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GOVERNMENT
To the Ridicule a^nd Contempt of the Community

flic Revenue From Grand Full 
Year will lie ho Levs Thau 
Hundred Thousand Dollars,

Pensions was procured for the guid­
ance of the Commission in their de­
liberations. Several yueetings were 
held, but before the Commission was 
in a position to report a General Elec­
tion took place, and, as I advised, ter­
minated the labours of that Commis­
sion. There was no unnecessary de­
lay on the part of those gentlemen in 
dealing with the question sumbitted 
to them. The work was a gigantic 
one, having regard to the general fin­
ancial exigencies of the country.
They Had to Work out a Scheme of 

Old Age Pensions that the Legisla­
ture Would he Warranted in Adopt­
ing. and that Would Commend Itself 
to the Whole Country.

Not an easy thing to do in a country 
of very narrow financial resources and 
constantly fluctuating revenues. In 
England, the wealthiest nation of the 
world, statesmen of both political 
parties hesitated to move in this mat­
ter of Old Age Pensions without 
searching enquiry and the greatest 
caution. First there was a Royal 
Commission appointed to enquire into 
the subject in all its bearings, then a 
'ommittee of Reports, and then a 
Select Committee of the House of 
"ommons. Twelve years were thus 
occupied and no conclusion was reach- 
d. The Old Age Pension Act passed 

by the Imperial Parliament in 1908 
was the outcome of the labours of the 
National Committee on Old Age Pen­
sions which was representative of the 
Labour Unions of Great Britain num­
bering three million members. These 

nions sent delegates to what was 
ermed the National Committee which 
ad for a nucleus such distinguish- 
d leaders of thought as the Right 
Ion. Charles Booth. Francis Herbert 
Read. M. A., and Frederick Rogers, 
t was several years before the Labour 
"nions could agree as to a scheme 
if Old Age Pensions, but guided by the 
yisdom and moderation of the gentle- 
sen J have named they became as a 
nit, and acting in unison they won 
he nation to thefr will. Strange as 
t may appear at first sight the South 
Vfrican War hastened the day for Old 
Vge Pensions in Great Britain. That 
,var had called upon the taxpayers of 
Ifreat Britain to contribute two hun- 
ired and sixty million pounds sterling 

in extra taxes for its carrying out. At 
hq close of the war the National Com- 
nittee on Old Age Pensions, unde: 
he distinguished leadership of th' 

Slight Hon. Charles Booth, raised the 
battle cry of
“No. Reduction of Taxes Without First 

Providing for Old Age Pensions,”
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aged poor into classes of “deserving 
and "undeserving." Such an inves- i 
tigation would necessarily have the j 
taint of pauperism about it. and would i 
thereby be entirely inconsistant with j 
the principle underlying Old Age Pen- ] 
sions. Then again, the Relieving Of- j 
fleer may be at personal or political i 
enmity to the applicant, and the most 
deserving case may be left to suffer. 
Since the late Government went out 
of power, as a result "of their wise 
administration of public affairs dur­
ing their ten years of office, the rev- , 
enues of the Colony have been yield­
ing large surpluses, so that the diffi­
culties that forced the late Govern­
ment and the Commissioners appoint­
ed in 1906 to consider of Old Age Pen- 

There is

SIR ROBERT BOND’S SPEECH ONSIR ROBERT BOND.—I have lis­
tened intently and have followed 
close the remarks of the Hon. the 
Premier in introducing these Resolu­
tions, but I have failed to observe him 
advance any argument in.justification 
for the restricted, and to my mind en­
tirely unsatisfactory, measure before 
us. *

