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IN THE PROVINCIAL

HOUSE

Wednesday’s Session.

The Ilegislative assembly hall was
filled to the doors again yesterday aft-
ernoon when the House was called to
order at three o’clock. There was a
general anticipation of spirited die
bate or startling developments in con-
nection with the resignation of Hon.
W. H. Cushing. but with the excep-
tion of two Skirmishes between the
go¥ernment and members in opposi-
tion' to the I on there were
no excit r eglar in the
sion of
an hour ‘a

and th

brief ses-

1000 1 less. than
tion for adjournmeént
expectant crowd dis-
dizgappeintment in their

with
3 1 introduced
questic that to the
enly ncidents of the after-
noon. rose to a question of
privilege immediately upon the open-
ing of the session, asserting that doe-
uments in connection with the Alberta
and Great Waterways railway asked
for by the House had been first given
out to the mnewspapers. Both the
ier and Hon. Mr. Cross denied
ywledge of this and after fur-

ther re ks by Mr. Bennett, the in-
cident closed
Just before
questioned the
to the new

adjournment Mr
premier
)aper

Boyle
with reference
reports of the resig-
nation o r of public works,
but the premier stated that he had
no announcement to’ make to the
House. These were the only depar-
tures from the routine préceedings
during the afternoon. ;
Mr. Boyle’s First Question.
have been informed,” said Mr.
in rising to a question of priv-
immediately after the prayers,
“that the government through the
clerk of the executive council, has
given certain newspapers copies of
documents asked for by a motion of
this House. When I asked the premier
yv-.\twr{lny ‘\\'hvu they would be ready
he said the copies  were then b«vin;;
While the premier was
g this information certain copies
were in the hands oi the public. This.
I‘ think, is an aet of discourtesy to
the House and a breach of its privil-
eges.

“There is not the I¢
the press having acee to these doe-
uments when they are tabled, but
whvn.th@ House asks for returns they
are the property of the House alone
unh}» they are tabled and not of the
pu.b‘.;(z It was with the greatest sur-
prise. that I learned yesterday that
newspapers had secured these ‘re-
turns.’ ’

ast objection to

“Wihile I am on my feet,”
Boyle continued, “I wish to
regard to the agreements for the guar-
antee of the bonds of the different
Tallwa_\_'s_ It appears to°' me all in-
lormation in ‘this - connection ‘should
have. been on the‘table at the first
meeting of the House. I would like
to know whether the H 1

o v ouse will get
all these documents without motions.
If not I am

¢ am prepared and propose to
present further resolutions, but I
think it should not be necessary.’
Premier Not Aware of Case.
Prel’;mer Rutherford in reply to Mr.
Boyle’s question stated that he was
unaware of any document asked for
by the House having been given to
the newspapers. He had given no in-
stI"‘uctlons in that regara. :
By commang of his honor the
tenant governor.” he continued, “I
now place “on the table of the H‘ouw
the documents asked for by the hon-
orable: member for Sturgeon (Mr
Boyle). 2

Speaklmg of Mr. Boyle’s
as to whether it \\'HIL}\{ be
to pass motions for the return of the
papers, €tc.. in connection with the
bonds of the other railways the pre-
mier said he expected the usual pro-
c(i:edure”m be fn”u\\'wl, When such
t;)tr;idéh documents would at once be

While the pre

Mir.
ask in

’

lieu-

question
necessary

S emier was :’;»walv{infz Mr.
: -wv Was sitling impatiently in his
seat and upon the.former concluding
}.JIR remarks he addressed the Hnu:
Zor the first time during the session 4

2 Mr. Ber}nett Takes a Part.

The quéstion of privilege raised by
the h(JIlU{'.'{}??“ gentleman is one of the
most serious that can be raised,” he
said with considerable \\‘urmt,hv i £
1S a question as to whether the gov-
ernment realize that they are not the
m]alatwr-. its of the peo-
Ple. 1 have sat here with a good
deal of forbearance during the past
few days. I would remind the prw;:
ler that a few days ago the Right
Hon. Lloyd-George, great man as 'hP'
1S, was summoned before the bar o%
the British Commons and reprimanded
because certain papers were published
before being tabled in the Commons.

“The elerk of the executiy

Ve coun cu
M. J. McLeod i Ve Lo es -
. 3 L » and I have ) i
P v no h ita

mentioning this ng 3
handed out doeuments of Itl}(:fl?{(z:;
to the press before they were tabled.
I_vr_nakw this charge on my rvs}miﬁf:
bility as a member and I would like
the government to inform him that
1};;:}:1505;\1,} servant and not a politieal
Hon." Mr. Cross Replies.

