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shall have separated ?"

| Royce readily acceded to this, feel-
ing that he could scarcely be in safer
hands. “‘But what do you mean by
Am I to gather,  Sir

fmow very little into bod- | Bruce, that I am for a while to work

p they know nothing at
Royce had taken his studies
He was resolved to
there was to be known of
mically e had done well
6 had acquired the right of
the last letter of his sur-
of other letters, al
which M.R.C.S., L.R.C.
only the first flight. At the
where he invariably worked
te of a more than moder-
feiey in the art of football,
and well spoken of ; it
‘nt he would get on. ‘I
Royee,~“H-F-am to-live
gsion, for I've nothing
upon, barring the —enor-
of one thousand pounds

my aunt.’’
he stood at the threshold
plession, unceértain which
; whether to gain a lit-
by seeking employment
| to some overworked gen-
r, or look out for odd
“tenens for sick or hol-
i medicos, or spend his
ie purchase of a practice
p prove  to be worthless
. Royce had' alréaty
door, ready to step out
world, for six months,
g -to feel that matters
and he ought to he

 day a man called at his

mysterious stranger who
that if he liked and was
subscribe to certain con-
dortune as well as his rep-
fhe profession were made,

¥ery good,’’ laughed Royce
one hears that sort of
4 total stranger, who can-
‘desire to make another
wne out. of pure benevo-

: L
. Suspects him,’’ inter-
# stranger. “I do not blame
tell you, however, that |
merely ‘as a confidential
principal is one whom you
one else—know well, #nd
t§ are above suspicion.
hed gentleman has not-
e as one whom he would
benefit in a certain way
secret. If you care to
0S¢ name I am now speak-
il be pleased to inform you
Your word of honor that
under any cireumstan-

ver divulge it

1 don't e what harm could
that much, any-
lnughed Royce
W8 your formal word that
80w tell you shall

2 give it | undertake to
-h'ﬂge a secret from all
Mpposing that your com-
10 to have been made
that you have spoken

"

®n, then ; his name is
ton.”

g0 no

in connection with yourself ?
would indeed be—'’

“‘Not exactly that'’ ., the old man
smiled, ‘“‘but I should require your
presence here for two days, for spec-
ial instruction ; after that you should
go forth equipped into the great
world, and you shall march to cer-
tain success.”’

The great doctor spoke so quietly,
and with such obvious conviction,
that Royce became :in a moment en-
thusiastically anxious to go iarther
in this mysterious matter.

‘T agree to everything,”’ he said,
“and-F-am-ready to take your word
as to the safety of the thing as a
financial investment. I am in your
hands, Sir Bruce.”’

‘‘Then ligten, and you shall know
first the fundamental principle upon
which is based my action in now tak-
ing you up, and before you many
other smart , young fellows, all of
whom I have satisfactorily started in
life. My aim is the loftiest imagin-
able ; it is the cause of science I
have given up praeticing, as you may
be aware, in order to devote myself
to scientific investigations, which 1
arry on ' both personally and also
through . the medium of others of
vhom I get to hear as possessing the
necessary 'disposition—such as
self. I have in thi§ cabinet
small bottles ; the contents of each is
of inestimable valueé, and the result
of . years - of patient labor and re-
search. After careful personal in-
struction and experiment, I entrust
to each of my disciples one of these
Can you make a guess as to their
confents—here is one, look at it. For
the love of heaven do not let it drop:
so—carefully—what is it, now ?”’

The bottle contained liquid, in
which floated a cloudy yellowish sub-
stance, as to which Royce declined to
hazard an opinien without careful in
spection and analyzation.

‘‘These are the microbes of a
terrible disease,” said Sir Bruce
‘‘there are sufficient here to infect
and, destroy the entire population of
London.”

““Good Lord!” answered
almost dropping the
amazement.
explanation.

‘‘Now, in the first place, I shall ask
you to do me the favor to be my
guest at this house for one week from
—let me see, this is the 14th—from
the 24th. It is part of the scheme.”’

“I shall be very happy,” said
Royce, somewhat nervously, ‘‘so long
as it is not your intention to experi-
ment upon me."

