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for peace in time of war cannot be questioned, 
and this possibility should be seriously consider­
ed. The multitude of idle men that will be re­
leased in Britain will make emigration on a large 
scale, it is said, an absolute necessity. Will this 
be a neglected opportunity? So far no authori­
tative voice in Canada has proposed a plan giving 
hope of any better ability in meeting the problem 
here. Canadian representatives are quite as 
helpless and quite as bewildered at the prospect 
of a great concourse of discharged Canadian 
soldiers as are the British statesmen.

The British government was moving toward 
effective relief from the burden of artificial over­
crowding when interrupted by the war. Vast 
idle a<eas will not solve the p>oblem in Canada 
or elsewhere so long as profit is possible through 
securing or cornering them in advance of use. 
Artificial overcrowding and artificial over-popu­
lation have appeared in Canada, for the mistakes 
of older countries bring the conditions of older 
countries. Perhaps Britain will lead us in the 
opening of ideal areas to productive industry. At 
present her statesmen are less timid in that re­
gard than ours.
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WHO SANTA CLAUS WUZ 
James Whitcomb Riley

Jes’ a little bit o' feller—I remember 
still—

Ust to almost cry fer Christmas like 
a youngster will.

Fourth o’ July's nothing to It!_New
Year’s ain’t a smell!

A CHRISTMAS PARTY
FOR THE CHILDRENTHE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT IN 

THE HEART There Is something In the very air 
at Christmas time, the festivity, the
loyousnees that quite spontaneously Easter Sunday—Circus day—jes’ ati
calls forth the desire, nay, the actual | dead in the shell!
necessity for giving a party for the Law*7. though! at night, you know, to
hildren. And before the busy moth- Th ,®5t,V.ound “ JearThe old folks work the story off about 

the sledge an’ deer,
An’ “Santy" skootin’ round the root 

ell wrapt In fur and fuzz—

BE OF GOOD CHEER I
VICTORY FOLLOWS THE FLAG

GERMANY THREATENS CANADA
Germany announces in all seriousness that it 

will levy tribute from Canaoa if the Entente 
Allies lose. The lesson from this threat is that 
we cannot afford to allow the Germans to win. 
There are some of us who can nght; there a/e 
others of us who cannot. But all of us can help 
to overcome the Huns by aiding the various 
patriotic funds; by assisting the returned sold­
iers; By working hard; by using our energies 
wisely and by keeping a stiff upper lip. We must 
be prepared to do our bit if we are to defeat the 
Germans. This is not a war in which we can 
let the other fellow do the work. We must do 
pur share or we shall fail miserably, and dread­
ful will be our puishment.

THE SAVIORS OF BRITAIN
Had the pacificists of the past worked their 

will .with Britain, the imperial navy would have 
been a tin-pot affair and the Germans would 
have ravaged the shores of England two weiks 
after war was declared. But Britain's navy was 
even more staunch than her enemies dreamed, 
and so millions of men have crossed the English 
‘channel to France and back again without the 
sinking of a transport, and the Huns’ ships have 
been driven from the seas. Our only losses have 
been hospital ships and unarmed merchant ves­
sels, and there is only one nation on the earth, 
outside of the Turks, who would sink these, 
namely, the Huns. The British navy is not much 
advertised just now. For all the press notices 
that it gets we might just as well be without a 
navy. But is a gladsome fact that the navy is 
not being operated for the sake of the press 
notices that it may get. ît is assigned to the^ 
sternest duties of war, and in the parlous times 
duties are not published broadcast. The mo­
ment for their advertising will come after the 
war. All we know now is thatethe British navy 
sways the seas and that the German warships 
are effectually bottled.

When we reflect on this circumstance, how 
grateful we should be to the grim old wardogs 
who would not let Britain fall behind Germany 
in navy addition, and who insisted on a four- 
power strength for our motherland. What wis­
dom was theirs 1 What foresight! They have 
truly been the saviors of their country.