Hon. C. W, Cross. drew attention
to the fact” that the Primé minister
had said that neither he nor any other
member of the cabinet gave instruc-
tions to hand out documents to any
newspaper. The government have no
objection ‘to bringing down anw pap-
ers as soom as copies can be made

Mr: Boyle stated that in view of
explanations he would suggest to the
the speaker of the House that he ask
clerk to appear and make an apology
to the House. He moved that the
clerk of the executive council be suam-
moned to the bar to explain.

The speaker ruled-that twenty-four
hours’ notice of motion must e
given.

This brought My Bennett again fo
his feet. He contended that no notice
Was necessary  for. a motion. on. &
question of privilege.

Hon. Mr. Cross. speaking further
on the .guegtion,. remarked :—

_“I don’t intend t0 have my sincer-
ity questioned in this matter. I said
that no member of the government

but the servar

gave any authority t6 hand out anyis it located ?

statement such as referred to and I
want the House to accept thdt state-
ment.”
Brief.Exchange of Repartee.

Mr. Bennett—‘‘That sounds very
good, but there is nothing in it.”

Premier 'Rutherfora— ‘There is no-
thing in what the honorable gentle-
man s

Mr. Bennett—"“Will the prime min-
ister consent to a mmotion without

i being given to summon the

‘clerk of the executive council?”

Hon. Mr. Cross—“The speaker has
given his ruling and I for one will
support him when I know that he is
right.”

This ended the discussion for the
time being and the regular orders of
the day Were proceeded with. Just
before adjournment, however, Mr.
Boyle again rose in his seat and in-
quired of the premier if the news-
paper reports concerning the resigna-
tion of the minister of public works
were true. “His seat in the cabinet
row in the House I notice is now
vacant. I weuld like to know if he
has resigned and if he has anything
to say.”

No Intimation to Make.
Premier Rutherford—*“I ~do not
credit all newspaper reports. I have
no intimation to make regarding a
resignation in the cabines.”

Mr. Boyle—“Are we to understand
that the primier does mnot consider
that the House is entitled to the in-
formation? If a minister of the crown
resigns it is very important that the
House should know. The news has
been in circulation in the newspapers
and the House is entitled to the in-
formation. I would like again to ask
the prime minister to make a state-
ment.”’ ;

Premier Rutherford—“The prime
minister has stated that he has no
commaunication to make to the
House.”

Mr. Bennett Juotes Precedents.

This rejoinder again brought “Mr.
Bennett to his feet.

“I have a distinet recollection of
the occasions in the Dominion House
of Commons when Hon. Mr. Blair
and Hon. Mr. Sifton resigned and all
authorities say that the House has a
right to some slight information when
a_seat of a cabinet minister is
vacant in the House. I could gquote
the constitutional practices in Can-
ada and England, if I had time, and
hey are all against the hon. prime
mimster.

“It may be,” continued Mr. Bens
nett, in a soft cadence. “‘that ‘the
people have no rights in this question
but I apprehend that the premier will
conclude that the people have a right
to a modicum oi knowledge and I
hope he will give the information that
is never denied.

“This is a new province, we ane told;
making new precedents,” “he oéntint
ed” with a smile, “but I can hardly
believe that one so at variance with
constitutional usage will be adopted.”

Premier Rutherford remarked: “The
regular constitutional practice will be
followed. We will adhere to the prece-
dents of the mother of parliaments.”
And with this the ineident closed for
the time .

The Afternoon Routine.

Petitions were tendered as follows:
By L. M. Roberts, High River, for
the “incorporation of the High River
General Hospital; by J. R. Boyle from
‘Camile Paradis, and others asking ‘or
legislation placing restrictions on the
right of complete alienation of pro-
perty by will; by J. R. Boyle for the
mcorporation of the Athebasca club.

W. F. Puffer. Lacombe, for the
standing committee on standing or-
d(‘.I‘S_I‘t,’[)“TYt‘d in respect to the bills
relating to the Salvation Army, Town
ofv Raymond, Diamond Coal c@mpanv,
Western Canada Fire Insurance com.-
pany and Gleichen club hat all rules
had been complied with and that the
promotors have leave to introduce
the bills.

They were accordingly
and read a first time. >

Hon. Mr. Ratherford introduced 2a
bill respecting the raising of loans
authorized by the legislgture and Hon.
M. Cross introduced a bill respecting
witnesses and evidence. Both  were
read a first time.

A bill introduced by C. M. O’Brien,
Ru_ck_v Mountain, to amend.the Coal
Mines Act was read a first time.