“Far,/from it,” Sir Bruce laughed ;
‘“fiat ekperimentum in corpore vilo !
It is my own vile body that is to be
made/ the victim. ‘This microbe devel-
ops on the tenth day ; that ie why I
have fixed upon the 24th.
tach an

That

your-

very

Royce
phial in his
Sir“Bruce continued his

I now de-
infinitesimal particle from
the mass, and-no, no, you need not
be/ alarmed ; : assure you that I
know very well® indeed what I am
about !—I swallow a minute portion
N water—there, it is done; in ten

b Siolently —Sir-Bryce +-days-you shall have a ratient, but,

P 'greatest names in the
OF¥.i perhaps the most
Mg writer upon
Opment, etc
b ! said Royce
buld  Sir Bruce
e 7'
# explain that and
o0 tare to call

bacteria

‘ '“h‘v
interest

other
and see

te result of this con-
Wat Royce did call
Mt man in Harley street :
Abpointment, at an early
Worning, and was receiv-
You three questions,”’
s Springing, after the
of the great scien-
into  the middle of
t is—are you prepart
Ore 'we proceed farther
We come to terms or
) ilAnny case the subject
tion shall for ever re-
Dlute secret in so far
hed.  Yes or no 9
'Y..‘" said Royce., ¢
10n it "
You prepared to pay

as

Tong before that time you 'shall have
become well aware how to attack and
overpower the disease as soan as it
shall have declared itself. I
scarcely be ill for a single day

“Good heavens !’ exclaimed Royce;
‘‘then your system is to—"

“To teach each pupil how to be a

and afterwards to supply him
the wherewithal to make name and
fortune by insuring a constant de
mand for his services. This is a spec-
ies  of typhoidal microbe. 1 :hall
soon teach you how to exterminate it
from the system attacked.’ Tt was
at this point that Royce began to
suspect the sanity of the great man

proceeding ; this is simply murder—'

“Oh, dear, no ! Oh, dear, no, by
no means ! Murder, indeed ; as if 1—
you are
lives, young sir, not the taker :
shall never have a fatal case
patient

each

shall be cured, I guarantee

that this may, nay, must be so ; the
system is infallible—'' -

1t is in my power to

ht h‘undred Or even nine
il I consider the esx-
»

Sonsider it 50, it is a

S8 Per cent. per annum,
8F more. Thirdly — in

: hate results may be
ble, Wwill you under-

; *y L of forni, to remain
Y- advice in ‘the work

‘‘But- what if, alter I have poisoned
| the water, or milk, er what not, with

| these microbes, the first or any vie-|ywhioh | suggest, 1 am cofitent o
|t shou‘ SWmMoOR Some other med- : - -

ico

“In that ocase the patient s no
worse ‘off than he would be iy the or-
dinary “course if he should have con-
tracted this malady ; it will yield to
the usual —tfeftment, though iny
treatment—ours, let us call it — is
both ?um and quicker. ' Tt is better,

several |
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héwever, to commence operations
where.-there is little likelihood of in-
terference from a rival practitioner. I
have lists of rising placés unprovided
with medical men, mostly' in the col-
onies, - but there are still some in
England. " It is an easy matter to
keep-—your disease well in hand. - Just
as easy as it is to allow it to be-
come epidemic.”

““Buf surely there must be frequent
mistakes made by your pupils, and
the disease allowed to go out of hand
or to claim victims whose cases are
not heard of until too late.”

“I choose my men. 1 admit my
fellows have, oecasionally, - as you
say, made mistakes ; but very rarely
There was young Burmeister, who
settled at Maidstone, and made a ter-
rible mess with a phial of this very
bacteria ; feH %11, silly fellow, be-
tween the inoculation and the devel-
opment of the disease, and was him-
self in hospital with peritonitis when
he should have been leading the at-
tack and laying the foundation of a
great reputation. The same thing
nearly | happened lately in Glasgow
My young friend accidentally dissem-
inated bubonic plague and was half
way to his mew practice in the far
east-before the consequences of his
carelessness —heeamé apparent. Glas-
gow -is his native town, you see, and
he was paying a [arewell visit there
when he allowed the escape of a small
amount of bacterial matter. Luckily
he was not suspected.”