“Merry Christmas!” That is the burden of the song that will be spng by 
the Christian world for the next twenty-iour hours. /

“Hosannah to the Highest and peace on earth and good will to men” Is 
the chorus that will be sung from early dawn until the last flicker of the day 
on Christmas. People will again turn to the wondrous story of the 
Bethlehem hills and the manger cradle. Sermon and song will retell the 
wondrous story and men and women and little children will gather up the re­
train of the song first sung on that Christmas morning so long ago and pass 
the music on to the oncoming generations.

The great Christmas song sung by the angel hosts on that Christmas 
more than two thousand years ago has never lost its continuity. Through^ 

all' the ages it has been sung somewhere and each generation has taken It up 
and repeated It until it has become the heritage of the whole Christian world.

-And the story of the Christ Child Is a most wondrous one. It is incom 
parable. There Is nothing like it nor will there ever be anything like U in the 
whole of history. It stands alone—the supreme story of human history, unless 
one excepts the story of the resurrection, which in itself is marvellous.

The Prince of Peace came not to destroy the world, but to reconcile the 
warring factions and to weld men together in a lasting brotherhood. To make 
men and women kinder to each other, to make them more helpful to each 
other and to make them more considerate in every relationship of life.

And the gospel tie taught has been gaining strength and effectiveness 
through the generations. But there never has been a period in the world's 
history when so much of the world was at war and where the common fellow 
ship of mankind was so thoroughly unrecognized. We are wont, because 
pessimists tell us so, to believe that this is a wicked age—one of the world’s 
most notorious. The facts are that it is in reality one of the world’s most 
moral and self-respecting ages—if not its most.

The world constàntly grows better. There is evidence of it on every 
side. Today the world shuns sin and deprecates misbehavior as it has never 
before done in any age. Today there is more care for the sick and the needy 
and distressed and the discouraged than there hy ever been. More money is 
spent in helping alleviate the hurts of the world than was ever spent before, 
Today more temples and churches are being built and maintained than ever 
before In the whole of human history. And mdst of the edifices are veritable 
treasure houses insofar as the money lavished on their construction and fur­
nishing is concerned. And from' the churches there radiates the very spirit 
of good will and peace to all men.

And so each Christmas the world should be better prepared to spread the 
spirit of peace on earth and good will to men in its broadest and most effec­
tive sense. This makes Christmas cheer something more than mere senti- 
ment to be lost a tew hours after the celebration is over. It makes the hos­
annah the one great and dominant song of the Christian world.

er has fairly caught her breath after 
he arduous task of trimming the tree,
-he finds herself absorbed In the plan- _____
nlng of the i)8rty, for upon her falls , n® c]a^*rjjuknowe<1 Wh°—'Sluit*' 
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CHINA
And so the youngest of the world’s republics 

is no longer one; China has gone back to the 
monarchial system after a brief and stormy ex­
istence as a free state. It would perhaps be 
more accurate to say that Yuan Shi Kai has at 
least felt powerful enough to seize the throne 
and declare a monarchy.

The maintenance of a republican government 
in China promised from the outset to be difficult. 
Self-government has been no part of Chinese life 
in all the years of her existence and the over­
throw of one dynasty has led bdt to the setting 
up of another. Nevertheless, the world had 
hoped that the new republic might finally estab­
lish itself on a lasting and permanent founda­
tion. Monarchial or republican, China’s actual 
condition under Yuan Shi Kai might be much the 
same ; but under republican government China 
had at least the form if not the substance of 
freedom and there were hopes that she might 
achieve a more material accomplishment of the 
reforms sought.