The question of Old Age Pensions is, 
and, so far as I am concerned shall 
remain a non-party question. A few 
days ago an attempt was made by a 
member of the Government to give it 
another complexion, by charging the 
late Government with inconsistency in 
respect to the matter, and this after­
noon the Premier had followed in the 
same line of. conduct by quoting from 
speeches delivered by the Hon. John 
Anderson in which be had a public 
meeting condemned an Old Age Pen­
sion Scheme. This speech the Prem­
ier had declared was delivered by Mr. 
Anderson on behalf of the late Gov­
ernment, and must be accepted as the 
views of the late Government. That 
was a most unwarranted statement on 
the part of the Premier, it was an un­
founded and utterly incorrect state- 
menet- Mr. Anderson was not a 
member of the late Government, I can­
not be sure that he was even a sup­
porter of that Government. I know 
that he had no authority to speak on 
behalf of the late Government and he 
therefore must, and could only, have 
spoken as a citizen and taxpayer. Now 
no provocation will induce me to de­
scend from the position that I took up 
ip the year 1906 on the question of Old 
Age Pensions. At that time, it will be 
observed on reference to the official 
report of the debates. I said that in the 
principle of Old Age Pensions the 
House of Assembly.

Might Unanimously t'oneur

OLD AGE PENSIONS
question of Old Age Pensions was 

'made an issue at the last General 
Election. That is not correct. How 
could a question be made an issue j 
when both political parties had agreed 
on that question. The statement was 
not only incorrect but absurd. What 
the present Government had done was 
to give a solemn pledge that they 
would immediately if returned to 
power give Old Age Pensions to all 
deserving persons, and now" they were 
as solemnly breaking that promise by 
providing in substitution a pauper 
dole. In my manifesto of 1908 I used 
these words: —

“With regard to Old Age Pensions:
From my place in the House of As­
sembly 1 have clearly defined my posi­
tion in relation to the same, and have 
clearly indicated the source from 
which such provision must necessar­
ily" come—namely : out of the General 
Revenue of the Country—w’hen the 
old age pension scheme is adopted. A 
Maternent to the contrary would be 
nothing but a cruel deception. Any 
scheme of oid age pensions would 
lave to he provided for upon a basis 

beyond peradventure; therefore any­
body of men who realize their respon­
sibility as trustees of tlie public • are 
bound in honour to move very care- 
ully in a matter of this kind. The 
•resent Government. appreciating 
heir responsibility in the premises. 
:nd having regard to the general fin- 
incial exigencies of the country, de­
termined to call into their delibera­
tions several gentlemen who hold the 
highest position in this city as finan­
ciers. These gentlemen have been 
gratuitously giving of their time to 
che consideration of this important 
‘•ubject, and. together with the Execu- 
ive Government, are endeavouring to 
vork out a scheme that the Legisla­
ture will be warranted in adopting, 
nd that will commend itself to the 
/hole community. The electors of the 
ountry may therefore confidently de- 
iend upon the present Government 
ringing into force such a measure at 
he earliest possible date.”
In the face of this evidence how" 

can the Premier truthfully declare 
hat the question was a party issue 
t the late General Election ? The 
ssertion is only an attempt to ch­
ain party capital at the expense of 
lolitical opponents, and it is an evi- 
lence of what the impelling motive 
behind this motion really is. The 
•overnment evidenly desires to be 
he first to place on record in our 
tatute Books an Act entitled “Of Old 

'■ge Pensions, while in reality it is 
.imply what parliamentarians tenu 
a bastard arrangement" designed to 
'eceive. Sir, I think the Government 
vonld have acted wisely if they had 
vorked out a full and complete Old 
Vge Pension Scheme. To my mind 
this proposal is neither practical, or 

j adequate, or just. The secret force 
I of social evolution, working the world 

over, has declared that the expecta­
tion of the aged poor shall not fail; 
that poor relief with its degradation 
and disfranchisement shall give place 
to the honour and repect that proper­
ly belongs to old age, and that no 

I taint of pauperism shall attach or 
j cling to the provision which the State 

confers on its veterans of industry.