Questions by Mr. Bennett.

Mr. R. B. Bennett gave notice that

introduced

4 today he will" ask the government the

following questions:

At what price were the bonds of
the Canadian Northern Railway com-
papd};. guaranteed by the government,
soia’

“:}m was the purchaser? -

!\'\hat was the total amount realiz-

In what bank or banks
money deposited ?

How much has been paid out to the
company ?

When was the same paid?

At what price were the bonds of
:hr- Grand Trunk Pacific Branch
Lines Railway company, guaranteed
by the government. sold ?

Wha was the purchaser ?

What tas the total amount realized?

In what bank or banks was the
m(ﬁxey deposited ? 2

ow much has bee ai
T e - n paid out to the

When was same paid -

What date does:the bonds of the
Alberta & Great Waterways Railway
company, ar: i > p
men;t), b.e:u'%u ranteed by tne govern-
. When was the
intérest due ?

If past due, has it bee id ?

If 50, by whom ? o e |

I-_Ius the Alberta & Great Waterways
Railway company, or any person or
corporation under them, let the con-
fract for clearing the right-of-way, and
is it a fact that their right-of-wav for
a considerable portion of the railway
line  between Kdmonton and TLac la
Biche is now ‘being cleared of timber
and brush ?

If 80, how many miles, and to whom
was. the contract. let ?

was the

first -instalment 'of

\

How much of the said right-of-way
has already been cleared, and where

Has the -contract been let by the
said railway company, or by any per-
son or corporation for or under them,
for the supplying of ghe timber “for
the construction of said road ?

If so, to whom was the
awarded ?

Is it a fact that the contractor sup-
plying the ties for said railway com-
pany is at liberty to supply spruce
ties, and is he supplying spruece ties
at the present time ?

If so, how many spruce ties has ne
supplied to the said company ?

Has the Alberta & Great Water-
ways company tdken-out a permit cr
permits from the government of Can-
ada through the Land Office at Ed-
monton, for spruce ties for the said
railway ?

When was the sale .of the bonds of
the Alberta & ‘Great Waterways Rail-
way company effected ?

On what date were the said bonds
signed by the chairman of the execu-
tive eounecil, or any officer authorized
by the government to sign same ?

What amount, if any, was received
or acerued wherewith by the Province
on the disposition of the bonds of the
said railway ?

Who signed the said bond on be-
half of the government ?

Who negotiated the sale of said
bonds to Morgan & Co., and was any
commission paid on such sale ?

If so, to whom?

What officer or officers of the gov-
ernment delivered said bonds to the
purchasers

Was a special train chartered to
convey such officers to New York ?

If so, what did said special train
cost?

Who paid for it?

‘Who were the passengers upon said
special train? besides such officers
of the government, if any.

Thursday’s Session.

Immediately upon the segsion of the
Legislative Assembly opening for
business yesterday afternoom: Pre-
mier Rutherford rose in his place and
announced the resignation of Hon.
W. H. Cushing as Minister of Public
Works, which resignation had been
accepted by his honor the lieutenant
governor. Mr. Cushing who has been
suffering from a severe cqQld for sev-
eral days was mnot able to make a
statement yesterday setting out his
reason for resigning, but intimated o
the House from his seat in the rear
benches, thaiyg on - Monday next he
would explaiil-his position. This was
the only incident of unusual interest
yesterday and the big erowd of spec-
tators who assembled in anticipation
of a fiery debate left with the same
disappointment as on previous days.
,Prexqpier Rutherford in announcing
Mr. Cushing’s resignation read the
correspondence that had passed be-
tween them relative thereto. On Mon-
day, February 14th, the ex-minister
wrote stating, that he: was tendering
his resignation and regretting the nec-
essity ' for doing so. He was not in
accord, he, said, with the -Tailway
policy in guaranteeing bonds and
especially those of the Alberta and
Great Waterways Railway company.
This had been done without his know-
ledge and consent as a minister and
he felt he could not defend the tran-
saction before the people whose inter-
ests he thought the government unad
failed to protect.

Premier Expressed Surprise.

Premier Rutherford in his letter . {
the same date in reply expressed his
great surprise at the action of his
former c¢olleague of which he had haw
no previous intimation. ‘With Mr.
Cushing holding the views he did,
however, there was no course open for
him but to resign. The only matter
referred to, the premier continued,
was the guarantee of the Alberta and
Great Waterways’ bonds and he could
not understand Mr. Cushing’s atti-
tude on this matter as this action was
taken with his full knowledge and
consent, he being present at the meet-
ing of the executive council when the
question was dealt with. The premier
closed by again expressing his aston-
ishment with Mr, Cushing’s action
inasmuch as he had had no previous
intimation of the viéws lately ex-
pressed by him.