IMMIGRATION TO CANADA
Immigration to Canada on a large scale is 

among the predicted developments to follow the 
concluding of peace. The wisdom of preparing

HONORING THE HEROES
It is only fair that returned soldiers be given 

the preference in civil service jobs over young, 
unmarried men who have not offered their serv­
ices to their country. It is well understood that 
the soldiers who have gone from Canada have 
done so without hope of pecuniary reward and 
that they have been actuated by motives of the 
highest loyalty. Many of these brave men have 
been killed or have died from wounds or disease. 
Many others have been incapacitated from fur­
ther active service and have been invalided home. 
Do these heroes deserve only a “Hello, glad to 
see you home again,” from us? Surety, surety, 
that is not to be their recompense. Let us give 
them government posts so far as conditions will 
permit. Let us give them the other posts that 
lie within our gift. Let us make them welcome 
with the heart and with the purse as well as 
with the voice. Were it not for these soldiers 
and millions of other British fighters like them, 
we would not today be following our ordinary 
puruits, but would be fighting as desperately as 
Belgium and Servia are fighting.

If we cannot go to the front, we should do 
what we can at home to help the empire’s cause, 
and one of the best ways of helping is to give the 
returned soldiers the treatment they merit.

“SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE"
He heard the call, “Your King ajjd Country 

Need You,” and now he is somewhere in 
France.

And the wife felt he ought to go. She and 
the little one would manage all right while 
he was away. Yes, they would get along 
nicety, for the hearts of the people were 
touched, and they had promised to give liber­
ally to the Patriotic Fund, so that the women 
and the children of the men who went would 
be provided for.

He went because he was fit and because he 
felt it to be his duty ; and he left to those who 
could not go a sacred charge.

And the war continued, and the months 
passed. A year went by; others were called, 
leaving their dear one, too—a sacred charge. 
AND THE DEMANDS OF THE PATRIOTIC 
FUND GREW. .

The men are still “Somewhere in France,” 
fighting your battle and mine. What of the 
charge they left us? Are we going to help? 
What are you doing about it? Have YOU 
subscribed as freely as you can to the Patri­
otic Fund? If not you surety will feel badly 
about it afterwards. It may be the very last 
opportunity you will have to do so. Don’t 
pass it up.

in the
P*P gap’, an’ wonder where it wuz the 

money went,
An’ quar’l with his frosted heels, in’ 

spill his liniment;

beveled, but glowing with excitement 
and bursting with good cheer.

It is well to start tiff with a jolly
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impersonate a farmer who has lost a |
^hr^,Th.Varmer Mks romeone ,n Size the fire-place up, an’ Agger ho, 
thTh! on! .rfJI yOU S!f” m/ Sheep?” i "Ole Santy’’ could 
utr 0D€ who Is Que«tl0Ded answers, Manage to come down the -himki "Yes.” and immediately faces about ! like theyTaid bl would- 7'
standing with bis back to the others. .Wisht 'at I could hide an’ hi The second child describe, the dro«. ! vvlaot at l could “tde an see hint-The second child describes the dress ' 

one of the other children. "Your 
sheep had a blue dress and a white
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TOPICS OF THE DAY
principal condition seems to be the 
reciprocal evacuation of occupied ter­
ritories, but as German troops occupy 
a much larger extent of ground France 
would have to pay a compensating 

PEACE indemnity of at least $600,000,000.
Why have the comments of G<?r- Belgium also would be evacuated On 

many’s press become so frank on the payment of a similar indemnity guar- 
sufferings of the people, from loss of anleed, France and England
men, from hunger, from the price of | England would restore all German 
all necessities* They cannot speak colonies already seized, and there without6 permission.“e5It may be that I would he a dividing up of the Belgian 
the Government Is preparing them for and Portuguese colonies, a joint in-

tints, wav i
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caught before he gets back to his Here’s my pack—jes’ he’n To.ir.„i* place, he must be the next farmer. A , like al? good boys doe*7”
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I’m half sorry fer this little girt.