Government by their proposed legis­
lation say no. Why not? Do the) 
not represent the wives and mothers 
v/ho have kept the homes togethei 
under in very many instances a strug­
gle for bare existence? The case ol 
the women is even stronger than that 
of the men, for they may spend lives 
of the utmost social utility with hard­
ly any opportunity of saving a cent 
for themselves. Yet under the pro­
posed Act the poor old women of the 
country are to be left to starve or t( 
go down to pauper graves. You cal 
this an Old Age Pension Scheme, dt 
you? I call it a most heartless trav- 
estry, a cruel injustice. Again, the 
Premier's remarks would lead th: 
House and the country to believe thal 
there is a precedent for this legisla­
tion in the acts of other countries. 1 
must remove that impression by de 
daring, without fear of Successful 
contradiction, that there is no pre 
cedent in the world for such a bil 
as this. Y'ou may look to Great Bri­
tain, Denmark, Belgium, Germany 
France, Canada, Néw South Wales 
New Zealand and Victoria, which art 
the countries where old age pensions 
are in force,
And I Defy the Government to Show 

Tl:at Their Proposal in Any Way 
Resembles the Scheme of Either ot 
These Countries.

Hon. Charles Booth, the

'$50) fifty dollars per year as the an­
nuity, what amount shall we require 
'or a universal scheme of Old Age 
Pensions?
1,160 old people at $50 per 

annum equals................. $458,000.00

largeout acarrying
this I might reply that no special ma­
chinery worth considering would b,< 
necessary. The Census to be taken 
within a few weeks from now will 
furnish the number of those who 
would qualify under a Universal 
Scheme, and if we follow the English 
precedent, the pensions would be paid 
through the various post offices upon 
the production of a statutory slip fur­
nished the applicant from the Treas­
ury Department. Nothing more sim­
ple, nothing more secure could I» 
devised for carrying out a pension 
scheme. So the Premier’s excuse un­
der this head vanishes. The pension 
would not be a loss to the State, it 
would represent money in circulation 
which eventually would find its way 

Under the cir-

But we must deduct
'or those whose incomes 

exceed say $2.00 per week
say 50 per cent............ ..

For aliens, criminals, luna­
tics and permanent pau­
pers. 5 per cent..............

sions do not exist to-day 
no reason w-hy a universal scheme of 
Old Age Pensions should not be dealt 
with at once.
Tlie Premier Says This Cannot he 

Done,

$229,000.00

22,900.00
because, first, the surplus revenue is 
required for telegraph extension, the 
building of light houses and other 
such works. My reply is that to take 
current revenue for such purposes is 
improper, because such public works 
are a proper charge against capital 
account, and what is required for 
such, purposes should be raised by 
loan. The late Government were cen­
sured by the present Minister of Fi­
nance for their temporary loans, 
v/hich it was the intention of the late 
Government to cover by a permanent j 
loan, for such public works : but the ! 
course was entirely proper, and to ar­
gue that other Governments had paid 
for telegraph extension and light­
houses out of current account was j 
not to justify in any way the practice. ! 
Further, the present Government have I 
been boasting of their surplus rev- j 
enue—a revenue that did not flow ; 
from anything that they had done— ] 
hut I would remind the Minister of | 
Finance that it is not sound finance j 
to have large surpluses. We should I 
only tax to the extent of the absolute ! 
requirements of the public service. | 
This principle was laid down by Mr. 
Gladstone, who, with the possible ex- j 
ception of Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, 
was the greatest Finance Minister 
that England has produced. A por­
tion of that surplus, namely, that I 
which goes to pay the interest on I 
the Railway Loan of last year, might I

$206,100.00

The cost then of the estimated num­
ber of pensionable poor persons, say 
5,038, would amount to $251,900 per 
innum. A vote of that sum would 
.llow every pensionable person, male 
ind female, over 65 years of age 
fifty dollars per year pension. The 
jovemment’x proposal is to vote 
went) thousand dollars. That amount 
till only provide four hundred per­
lons with $50 per year AND LEAVE 
FOUR THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED 
AND THIRTY-EIGHT PENSION- 
VBLE PERSONS WITHOUT ANY 
PROVISION WHATEVER UNDER 
THIS BILL. Or, if this amount is 
Mvided amongst all who, under my 
■alculation. would be entitled to it, 
then this so-called Old Age Pension 
Scheme only amounts to Four Dollars 
per year, or less than One Cent per 
day and less than Eight Cents per 
.veek. Was there ever such a piece 
■f absurdity and cruelty blended to­
gether before ? Imagine a poor old 
ouple, of whom it might truthfully 