Mr. Cushing to Speak on Monday.

Premier Rutherford -also presented
the acceptance of the resighation oy
his explanation at preseat. However
he said, accepted it only with extreme
regret.

“I may state” he concluded, “‘that
Mr. Cushing desires to postpone - any
statement he may make til Monday
next. After 4at statement I think
that the Premier has the right to offer
any explanations.”

Hon. Mr. Cushing said in the course
of a few remarks that he was suffer-
ing from a severe cold and did not
feel in fit physical condition to make
his explanation a present. However
he hoped to speak on Monday. I
was the last transaction with the
Alberta & Great Waterways Railway
that he took objection to, and it was
this with other things that would
have to be explained.
J. R. Boyle Refers to Returns Tabled

J. R. Boyle, Sturgeon, intimated
that he would like to say a word .n
the return. brought down yesterday.
He noticed that while the original
docurm_mts were tabled in some cases
the original agreement with the Al-
berta & Great Waterways Railway
company was not thére. On some of
the dopuments. it, did not purport who
signed the agreement.

Premier Rutherford replied that he
had assumed that the original docu-
ments were all on the table. This was
the first ntimation that they were not
all brought down.  The originals were
in the office of e Deputy = Attorney
General where they were available. All
HmAdot'mnents woud be brought down at
once,

Premier to Make Full Statement.

He also intimated that he felt at the
earliest possible date that a full state-
ment should be made with reference to
all the railway transactions during the
year. (Applause).

contract

Mr. Boyle shid he noted in the refurn
that there wére tio plans, profile or book
of references in the tabled returns.

“We have none as yet in the govern-
ment offices,” was the reply. “The engi-
neers are now reporting on the surveys. ’

Premier Rutherford presented a peti-
tion praying for leave to introduce a bill
to amend the Strathcona 'charter and
the petitions previously introduced for a
number of other bills were read.

R. B. Bennett, K.C., sugested that the
members be given bill cases in which to
hold the copies of the bills.

A Litte Bit of Repartee.

“If more attention had been given to
the bills in the past,” he said with a
smile, looking at the Premier,” the Pro-
vinice might have had better legislation.”

“I am very glad to receive any sugges-
tions along this line from the members.
We may have been a little too parsomon-
ious in our-expenditureg in the past,’
retorted the premier, i

*“Not after the sessions, though,” was
the reply of the leader of the opposition.

Short Session Today.

The Premier intimated that tday the
House would meet at two o’clock for a
short session in order that the members
might catch the afternoon train south.
Next Monday the House would convene
at four o’clock and then be hoped to be
able to get down to the business of the
séssion.

In-conclusion with the questions asked
some days ago by Mr. Bennett in refer-
ence to the purchase of the site -of the
university, the Premier read the follow-
ing replies:

Answeérs to Questions,

Q.—From whom did the Government
purchase the site for the Provincial
University Building?

A.—The Simpson Estate: Mrs. Annie
Maud, Mary Beamish Stokes and Mrs.
Annie Deltor Simpson, executrices and
devisees, who transferred property to the
Government,

Q.—What
chase?

A.—June 7th, 1907.

Q.—What was the amount of the pur-
chase price?

A.—$150,000.

Q.—How was the purchase price paid?
By cheque or in cash?

A.—By cheques.

Q.—How was the purchase price de-
livered to the vendor, by mail, express
or by an individual on behalf of the
Government?

A.—Cheque No. 8046 of 1907 for $148,000
deposited in the Bank of Montreal, Ed-
monton, to the credit of Mrs. Stokes and
Mrs. Simpson, executrices of Simpson
Estate, June 14th, 1907, personally by
Deputy Provincial Treasurer, a receipt
being taken by him for said cheque and
which receipt was forwarded to John L.
Whiting Esq., K.C., 69 Clarence street,
Kingston, Ont., Solicitors for the Exe-
cutor of the Simpson Estate.

Cheque No. 29788 of 1907 for $1,357.17
in favor of Mrs. Stokes and Mrs. Simp-
son, executrices of the iSmpson Estate,
issued December 31t, 1907, and forwarded
by mail to J. L. Whiting, Esq., K.C., 69
Clarence Street; Kingston, Ont.

Cheque No. 29789 of 1907 for $642.83 in
favor of the Secrétary-Treasurer, City of
Strathcona, for taxes against said pro-
perty to June Tth,f: 1907, date of the pur-
chase, (copies™of'/<paid ©cheques hereto
attached.) .