For two days. Royce remained-as a
mxgsr m the house of the great bac-
terioldgist.  The wholé of that
was employved by the latter int&4ch-
ng his latesf pupil the secret and
infallible method of treating patients
who should have become infected by
the typhoidal microbe, of which
Royce was to becomé possessed of a
bottleful. Sir Bruce, learned and en<
thusiastie, claimed special virtues for
his method ; the develn‘pod microbe
would be attacked and defeated in a
day or ‘two, he declared, instead of
fighting for many weeks, as under the
ancient treatment, before sullenly re-
tiring vanquished by . the old-fashion-
ed medical science opposed to it
loyce recognized with delight that he
had become possessed of a great sec-
cret This alone was worth,
times over, his poor little capital of
nine hundred pounds.
revolted against the use of the phial-
ful of deadly  organisms which
to form part of his money’s
3Jut then the phial and
could be
poses of study-sihe secret and
less treatment for typhoid

were
worth

cases
would remain

Within forty-eight hours Royvce had
mastered all that
from a literary point of view,
specialty, The treatment was simple
enough. Sir Bruee spared no pains
n explaining over and over again
every detail connected with it; <o

of his

specialist in a single terrible malady, |
with |

‘“But, my dear su."‘ht‘_e_mrulaml |

‘'You are syggesting to me a criminal
i Hn_\‘l‘{'

to be the seviour of many !

you !

1t, as soon as treated ; you shall see |

| that when Royce returned home aiter |
| two days of coaching he was sure of
{ himself.

‘‘Return on the 24th,’’ said the eld-

er man, as Royce left the house ; ‘‘I

shall depend on you.”

He did return on the 24th; returned
Just in time to find the old man in
the full grip of the malady, tempera-
ture very
pain, delirious—thoroughly ill.

‘‘Sir Bruce gave orders 1 was to
say he left the case in your hands
sir,”” said the man ; “I was to send
for you if you wasn't here by 11.”

Confident, but somewhat
withal; Royce set

mistake. He worked hard for twelve

| hours, at the end of which time Sir

shall |
|in a day he

Bruce ‘was quite out: of danger; with-

three he was convalescent; Royce had
scored an entire success,

"I have never had a pupil who did
it better,”” said Sir Bruce with ad-
miration.  “‘I shall see you go forth
into the world without a qualm; no
fear of any Maidstone or.Glasgow
idiocy in your case ! I wish I could
teach yoi the treatment for a few
other maladies, in the cause of hu-
manity, but these phials of micro-or-
ganism represent each one an expen-
diture of time and labor, the extent
of which you would scarcely credit.”

“I don’t want the phials,’ said
“Look here, I only wish vou

would ' take #his bottle back,

| teach me another secret instead.” i
Sir Bruce was surprised. “1 ds |
| not ‘consider one is justified,”” Rovce |
“in spreading a horrible |

continued,
disease, even though he is absolutely

| suflerer, which, ol course, one can
[ never be However, I should think
i my money was well spent in learning
E“ha\ You have already taught. me,
{ and if you would rather not do that

Teave it as it 8.7

| The older man adduced many argu-
| ments, the chief contention bemng that
l.ior the benefit' of the many it is ex-
| padient, and eveh necessary that a few
| should suffer: *‘I do nat hesitate to
{ allow my own body to be experiment-
t'ed upon,” -he said,’ ‘‘apd -1 see nc
{ wrong in causing a small amount of

time |

many |

His conscience |

1ts contents |
destroyed or kept for pur-|
price- |

could be learned, |

high, head bursting with |

anxious ‘
himself to apply |
_the prescribed Temadies. Tie mgde wo

was greatly better; in |

and |

sure of hunting up and curing every |

suffering-to others for the useful pur-
pose of science.’’

But Royce was inflexible, and in the
end Sir Bruce gladly coached his pu-
pil in the method of attacking a
second species of bacteria.