:e said that they had reached the 
>eriod of life when the shadows of 
leath are rapidly gathering around 
them, endeavouring to keep body and 
soul together on EIGHT CENTS PER 
WEEK. But, 1 would be perfectly 
fair to my political opponents. They 
say we don’t propose to divide up the 
twenty thousand dollars among all 
who would be entitled to it under any 
•ension scheme known to the world. 

We propose, they say, to select four 
hundred old men of 75 years of age 
v/ho we may consider are deserving, 
and to give them FIFTY DOLLARS 
per year, or to increase their present 
allowance under the Poor Commis­
sioner from $24 to $50 per annum. 
How can this be termed an Old Age 
Pension. The very suggestion of 
selecting from among the poor those 
whom the Governor-in-Council 
consider the most deserving i

back to the Treasury 
cumstances to which I have directed 
attention I cannot support the Reso- 

j lutions before the chair, which as I 
I have endeavored to indicate are neith- 
! er practical, adequate or just.

OBITUARY
It is with deep sympath: 

record the death of Miss 
Hodder, of Grate s Cove, on 
inst., at the age of twi 
years. Deceased was a da 
John and Mahala liodder, 
much respected by the mar 
of this place. She had bee 
December last and death wn 
expected. Some few years 
united her will with the Ma 
up to the time of her death 
was strong in her Rt dee 
death came as a welcome 
her, although it seemed he 
parents and relatives to par 
just in the bloom of .voutl. 
are content to know that o 
her gain. The funeral cerei 
place on the 13th. conduct! 
Rev. Mr. Britnell, who toe 
text "Blessed are the dead 
in the Lord." Many friend 
three denominations c.f this pi 
to pay their last respects 
whom they highly esteen 
Christian Workers’ Band, 
she was a member, walked 
cession to the Anglican 
each carrying a rose, which I 
ped on the coffin as lino 
the grave. Deceased leaves 
mother and four brothers 
their sad loss, to whom 
our sympathy in this thrr 
sorrow.

Grate's Cove. March : 'th.

The Right, 
father of the British scheme, says in 
his work on Old Age Pensions: “The 
most desirable age for a State pension 
is put by various lauthorities at 60. 
•6» and 70. If we consider solely the 
usual working powers çf men. 60 is 
now late enough pi most manual in­
dustries: but some employments press 
less hardly, and in most cases the 
industrial breakdown precedes the 
financial breakdown by several 
years, so that we find 65 to be the age 
at which pauperism increases by 
leaps and bounds, and thus this age 
has been commonly chosen as repre­
senting the time when strength is 
tone and money spent and pensions 
re most excellent. As 65 is the 
lsually accepted age so five shillings 
uer week is the usually accepted pen­
sion." England fixed the age ^t 70. 
Germany and France the same. Den­
mark at 60; Belgium at 65; New ! 
Zealand at 65; New South Wales at j 
65, and Victoria at 65. The present | 
Jovernmeut fix the age at which the 
poor man will be entitled to an in- ; 
crease pauper dole, for it is not a pen- j 
sion. at 75, for which as I say there j 
is no precedent in the world. They j 
have evidently done this to make ! 
tlieir absurdly small allocation of j 
twenty thousand dollars cover more j 
cases. Now, according to the last j 
Census there are within our jurisdic- j 
tion, that is to say Newfoundland and j 
Labrador,