'! Q.—If by an individual, who?

A.—Answered by No. 5.

{ Q—Who conducted the negotiations

was the date of the " pur-

half of the Government.
A.—Honourable /Premier Rutherfotd.
Friday’s  Session .

What was described by Attorney
Genera! Cross as lone of the most im-
portant biMs to have come up before
any Legislature in Canada was in-
troduced to the House at the brief
session of yesterday afternoon by
Hon. Mr. Cross, in moving the second
reading of an ‘Ac¢t respecting Agree-
ments for Sale of Chattels.

The bill, which consists of only one
clause, provides that in any action
arising out of or in connection with
an order, contract or agreement for
the purchase or delivery of any chat-
tel, no condition, covenant, agreement
or stipulation on the part of the pur-
chaser being collateral to the main
purposes of the order, contract or
agreement shall be valid and binding
upon the purchaser, notwithstanding
anything to the éontrary in the order,
contract or agreement contained, un-
less such condition, covenant, agree-
ment or stipulation is in the opinion
of the court before which the action
is tried just and reasonable under all
the circumstances.

Most Immortant Bill,

The Attorffey General said in his
speech that in this bill he was bring-
ing to the attention of the House one
of the most important to have come
before either this Legislature or any
other in Canada. It had a special
interest, especially to Western Can-
ada, owing to its rapid development.
Its purpose was to remedy certain
grievances  that existed in Alberta for
some time and in other parts of
Canada for many years. The govern-
ment was now bringing in a rgmedy
for an evil which should be abated as
rapidly as possible. :

Agriculture was the most important
industry in the province and when
people were being invited from other
parts of the world Alberta had and
would continue to have a population
who should be protected when legisla-
tion would- protect them. The bill
being introduced dealt largely with
the saie of agricultural implements,:
such as threshing mills,  steam
ploughs, sewing machines and other
similar ‘classes of goods.

Agreements Seldom Read:

Many vety intelligent business men,
not alone in farming lines, but in’
other businesses, selidom read’ the
lengthy clauses in those agreements
of sale. The Attorney General pro-
duced a copy of an agreement ‘such as
he referred to and pointed out that
it econtained a large amount of small
/type, which was not read by one in
five hundred, and if read was not un-
derstood by one in a thousand.

’ The common law said that the ven-
dor should supply the -purchaser with
a guarantee that the articie was effi-
cient and workable, It K was often
found, however, that the -article sold
was not efficient, but defective in-
{stead, and litigation was the result.
Then the purchaser found himself the
jdefendant in a legal suit and the argu-
ment set up that the purchaser did
not ecomply with the conditions of the
contract. These conditions were often
imposgible ‘0of being carried out, as
sometimes a farmer in Western Can-

ada was required to give notice inside
of five days of a defect. The resuit
was that the judge was frequently re-
quired to _give judgment reluctantly
against the purchaser.

Endeavoring to Find Remedy.

The government believed that with
such a state of affairs a remedy must
exist, and this they endeavored to
find in the clause that was being intro-
duced. The government did not say
that the legislation was perfect, ' but
they wished that it be given a trial.

Hon. Mr. Cross was obliged to post-
pone the remainder of his remarks
on_the bill in order that the House
might adjourn, to allow the .memibers
to catch the afternoon train.. R. B.
Bennett, K.C., intimated that he de-
sired also to speak on the bill,

The session yesterday was- a‘® brief
one, a number of the bills already in-
troduced being advanced a stage and
set down for second reading on vari-
ous days of next week.

Mr. Boyle Asks Questions.

Before adjournment, J. R. Boyle
(Sturgeon) said that the Premier had
informed the Heuse that the balance
of the Alberta and Great Waterways
Railway documents would be placed
on the table yesterday. He would
like to inquire when they would be
ready,

The Premier said his observation
was that they would ail be brought
down as soon as possible. '

Mr. Boyle: ‘When - will they be
brought down—on Monday

The Premier: “As soon as they are
ready. I am not.going to set any
date.”

Mr. Boyle: “A week has already
passed; shall we have the letters and
telegrams as well?”’

Hon. Mr. Cross: “Anything that you
wish.”

THREE HOMESTEADERS
DRANK WOOD ALCOHOL

Father and Two Sons
Victims of Diabolical Liquid—
Father and Eldest Son Dead—
Second Reaches Castor and His
Life is Saved.

