the last on the smokirg
room deck to be swept away. The
smoking room deck sunk or collapscd.,
I was atout the boats for len min-
utes when they were carried away.
Thé bridge went shortly after the
smoking room. In the wheel " house,
chart room and on the bridge were
Capt. Joe Kean, Major Sullivan, Mr.
King, 2nd officer, 3rd Officer Jack-
man, James Miller, Jack Parsons,
Charlie Snow and Molloy. There
were others whom I  did not know.
Mr. Munn was the only oné I was
sure of in any other part of the ship;
he was dressed in a long dressing
gown which was tied in the middle.
There was no confusion among the
crew, they went about their duty till
it was impossible to do any more. I
saw some rockets fired from shore.
A rocket landed about 650 or 60 feet
from the starboard side of ship, and I
think there was one landed on the
bow of the ship. I was on top of the
fiddley casing on Sunday night or
early Mongay morning. The seas that
struck the wheel house pushed me
over it. I scrambled over the wreck-
age and got to the fiddley between
seas.

When I got there I found three
Spanish firemen and a long fellow like
Moore, the coek, or steward or some-
thing like that. A sea took seaman
Balley overboard. Another man hid
in the ventilator. I then got down and
went in below, The engine rooms and
all were full of water.

Between 3 and 4 on Sunday after-
noon I saw a dory coming down from
the N.E., they did not get anyway near
us. Just about dark two ' steamers
came up ‘the shove. It was well on
in the night when I h‘qrd a whistle.

i count of his bunk having got wet ow-

after the other. One Spanish fireman
was kept alive by breathing on him
and wrapping him in canvas. James
Dwyer, waiter; Ralph Burnham and I
remained in the fiddley till we were
taken off. Capt. Martin and others
came in the fiddley. Capt. Martin was
considering the advisability of swim-
ming ashore. He left the Marconi
room accompanied by Seaman Dooley
and went forward.

(To Commander MacDermott). — I
haven’t the least idea how she came
ashore. By the course she was steer-
ing it would take her eight or nine
miles off the land. I had never known
the current from N.N.W. to be re-
versed. .

This concluded the examination by
the Crown, and to-morrow Chief Of-
ficer James will be cross-examined
by Messrs. Gibbs, Winter and Warren.

Noah Dauphine testified as fol-
lows: I am a native of Halifax
County, N.S. I was a first-class pas-
senger on the Florizel. My state-
room was opposite the Purser’s of-
fice. It was No. 29. I was in bed at
the time of the accident. I heard her
strike. My room mate, Capt. Belle-
veau, came in and told me she was
ashore. The ship was rolling con-
siderably. I very seldom get seasick.
Capt. Belleveau went outside on ac-

ing to a leaky port. I dressed my-
self, all except my shoes. I camse
along the social hall to the compan-
ion way and went aft on the port side
to the smoking room. The Ilights
were out. There was no disorder. I
got through the crowd and got on
top of the smoking room deck. There
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* | for some time. When I did look the
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were quite a few there. I saw Capt.
Belleveau there and by sight I knew
Mr. Munn. There were about 30 or
40 people there. I was there about
half an hour. I saw a number wash-
ed overboard. There was only one
man standing alive when I left the
smoking room. It was Mr.
There were several bodies lying
around. I watched a moderate time
and made my way to the top of the|}
fiddley. I was alone. I made.anoth-
er run to the captain’s quarters on
the bridge. I got half way up the
ladder. I stayed there till the wheel |
house collapsed, about 15 minutes.
In company with Charlie Snow. |
made another run back to the fiddley.
Then I caught a wire and cra.wled,/
into the ventilator. I was clear of'
the sea and did not get any water on '
me while there. I remained there till |
dark. Then I came down and got in‘
the Marconi room. I saw Chief Offi-
cer James and another man standing !
in front of the funnel. - At the time
there were 37 in the Marconi room.
No one was refused admission to the
Marconi room. Major Sullivan came
in after I got there. I saw a rocket
come from the shore. I was taken
off in the second: boat.
(Cross-examined by Mr. Warren.)—
When I left the smoking room deck
Mr. Munn was the only man on his
feet. He wag gripping the rails with
his hands, about midships on the port
side. I laid my hand on his shoulder
and said, “Mr. Munn, it is time to get
; » He made no answer, I

He had been there before daylight.
When I got forward I did nbt look aft

fuitgy MAs Yo

lights were in the social hall when I

be strong from the N.E., about morn-

arrived there. I was among the first|ing, thus giving us a fair time along

to reach the smoking room deck.
| There were women and children in!dressed and went on the bridge. Sec-

to Halifax. I was called at 3.45. I

the lee of the smoking room. I heard  ond officer Mr. King was in charge.

women crying. There were also wo-
men on the top of the smoking room.

him. Mr. Dauphine was then given
permission to return to his home.

(Thursday’s Proceedings.)

Chief Officer James, cross-examined
by Mr. Gibbs.—I am a master marin-
er. I got my mate's certificate in

1912. I was going to sea since 1900.’
‘I noticed the glass about 4 o’clock on ' course was that he did not like going
+ Saturday afternoon. - The reading was .near the Bantams. He altered the

29.90. It indicated that the wind
would be from the N.E. within 24
hours. It did not indicate bad wea-
ther. 1 examined hatches, etc., and
reported everything all right to the
captain. I then went to my room. I
met the second officer, Capt. Kean
and Mr. Munn on deck. Capt. Kean
agreed with me that the wind would

Two quartermasters were on the
'bridge. Seaman Molloy was at the

Munn. , SDOW was standing in the lee of the  wheel. I saw the captain about ten
{ captain’s quarters when I first saw ' minutes after he came from the Chart

Room. He was fully dressed. Mr.
King went into the Chart Room to
enter up his abstract log book. Capt.
iMartin mentioned how he had been
| steering during the night. I thought
'the course we were steering would
: take us well off Cape Ballard. He. told
me the reagson why he steered the

{ course about 4.40. After that I no-
ticed slob ice ahead. He said “What
is that?” I said “it looks like ice.”
'I examined it through the glasses and
| 80 did he. "I took the time when the
log was cast. It was 4.43. I took the
time for the purpose of entering up the
mate’s log book. It was about 10 min-
utes after entering it in the log book
that’ she struck. When she struck I
said to the captain she is ashore. No
one came on deck immediately after
she struck. The purser was on deck;
the captain said something to him
about getting the boats and life beits
out. About 4 g’clock I looked over
the side of the ship to see what speed
she was doing. - She was then doing
9 knots or better. I have been in the
Stephano as chief, second and third
officer, She would steer S.E. 3 8. on
leaving the Narrows, and about 1%
miles off Cape Spear S.W. 34 S. Capt.
Smith would go 2 to 2% miles off

{Cape Spear in foggy weather and con-

gt

| Ballard, gene 3 to 4 miles off,
. | Foggy weather we would still keep in
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