for it was a question of workers and 
of these past the allotted span foi 
work. I declared that it was the dut: 
of the State to extend every possible 
considcratibn. sympathy and relief te 
the aged poor and infirm, for the) 
had done something in the building up 
of the country for which they should 
be recompensed. On the 27th of April 
1906 an Address was unanimously 
adopted by the Legislature praying 
His Excellency the Governor to ap­
point a Commission “to inquire into 
the subject of providing pensions for 
aged persons,” and in pursuance 
thereof the then Minister of Finance, 
the Commissioner of Public Charities, 
the Hon. J. S. Pitts. Hon. Edgar Bow- 
ring, Hon. John Harvey and W. B. 
Grieve, Esq.. were appointed such 
C'cmmissioners. The chairman of the 
Commission was the Minister of Fin­
ance, and the Secretary was the Hon. 
John Harvey. The first meeting of 
the Commission was held on Decem­
ber 13, 1907, when it was decided 
“that regular meetings of the Commis­
sion shall be held on alternate Fridays 
hereafter.” The Commission entered 
on its duties, as might have been ex­
pected considering its personnel, in a 
thoroughly business like manner. 
Correspondence was exchanged with 
officials in Great Britain, Canada, and 
elsewhere, and a lot of valuable infor­
mation, blue books and other data 
bearing on the subject of Old Age

and it was taken up by the whole 
country forcing Parliament to pass 
the Act of 1908. The history of the 
Old Age Pension movement in Grea1 
Britain is a most fascinating study 
and at the same time conveys a lesson 
as to the care and caution that is ne­
cessary in dealing with a matter ol 
this kind so as to do justice and in­
flict no injury on any person. I have 
scanned the history of this movement 
in England to show that the Commit­
tee or Commission appointed by the 
late Government to deal with the sub­
ject of Old Age Pensions was acting 
on the proper lines and were not 
open to the censure that has been 
passed upon them for delay.

Again, the Premier says that the

The Ladies ol SI. Join 
Now Have Beautiful 
McMurdo & Co. Hi- 
Article and (juaranU 
Grow Hair, or Rclun 
Money.

McMurdo & Co.. ( h''tn 
up by the manufacturers o
the Great Hair Grow r. 
to grow hair.

SALVIA destroys Pandru
days.

The roots of the hair 
ed and fed that a in w vr ; 
springs up, to the amaxrnu 
light of the user. The hair 
soft and fluffy. hike all 
preparations SALVIA is da 
fumed. It is hard to lind 
who does not use SA IA IA c<
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evf-

So, by taking advantage of our

CLEARANCE SaleFemales.
65 to 70 years of age 
70 to 75 years of age 
75 to 80 years of age 
80 upwards................

Persons. 
. . 1,830 
.. 1,308 

799
.. 618,.W.V.V.V.,.V,V.’//.VAV/AV.W.V.,W5VAkVwwvwuvww Offering, you really earn 25C

every dollarHAT YOU CAN GET
FOR 1 CENT

4,565 
Persons. 
.. 1,897 
.. 1,287 

818 
603

are quite willing to :pt losses during this sale.Males.
65 to 70 years of age 
70 to 75 years of age 
75 to 80 years of age 
80 upwards................

Prices that Tell You what to ExpectWhatno provision 
become of the old men and old wo­
men. numbering four thousand six 
hundred and thirl)-eight, between the 
ages of 65 and 80 upwards who are 
not considered at all under the pro­
posed bill? The Premier says “half 
a loaf is better than no bread.” But 
there is no half loaf; the whole loaf 
goes to the chosen favorites of the 
Government.

Valenciennes Lace and Sax­
ony Lace..............Halt't rice.

All Over Embroidery, nn 
value 40c , now.......... ^JJ)C

White Shirting, value 10c, z>
no«-........................... DC

White Lawn, very fine /v
make, Sc. and .......... Il/C

Loom Ends of Embroid­
ery, a factory clearance, t /X
*C- to............................. 10c

Table Centres, value 70c., nn
............................... OUC

Pillow Cotton, Circular a « 
value 30c., now.............. I

Corsets —15 per cent. less.