Near Castor

Stettler, Alta., Feb. 16—On Satur-
day last three homesteaders, father
and two sons, named Sleen, living six-
teen miles from Castor. bought some
wood alcohol from a Castor druggist
named ‘Souch. On reaching home they
each drank some of it, the eldest son
most, and he, going to 'bed, made no
sound, apparently dying at once. The
father awoke in great pain, but died
before the second sbtn could. get ‘a
doctor. The "second son arrived in
Castor in very ‘bad shape and his life
was despaired of, but he is now out
of danger. The Mounted police have
the matter in hand.

i

l

\ ; ! were indicted for conspiracy by the!
for -the purchase of the said site on be-. orand jury of Hudson County, sitting

|
1

BEEF TRUST INDICTED.

Charged . With Conspiring to Raise
Prices of Food Stuffs.

New York, Feb, 18.—The beef trust
directors, with the exception of one,

in Jersey City. The indictment is

]noi based upon any new anti-trust or

jupon any old one drawn to

correct

' the trust evil, butupon the old com-

!

l

mon law of conspiracy. This law has
been upheld by the highest court of
the state and is epitomized in the
expression that “it is a crime .to do
a lawful thing in an unlawful man-
ner, or to do an uniawful thing in a
lawful manner.”

The indictment is against every
director of the National Packing Com-
pany with the exception of Kenneth
K. McLaren. The punishment is
three years in state prison or $1,000
fine or both.

The reason for the failure to indict
McLaren, it was stated, was that he
was merely representative and was
not supposed to have had any part in
the fixing of the prices of food stuffs.
The indictment charges that the de-
fendants conspired to raise the price
of foodstuffs by putting them in cold
storage and releasing them from time
to time.

AUSTRALIANS GOOD SOLDIERS.

Lord Kitchener Says They Have the
Military Capacity.

Canadian Associated Press.

Sydney, N.S.W., Feb. 18—Lord
Kitchener’s report presented to the
Commonwealth government re-affirms
his high opinion of the military capa-
city of Australians and insists. on
longer compulsory training of men.
More education for officers is neces-
sary and he advises the establishment
of colleges along the lines at West
Point, first stafied by Imperial
officers and ultimately by Australians.
He also advises a return to the sys-
tem of inspector general instead of
board of nspection. Kitchener ap-
proves of the government’s decision
to manufacture locally arms and am-
munition.

POLICE QUELL DISTURBANCE
East Indians in Central Provinces
Fight With Bows and Arrows.

Allahabad; India, Feb. 18,—The
police today forced a passage of the
Indravati’ River in Bastar, a feuda-
tory state in the central provinces
against opposition of the aoporiginai
tribes: who Tecently revolted. The |
aborigines -armed with bows and -ar-
rows -burned the police posts anl
school houses, and looted the Bazaars
a short time ago, and a force of polica
were sent to quell the Disturbances,

Want Agreemont With Canada,

Washington, ¥eb. '18.—Secretary
Knox of the state department, indi-
cated to the British Ambassador .- at
this government was anxious to con-
clude as soon.as possible its negotia-
tions with Canada as to the maximum
and minimum tariff.

Steamer Sunk in Alaska.

Seattle, Feb. 17.—The steamer Yu-
catan has been sunk in Icy Straits,
Alaska, it was learned today. ‘“the

65 passengers were saved. J

THE AGREEMENT WITH
A.&G. W. RAILWAY Co.

Premier Rutherford Tables Returns
Asked for in the Legislature by J. R.
Boyle of
neers and Canadian Supplies Must be
Used on the Work.

e

At Wednesday afternoon’ssession of the

Legislative Assembly Premier Ruther-

ford tabled the full information of the

agreement between the Alberta & Great
Waterways Railway Co. and the Provin-
cial Government with reference to guar-
antee of bonds and also the plans and
specifications upon which the new line 1s
being constructed between Edmonton and
Fort McMurray.
week on a motion from J. R.
Sturgeon, who yesterday on a question
of privilege asserted that it had heen
handed out by the clerk of the executive
council before it was placed on the table
of the House.

The agreement between the railway
and the government calls up the former
to construct 350 miles according to the
specifications set out. The proceeds of
the bonds guaranteed by the government
were to be deposited into banks in the
name of the treasurer of the Province.
The money will be paid out to the com-
pany on the completion of every ten
miles on the certificate of the govern-
ment engineer.

Boyle,

Engineers Must Be Canadian.

The agreement specifies that all the
engineers employed on the work must be
residents in Canada on the date of the
contract being signed. The company
must not employ on the construction re-
sidents of any country that has an Alien
Labor Law, the effect of which is to ex-
clude Canadians from these countries.

The railway must carry gravel or stone’
for rural municipalities or large or small

local improvement district within ten
miles of the line at cost rates.