This time it was the cholera mi-
crobe. This time, too, ‘the old man
nearly succumbed to the attack of the
terrible ravager taken voluntarily in-
to his system. He was somewhat
weakened by his very recent attack of
typhoid, a.fact which he had not
sufficiently considered. 'Royce found
him in a condition of collapse, from
which, however, . by applying his
newly-learned remedies, he’ -duly
brought his patient round.

Sir Bruce expressed gratitude. ““The
rascals developed their  attdck six
hours before I expected it,”’ he ex-
plained. “‘But for your smartness 1
should have succumbed. - The anguish
was terriblé. 1 do not know when I
shall summon resolution to educate
another pupil by persondl experi-
nece.”’

““Take my advice and let me be your
last,”” said Royce. ‘‘You have done
enough = for seience and you -oan't
want{ money.’’ >

‘“No, I have sufficient, and I think I
have done well enough for seience, but
it is @ mania with me, and T feel that
[ shall continue to send out pupils
until the end.”

““The poor oM fellow 1S as mad as
a hare'!” was the vconclusion at
which Reyce arrived= He had thought
this from the first, but was not guite
sure of it i

A month later, before he had start-
ed for his destination, a certain chol-
era-infected district in India, Revce
was surprised by a visit from Sir
| Bruce's valet. The man came excit-
: edly into thé room while R(!_\'(‘f“ sat at
|

{

his breakfast Royce knew him well
and had had many a talk with him.”

‘For heaven's sake sir, come quicllg
to my master,”’
fellow” was half
tion. ““I'm afraid he’s dying

“Good Lord, man, what's up
asked Royce, hurriedly Zng hat and
gloves and preparing .de)

“Sir

SN

Bruce
‘ame - Sir,

has' never been the
having the two at-
tacks ome after the other while you
were there. He's taken another pupil
and if I was asked I should say
| he wasn't fit for experimenting again
this new gent was in a
hurry to study his subject and go.”
The two men were now in a cab to-
| gether hurrying Harley

since

| now

| just vet, but

towards
street

“Has the pupil lost his head, then

{ dies he has been taught ?"

‘"Eaven only knows, sir;
{ what I hope you’ll find out
Sir Bruce's life.”’

and save

{ pair and at his wits’ end. The voung
{ man accompanied him to Sir Bruce's
bedside. The old scientist lay ohvi-
ously dying

‘““He hasn't been conscious since it
took him,"” said the student ; ‘‘ he
swallowed the -diphtheria microbe
and [ applying his own
patent remedy as he taught me, but
the treatment has failed. It doesn't
look like diphtheria to me. What do
you think ?"’

have been

Royce recognized the symptoms at |

The old man was in the first
stage ol typhoid fever. Without a
word he set about applying the reme-
{ dies which had succeeded so well but
“;\ little while since

once

[ late
| The old man regained consciousness
however presently, and even rallied
{ for a short while
| Royoe at-his-bedside;ynd-smited:he
|

|

|
i

student was out of the room. As Sir
Bruce seemed to desire to spealk’,
Royce bent his ear to listen

“1 think you were right,'’ he whis-
pered. I have tried too much—ty-
phoid, cholera and diphtheria all
withing six weeks—""

Sir Bruce,”' said
suffering from typhoid<—' .

“What ?"" exclaimed’ the old man.
actually raising his weak body into a
sittang
was the next phial in the case—there
could be-no mistgke——"'’

“Stop, sit—what of.my two phials-
-—did vou not
caskeét ? If so, . it would have been
easy to forget that you had done so.
and to use the phial which lay at the
top."

The old scientist was silent a
ment or two

ly, *‘if 1 can no longer distinguish be-
tween the contents of two of my own
phials !

. When the
room

{ Sternly
“You should have diagnosed the

case for yourself,’' he said; ‘‘any man

student returned to the
Royce spoke to him somewhiat

theria here.’