Corset Covers, 40c. value, n rj 
now .................................. Z / C

| J Now Universality Alone Can Remove 
; | the Painter Taint, and in By Opinion 

! the Only Right and Just Plan is to
I Give a Pension to Everyone Who

Needs it on Attaining the Age of 65 
Years—Man and Woman Alike.

Modern conditions of industry do not 
favor the aged. Work nowadays is 

i rushed, and it needs more nerve and 
! strength than the old can bring to 
! it. The community gains, perhaps, 
j but the old people suffer, and heneb 
their claim to special consideration.

| This House is under a greater obli- 
j gallon to-day to pass an Old Age 
j Pension Scheme than ever it was be­

fore. Since 906 we have passed 
the Workingman’s Compensation Act, 
which provides compensation to the 
laborer from the employer if he 

i should be injured or incapacitated 
I while performing his employer's 
| work. This has forced employers in

AT DEVINE’S 4,605
Total number of males and females,
Nine Thousand One Hundred and
Sixty. Taking 65 as the age limit and

Ladies Tweed Ski to value
now-39 Sets Dress Steels, at......

50 Dozen Safety Pins, at...........
437 Cards Hooks and Eyes, at.

10 Only Babies Pacifiers, at .
Hair Pins. 2 packages for 

223 Dozen Dress Buttons, at 
10 Dozen Dress Ornaments, at 

864 Yards Torchon Lace, at ...

Hundreds of other Articles at lc. each,
Too mimerons lo mention here.

In the value giving line this is a Record Breaker and 
eclipses completely all past attempts to save money for the 
public.

1 cent per set.
1 cent per doz.
1 cent per card, Asthma Catarrh
1 cent each WHOOPING COUCH CROUP 

BRONCHITIS COUGHS COLDS There is Not Even a Crumb of the j 
Loaf to Divide Among the Four i 
Thousand and Odd Poor Old People, | 
Who Are Not Considered in the 
Proposed Bill.

Again I say, this vote is nothing but 
a dole or largess to be distributed 
by the Government on no principle of 
justiete. Such a scheme as is proposed 
by the Government must necessarily 
bo administered with some appear­
ance of arbitrary dealing, for under 
it the Government must appoint some | j 
one to draw and enforce tlie lines of j 
demarcation decreed by the proposed ) 
bill. Borne one in such locality, pro- j 1 
babty the Relieving Officer, will have j | 
the task assigned him of dividing the

1 cent. CLUB.'OVERSEAS
the Overseas Club (non-dem 
all ,was held at. the Oihtfel
last night. The club now

1 cent per doz.
1 cent each, While Napk

ESTABLISHED «87»
A simple, safe and effective treatment for tron- 

chial troublée, without dosirig the Stomach with 
dr,HP- Used with success for thirty years.

The air rendered strongly antiseptic, impired 
with every breath, makes breathing easy, ecothes 
the Bore throat and Btops the coach, assuring 
restful nights. Cresolene is invaluable to mothers 
with young children and a bpon to sufferers from Asthma.

Send us postal for descriptive booklet. $10
ALL DRUGGISTS ■pTV----TT

Try Cresolene Anti-
septic Throat Tablets Wf ULmiI SS§Bl
for the irritated throat
They are simple, ef-
fect.ve and antiseptic. |J|r
Of your druggist or V* '
from os. 10c in stamps. £ J \

Vapo Creseleae Ce.
I^ealaj - lKlep Bldg. §0 A
« MONTREAL

P. F. COLLINS
Run DoThe Mail Order Man.

340, 342 ana 344 Water Street,
5 doors East of Post Office.

J. M. Devine, 302 Water St You have a steady, cv
Secure hisabout it
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w ALSH’S
BiAKER1Y.

194 Duckworth Mreet.
(Opp. T. M. Winter’s.

Fresh Baked to-day :

MUTTON PIES
APPLE PIES. 12 cts. 

WASHINGTON PIES. 10c.

{SWEET BREAD 
12c. LOAF.

Assorted Cookies, 15c. doz.
Tea Buns, 10c. doz.

Graham Bread. 10c. Loaf.

M. WALSH.