There is a clause.also which provides
that supplies and rolling stock shall as

much as possible be of Canadian manu-'

facture. The books of the company shall
be open to the inspection of the govern-
ment and the wages and hours of men

shall be similar to those employed on}

similar works in the same districts.
The* Specification for the Line.

The specifications under which the line
to Fort McMurray is being built are
largely modelled upon those under which
the, Crow’s Nest Pass railway was con-
structed. They call for rails 56 pounds
in weight per yard and for prairie soil
for ballast in connection with the laying
of the track. The complete specifications
are as follows:

This railway shall be constructed in an
equally substantial manner and of the
general character of that of the Crow’s
Nest Pass railway between Lethbridge
and Kootenay Lake the whole to be exe-
cuted to the entire satisfaction of the
chairman of the -executive council f
Alberta.

The railway shall be single track line
with a gauge of 4 ft. 8 in. with necessary
sidings.

The alignment gradients and curvature
shall be the best the physical features
of the country will admit of with a max-

imum grade not to exceed fifty-three feet}

to the mile and the minimum curvature
not to be of less radius than 955 feet or
6 degrees.

In all wooded sections the land must
be cleared to a width of not less than
50 feet on each side of the central line;
all brush and logs must be completely
burnt and none thrown on the adjacent
land.

All stumps must be close cut when em-
bankments are less than four feet and
more than two feet in height.

Must be Enclosed With Fences.
7—The railway must be enclosed ex-
cept where it passes through stretches
of forest lands with substantially built
legal fences of wire or wood; with the
necessary gates and crossings to accom-
modate the farmers.

8—Road crossings with cattle guards
shall be provided at all public highways,
crossing the railway at rail level where
fencing is necessary and railway cross-
ings with sign boards shall be provided
at all public highways crossing the rail-
way in a level with the‘rails.

9—The width of cuttings at forma-
tion level shall not be less than 20 feet
embankment not less than 14 feet when
settled in place. The slopes of cuttings
and embankments shall not be less than
11-2 fet horizontal to one foot vertical
in earth and the foot horizontal to four
feet vertical in rock cuttings except ‘n
cases where the character of the mater-
ial warrants a sharper slope.

10—Efficient drainage must be provided
by open ditches” and under drains.

Bridges, Culverts, Etc.

11—Ail bridges, culverts and other
structures must be of ample size and
strength for the purpose intended. Piers
and abutments of truss bridges over nav-
igable streams must be of massive mas-
onry or concrete and of other truss
bridge of well driven tamarac, white or
Norway pine, Douglas fir, or cedar piles
or of cribwork of tamarac, white or
Norway pine, Douglas fir or cedar tim-
ber resting on a solid natural foundation
or a foundation of well driven piles as
described ‘above, filled with stone.

12—Culverts under embankments over
twelve feet in height must be well built
strong second class masonry, concrete,
iron pipés or double strength vetrified
clay culvert pipes made of durable and
suitable materials, thoroughly perman-
ent in character and equal in every es-
sential particular to the best description
of like work employed in similar rail-
way work in the Dominion.

The Larger Culverts.

13—Open or beam culyerts in embank-
ments of about 12 feet in height and un-
der shall be of strong

sonry, concrete, or of walls of cedar (im~i
ber not less than 10 inche square or of |

well driven pilés of cedar, white pine,
tamarac of Norway pine not less than
fourteen inches at the butt with string-
ers of sound pine, white oak, Douglas fir
or tamarac, not less than 12x14 inches.
The span shall not exceed fourteen feet
in the clear.

14—Box culverts under embankments

less than 12 feet in height shall be of
strong second-class masonry or cedar
timber not less than 10.in: by 10 in., con-
crete or double strength vitrified clay cul-
vert pipes.

Sturgeon—Canadian Engi-

This was asked for last| as

second-class ma-!

15—The rails shall be of steel,
ing not less than 56 pounds per
yard of approved section and with the
most approved fish plates.

16—The railway shall be well’ ballasted
with either prairie loam or other suit-
able material for depth of not less than
ten inches under the sleepers and pro
perly trimmed and boxed wup

17 The sleepers shall be eight feet lon:
and 6 inches thick and if ‘hewn on tw«
sides they shall have a face of not less
than six inches; if separated the face
shall not be less than eight inches.

Sidings Every Nine Miles.

such length and number as may be
nine miles apart or such other distanc:
or distances as the minister may in wri
ing approve with additional’ sidings

18—Through sidings not less than 1800
feet in length between witches shall be
provided at suitable places and as nearls

practicable at average distances of
cessary for the traffic- similar _to the
Crow’s Nest Pass railway.