peace terms that are not those ot a 
victor; that are at the best those ot a 
drawn battle. Germany hasn’t a 
chance if the people of France, Rus­
sia and England keep their nerve, and 
apparently they will. It is a terrible 
way to win a war, grinding down the 
resources, destroying the most effec­
tive manhood of a great nation, but it 
Is being done. France, helped by Eng­
land and by Russian diversion, saved 
Paris. Then Russia saved her own 
armies. England swept the surface 
of the seas, then solved the submarine 
menace, and then undertook subma­
rine business on her own account and 
dosed the North Sea. For Germany 
to get from Constantinople to Egypt 
and India is a dream. She is beaten, 
if the allied peoples will it. Probably 
she cannot stand for a year the strain 
now being frankly revealed. It is even 
possible she may not stand it through 
the winter. But what a price! About 
half the fighting men of Germany are 
supposed to be dead or crippled. The 
Allies are losing about as many, but 
swapping even for them means vic­
tory. How many will be dead In a 
year? Of course It Is worth it, In a

demnlty being paid to Portugal.
Serbia would retain her indepen­

dence, but give up Macedonia and en­
ter a-fiscal union with Austria. - 

Besides this Bulgaria would hold 
the Enos-Midia line and take back the 
territory ceded to' Roumanla, which 
would be indemnified in Bessarabia.

Russia would lose the whole of Po­
land, pay $400,000,000 to get back the 
possession -of already occupied Rus 
sian territory, and would further have 
to compensate Turkey in Russia Ar­
menia. ,

Finally Greece would keep the is­
lands and receive a slice of Albania, 
but give Austria the right of passage 
through Saloniki.

All belligerent countries would ac­
cept a commercial arrangement favor­
able to the Zollverein (customs union) 
into which Austria-Hungary would 
enter.

The article concludes: “It will be 
noticed that in this project very little 
is demanded from England, at any rate 
in appearance. It is hoped thereby to 
seduce British egotism while retaining 
the means to strangle British commer­
cial power later on by a cleverly con-

with white tissue papèr. 
in turn stands a certain -distance from ,tie wreath aid Me, to toe. the now- ' Lo„. atore^Sbe k»ow, wha-'-s.,»

ïssumM snsfiftrsaje » e
role Europe. But Germany has suf­
fered so much that if peace were made 
today on the status quo ante the peo­
ple of Germany would soon hand a 
blow on the solar plexus to the re­
gime that made them pay such a price 
for nothing.

best bargain they can hope for at the 
moment. If we accepted that Ger­
many would rely on soon recuperat­
ing what she had lost and then would 
exploit the world freely.’’

POSTAL CURIOSITIES
Stamps bearing Queen Victoria’s ef­

figy ceased to be valid after the last 
day of June in the present year. Pre­
vious to the introduction ot stamps 
letters had to be taken to one of the 
branch offices, which were limited in 
numbers even in large cities; and if 
the sender prepaid the postage a red 
mark was affixed and it went forward. 
If the sender did not pay in advance, 
the postage was payable on delivery, 
which was very customary, and was 
frequently considered the safest way 
of insuring that the missive would 
reach its destination.

When the new stamp was introduc­
ed in 1840 it was invariably called the 
“Queen’s head,” and ol<) people used 
this term for many a long day after­
wards. When first Issued to the pub­
lic the sheets on which the stamps 
were printed were not perforated, 
and each had to be separately cut, a 
process both slow and troublesome; 
and it was some years before perfor­
ation waç adopted.

THE PEACE GERMANY
IS NOW AFTER

1. France to pay $600,000,000.
2. Belgium to pay $600,000,000.
3. Russia to pay $400,000,000, and to 

lose Poland. -
4. Serbia to give up Macedonia.
6. England to restore Germany’s 

colonies.
6. Belgian and Portuguese colonies 

to be divided.
7. Trade "Entente" among belliger­

ents.

The Journal des Debate of Paris, 
publishes a long article from Me 
Zurich correspondent which goes fully 
Into the question of the systematically 
organized peace propaganda which the 
Germans have initiated in neutral 
countries.

The points in the article which deal 
with the conditions which the Austro- 
Germans would presumably be willing 
to accept are summarized and discuss- 
ed as follows:

As far as France is concerned the

AFTER THE STRUGGLE—WHAT? 
By Frank C. Steele 

When the war is o’er, and Tommy 
Returns with glory wrote 

On his weather-beaten features, 
And his stained and faded coat; 

Will we hail him as a hero?
Tell how gallantly he fought? 