“But ome does not expect the or-

dimary -here,” said the youth pertin-

ently. 1 ngturally applied the reme-
~dies prescribed for himselfi by our
rignd. I -took .it for granted that he
had. swallowed the .diphtheria bacil-
‘lus and treated him strictly in ac-
jcordance with the instructions I had

he cried. The
frantic “lt&x‘

or why doesn’t he apply' the reme-4

that's |

Rovee found the new student in des- |

But he was too |

He recognized |

‘‘There is no question of diphtheria, |
Royce, ““you are |

position—"'‘impossible ! It

put ‘them back in the |

mo- |

“It is time 1 died,” he said-present- |

can see there is no question of diph- |

received.
have done ‘more than I have."

that was possible to
mar, but their efforts were in vain,
and he died within an hour, a‘ victim
to his own microbes:

As soon as the breath was out of
tthe old man’s body, Royce appropri-

ed the fateful phials

“I think I'll take'these medicines
with me and destroy ' them,"” said
addressing the faithful valet;
“you needn’t say arything about it if
inquiries are made, they are danger-
ous drugs and should not be left
about.’

Royce carried the casket. in fear and
trembling. What ifl he . should slip
and drop it ?  There  were eleven
phials, each filled with sufficient dead-
ly organisms to'infect and destroy the
entire populaticn of Londen ; the
thought made his head swim, and he
steod a3 moment - to pull himself to-
gether. Then he hailed a cab’ “ind
drove out to Barnes Common, where
he despatched i{t. Selecting a quiet
spot. far the frequented paths
that led across the Common, he col-
lected 3 pile of dry grass and sticks,
ufficient  to roast a sheep withal
Over this he emptied first one phial,
then several, and watched the flames
spit and crackle-as they ruthlessly de-
stroyed the deadly, fruits of many
vears of patient research and investi-
gation. He allowed the fire to burn
itsell out; then he collected the ashes
and mixed them with a new supply of
dry fuel and rekindled this; he dug up
and burned the earth around the fire:
then he went away. ;

A Tortnight later a tramp pas'smi
the spot; his pipe would not draw
and he took a small charred twig to
clean it ouit Not long afterwards an
inmate of the Casual Ward at Brix-
ton was taken ill; it was found to be
a case of rapid tuberculosis The
died, but fortunately—so far
be know—withont spreading
the mischief \ child, playing at

Royce

from

tramp

45 Can

(

When 1 felt doubtful I sent | hide-and-seck or-Barmes Commeon with
for. you ~ I don't see-what T could his companions, severa] months after

this, dropped a sweet as he ran; it

Both Royce and the student did all ! fell upon the remains of Royce's bon-
save the old ! fire

Unwilling to lose the dainty, he
picked it up and popped it into his
mouth. - Within 3 fortnight the poor
lad lay tossing in a river-side fever
hospital, while the vestry authorities
in his district were deeply concerned

ated the casket in which were collect- | to discover. the origin of the attack.

The milk’ apd the drinking water of

{the district, were suspected and scru-

i
|
|
!
{

tinized, but they were innocent and
the mystery remained unsolved

As for Rovee, he is rapidly making
his fortune. The son of the Raiah of
his district had the iil-luck ' to
cumb to the cholera epidemic raging
that season in the province. Royce,
whosé name was already upon the
lips of the people as 5 doctor of mar-
vellous skill, was sent for, and within
a couple of days the young price was
well. The Haiah, who was devoted
to the lad, d* not consider half 5 lac
of rupees too large 5 fee for this ser-
vice: “He has further appointed Royvee
regular medical attendant -to his
court at g salary of the equivalent of
£1,500 g as a retaining fee, ill-
nesses to be extra

Sir Bruce's last pupil proved utter-
Iy unworthy of the trust confided in
him_in the shape of a phialful of the
diphtheriz - baecillus He was  fool
enough to experiment upon himself,
believing that he would be gble to
apply the remedies as easily in  his
own person as in any other. Bud in
the languor and feebleness of  the
horrible -iliness that foHowed he had
neither the strength nor the energy
to attend to such matters. When hé
died. the phial, containing more po-
tential death  than the grim arma-
ments of a battleship, was put away
with ‘“‘other medicine bottles.'' The
population of the - town and district
m which he lived, walk with naked
lights over a powder magizine,
pecting nothing —Fred Wishaw
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