19—Station houses and water tanks ¢f
the general character of those built on
the Crow’s Nest Pass railway shall
provided at as nearly <cighteen miles
apart as practicable or such distance or
distances as the said chairman’ of the
executive council may in writing ap-
prove.

Engine Houses, Workshops, Etc.

20—Engine houses, work shops, coal
sheds, etc., shall be provided at division
and terminal stations, all to be sufficient
to meet the requirements of the traffic of
which the said chairman of the executive
council shall be the sole-judge.

21—Sufficient rolling stock necessary ‘o
accommodate and conduct promptly and
efficiently the traffic and business of the
{ line shall be provided by the company of
i which the said chairman of the executive
{ ocuncil shall be the judge.

22—Trestle and pile bridges shall be
constructed according to the Crow’s Nest
Pass Railway standard plans of white
or Norway pine, tamarac, Douglas fir
and white oak.

23—Upon the application of the com-
pany the chairman of the executive coun-
[(‘il may make such modifications in the
! foregoing specifications as- he may deem
advisable.

CANADA’S TRADE SHOWS
_GRATIFYING INCREASE

January Returns Are 30 Per Cent. Bet-
ter Than Corresponding Month Last
Year. Both Imports and Exports as
Well as Customs Receipts Show
Large Increases.

1

Ottawa, Feb. 17—Canada’s trade for
January totalled $51,500,102, an increase
of $12,322.627 or nearly 30 per cent. over
the corresponding month of last year,
! and constituting a record for the month.
| For the first ten months of the present
fiscal year the total trade has been $563,-
986,780, an increase of $95,610.931, or
i about 20 per cent. >
; The imports last month totalled $30;-
| 253,852, an increase of = $7,140,225 over
January, 1909. The exports of domestic
products totalled $20,258,406, an increase
of $4,871,084. For the ten months im-
ports have totalled $302,050,207, an in-
crease_of $60,978,445. Exports of doines-
tic products for the ten months totalled
| $241,375,219, an increase of $31,404,7(8.
Of this increase about $16,000,000 was in
exports of agricultural products ana
seven and a half millions in éxports f
the forest.

Exports of manufacturer show an in-
crease of nearly two millions, the cus-
toms revenue for the month was $4,606,-
402, an increase of $944,087. For the ten
months the customs revenue has been
$48,692,459, an increase of $10,361,341 or
a little over a million a month.

LLOYDMINSTER FARMERS MEET.

To Send Exhibits to Inter-Provincial
Exhibitions at Calgary and Regina.

Lloydminster, Feb. ]G_—Llnydmix}-
ster Agricultural Society held their
monthly directors’ meeting on Satur-
day. After some business relating
to financial matters had been discuss-
ed, the matter of a president for the
society, to take the place of H. R.
Miles, who has resigned, was taken
up. 8. Rackham, the first vice-pre-
‘sident. was unanimously elected pre-
| sident, and H. C. Lisle, M.L.A., was
| elected first vice-president. H. Hux-
iley, secretary, announced that In
response to invitations from Calgary
and Regina, the society intend send-
ing exhibits to the mtcr-provmc;al
exhibitions, to be held at those cities
this year. After some ful:ther : di
cussion relative to marketing hogs,
the meeting closed.

Bishop Newnham of Prince Albert.
visited the town Sunday and held 2
confirmation service at St. John's
! Church in the evening. Thirteen were
confirmed and admitted members of
{ the church, .

B. Salter met with a painful accl-
dent while. riding. . His horse slip-
ped on the icy road and fell on him,
breaking the leg badly between the
ankle and knee. He is under - Dr.
Amos’s care at the General Hospital.

Condemns Liquor Advertisements.

Toronto, Feb. 18.—The repott of the
;‘m\\' enforcement committee, read at
the closing session of the convention
of the Ontario Allignce, was a sharp
lattack on alleged corruption in the
! enforcement of the liquor act. A. O.
{ Hogg, of Oakwood, formerly chairman
!of the license commissioners in A
toria County, stated that politic
too frequently interfered with the ad
ministration of the law. An attack
{on liquor advertisements in the news-
jpapers was made. A resolution was
{ passed condemning such advertise-
ments.

SCHOOLS FOR ORIENTALS.

{ Nanaimo City Member Brings in
| Amendment to School Act.”

Victoria, February 18.—Hawthorn-
; thwaite, leader of the opposition  1m
| the British Columbia Legislature, tc-
day ‘offered an amendment to the
School Aet while that measure was 1n
committee, whereby the government
f\\‘ﬂuid be compelled to establish sep-
arate schools for the education of the
children of Orientals.

—
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