Consider, please, one moment— 
Aftêr the struggle—what?

Perhaps we’ll have a banquet,
And speeches, songs and cheers; 

Perhaps we’ll grasp his brawny 
hand.

And share his good wife’s tears; 
But when the glamor’s over,

And Tommy calls tor aid;
Will we throw 1iim out the life-line, 

Thé help for which he prayed?
It he wears his ragged khaki,

And hobbles on a crutch.
Will we meet him as a brother,

And welcome him as such?
Or should he ask for pennies;

Will we pass him proudly by, 
With eyes too hard for pity,

With ears that quench his cry?
Or, if he’s lost his sturdy arm x 

In" freedom’s holy cause,
Will we put him on the payroll,

Or scratch our heads and pause,
Then say: “My man, I’m very sorry.

I really pity you;
But we have no place for cripples, 

And—well—your story isn’t new.” 
And will we turn and grimly smile 

And gloat o’er fortune sweet; 
While he, forlorn and hopeless, turns 

Into the cold, cold street.
When the struggle’s o’er, will we 

deck him
With- bars and medals bright? 

Will we write his name on the Honor 
Roll,

And sing of his gallant fight? 
Fool world! What use are medals 

To victims of hellish lead;
Fine words and martial music 

Make mighty sodden bread.
When the war is o’er—and Tommy 

Returns to a bitter lot;
As Christians, answer this question:

After the struggle—What? 
Raymond, Alta.

balls through the center. The one wno 
is most successful in a given number 
ot trials, wins the prize. Or to add 
to the excitement, the children can be 
divided into two sides which will com­
pete, one against the other.

Another game which is good fun. is 
to suspend a tissue paper bag, filled 
with Christmas candies from the ceil­
ing, and blindfolding each child, give 
him three chances to hit the bag with 
a small woodeir stick. When the bag 
is burst, a general scramble for the 
goodies will ensue, while the company 
will have been vastly amused at the 
unsuccessful attempts ot some of their 
friends.
Perhaps now would be a good time to 

Introduce a quiet game, so a basket 
Is brought Into the room, filled with 
Christmas greens of all kinds—holly, 
mistletoe, ivy, cedar, balsam, fir, 
spruce, hemlock and pine, all of which 
are easily procured at this season., and 
even some nuts can be Included. On 
each twig Is fastened a slip of paper 
with a number, and the children hav­
ing been supplied with a slip of paper 
and pencil, must identify each sprig, 
writing Its name opposite its corre­
sponding number.

Another good game. Is to put differ 
ent kinds of nuts In a bag, and let 
each child put his hands in the bag 
and try to guess how many varieties 
there are, by simply feeling them, or 
he can write down their names on a 
slip of paper. It would not be too 
much trouble to provide a small bag­
ful for each child, and tljen if a few 
candies were added, they'would have 
a pretty little souvenir to take home.

• • •
Meanwhile the holly wreath has 

been taken down and is now brought 
in with a number of lighted Christmas 
candies fastened on it. A child is 
blindfolded and turned about three 
times, and then he must try to blow 
out the candles on the wreath. It is 
a comical sight to see him puffing and 
blowing lustily when perhaps his back 
is turned toward the wreath, or he 
has wandered quite to the other side 
of the room.

A lively march is played on the 
piano and the boys and girls prance 
into the dining room, where the table 
is decorated in the colors of the sea­
son. In the center of the table a most 
attractive little snow scene is arrang­
ed. Miniature hills and valleys are 
formed ot cotton wadding, sprinkled 
green trees are dotted about among 
the red-roofed houses, while in the 
center is placed jolly old Santa Claus 
himself, seated in his sleigh and driv­
ing his reindeer. At each place stands 
a tiny artificial Christmas tree with a 
bit of tinsel festooned on it, and some 
lighted candles flaming brightly. The 
children can immediately try to blow 
out all their candles in on puff. And 
now having provided against any pos­
sible accident they can settle down to 
the serious business of enjoying the 
refreshments.

Claus” is!
—James Whitcomb Riley.

WIT and HUMOR

MAIDEN MEDITATIONS
A farce is funny when you look at 

it, but it is generally pretty sad when 
you are living It.

If you live in dreams, be prepared 
for them to come true.

Cynicism is like a cold plunge in the 
morning. ’You shiver at it, but it sets 
your blood a-tingllng.

In dealing with a woman, ask and it 
shall be denied, you; take, and it can’t 
be denied; you’ve got it.

Blessed is the man who doesn’t 
prove to us by speaking that he has 
‘nothing to say.’’

If you can’t forgive, you are laying 
up a lot ot material about which you 
do an unforgivable amount of worry­
ing.

If you are always looking for the 
good fortune of finding something 
very valuable, hunt up a goal—an ob­
ject In life—that Is the best fortune 
ban can be found.

One Result of the War
“Waiter! Vienna steakf please!"

Ush, sir, we calls ’em Petrograd 
patties now, sir!"

• « •
His Preference

“Whisky, my friend, has killed 
more men than bullets."

“That may be, sir; but, bejabers,, I’d 
rather be full of whisky than bullets.”

* » *

Defined
William—“Pop, what’s a paradox?"
Father—“A paradox, my son, is a 

woman who wears silk stockings and 
tries to keep it a secret."—Puck.

• • •
The Latest Style

“He owns a coach dog.”
“How old-fashioned. We have a 

French poodle that rides in the auto­
mobile with us.”

• • •
Unseasonable

"It's a beautiful day.”
“Yes,” replied O. Ü. Grouitsch, the 

noted pessimist, "but unseasonable for 
this time of the year."

• • •
A Misplaced Husband

"I never see her with her husband. 
Has she lost him?”

“I don’t know. Some people seem 
to think she has merely misplaced 
him.”

• • •
A Perilous Experiment

Rural Constable—“Now, then, come 
out o’ that. Bathing’s not allowed 
’ere after eight a.m.!’’

The Face in the Water — “Excuse 
me, sergeant, I’m not bathing; I'm 
only drowning."

• • •
An Efficiency Expert

"Marion has become an efficiency 
expert. She goes about telling women 
how to live within their incomes.”

Gladys—“Nothing doing here! I’m 
looking for someone to teach me how 
to live beyond mine."—Life.

#• • •

The Causes
“What do you suppose causes the 

rise in breadstuffs?"
"Sometimes it is strikes, sometimes 

the failure of the wheat crop, some­
times speculation, and often it is just 
plain yeast."

• • •
A Good Guesser

Shronk stopped his motor at a deso­
late crossroads and yelled to a farmer 
who lay on a cart of fertilizer: "Hey, 
Cornsilk, is this the way to Croydon?"

The farmer raised himself from the 
fertilizer in astonishment. “By heck, 
stranger, how did you know my name 
was Cornsilk?” he asked.

“I guessed it,” said the motorist.
“Then, by heck,” said the farmers 

as he drove off, “guess your way to 
Croydon.”

• • •
A Simple Explanation

Banks—“I had a new (ypenence 
yesterday, one you might cal! unac­
countable. I ate a hearty dinner, 
finishing up with a Welsh rabbit, a 
mince pie and some lobster a la New­
burgh. Then I went to a place of 
amusement. I had hardly entered the 
building before everything swam be­
fore me.”

Binks—“The Welsh rabbit did it.”
Bunks—“No; it was the lobster.”
Bonks—“I think It was the mince 

pie.”
Banks—“No; I have a simpler ex­

planation than that. I never felt bet-
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Pop?’’
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paper man—with the equ 
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across the room and toj 
Indicated, sliding dowj 
small of his back, leisuf 
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old hand at the game 
one who had reached 
where, without being 
of it, he posed as a cji 
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lent old Ransom—hal 
the Municipal Lodging 
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been breaking over ad 
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mas dope from you. 
across with an ’und 
as the city editor cal 
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out?
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