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THE POLICE COMMISSIONERS.

The personnel of the new board of
police and license commissioners has
been announced.. In the gentlemen
chosen by the provincial government
to act in the capacities mentioned,
Rossland has an assurance that her
best welfare will be carefully looked
after. Possessed of large property in-
terests in the city, Commissioners
Clute, Hamilton and Walker can be
depended upon to further every move-
ment aiming at the advancement of
Rossland’s best interests. The charge
has been made that we are now go-
ing to have what is known as a “wide-
open” town. If we correctly interpret
the phrase, a ‘“wide-open” town means
a locality where crime and criminals

of all sorts are the paramount factors

in the community. Does anybody sup-
pose for a moment that such a condi-
tion of affairs would be tolerated in

Rossland? No; but there is a wide

difference between a “wide-open”

town and a ‘tolerant town. We think
we are stating the case correctly when
we say that the new board of police
<ommissioners is made up of men
who are likely to exhibit sufficient
broadmindedness as to arrange that’

Rossland shall be a tolerant town. In
" other words, their official acts will

provide equal liberties to all classes in

the community. Such an assurance
ought to be welcomed by everybody.

“We doubt if there is a mining camp

on the continent of America which is

more orderly and law-abiding. The
major portion of the men who are em-
ployed in the mines are disposed to
have a “‘good time” when they feel
like it; and that they will have it at
all hazards is a matter of history. Seo

‘we say if the new police commission-
+ers approach a discussion-of this phase

-of their duties in a tolerant mood—as

we believe they will—they will be act-

ing in the very best interests of the

«ity of Rossland. It was anticipated
\;tyé\e Municipal Labor League and

supporters would express disap-

yproval of any official acts of His Wor-
wship Mayor Clute and his colleagues,
€0 we are not at all surprised that
in some quarters dissatisfaction should
be expressed in the choice of the gov-
ernment in the matter of the selection
of police and license commissioners.
As Bismarck remarked, ‘“You cannot
have an omelette without breaking
eggs;” and so it would appear that we
cannot have good times in Rossland
without treading upon the corns of
certain wise gentlemen who assume in
their vanity and egotism that every-
thing is wrong which is done without
their being consulted in the matter.

SETTLERS FROM THE STATES. ,

An eastern exchange remarks: “Can-
ada is apparently ‘found out’ as a field
for settlement. Americans are coming
into the west in large numbers, and mi-
gration from this source is likely to in-
crease every year. As the United States
becomes more densely populated; the
overflow will -naturally be' into Canada.
“They are farmers well acquainted with
western methods of agriculture, .and
generally men of means, who will require
o government aid and very little gui-
dance. There is also a strong movement
towards mnorthern Ontario, It has been
found that the land improves in qual-
ity as progress is made northward, and
there is a large region in which thie cel-
<bra; 0. 1 hard wheat can be grown.
The land 48 virtually as good as prai-
mie for sthe settler, for the timber, when
«<ut, can be sold at a price which will
amply repay the labor of cutting. The
duilding of the railway to the head of
Xake Temiskaming will, of course, be
an immense boon to thie setilers, and
it will also give casy access to the beau-
tiful Lake Tamagami, which is sure to
become a point of attiraction for tour-
ists. When the mailway is built it will
not be very long before the great inland
sea tdwthe north is reached. A railway
to James Bay has been talked of foi
many years, and it seems likely to be
accomplished gradually and naturally,
through the progress of settlement. In
the development of this northern region
Toronto and this portion of Ontario has
a special interest. The peminsula bound-
ed by Lakes Huron, Eme and Ontario
ought to be kept in close touch with
northern Qnmtario, so as to obtain its
full share of benefit of the growth of
that region.” According to a dispatch
sppublished yesterday, British Columbia is

flow of Amerjicans into Canada. The im-
migration of over a hundred families in-
tending to settle upon land in this pro-
vince may be the beginning of a con-
siderable influx. There are plenty of op-
portunities in the agricultural line to be
found on this side of the border for
which no parallel can now be found in
the states, and it would seem natural
that wideawake people should try to
seize them.

CO'IMENDABLE PROMPTITUDE.

The new board of license and police
commissioners has displayed com-
mendable promptitude in arranging
for certain necessary changes on the
police force. The retirement of Chief
Vaughan and the installation in his
stead of Mr. Ingram will meet with
the approval of a vast majority of the
citizens., Chief Ingram is a man whom
the citizens can depend upon to do his
duty on all occasions, and there will
be little disposition to dispute that the
choice of the new board of police com-
missioners has been a wise one.

PUBLIC SCHOOL EXPENDITURE.

The wisdom of curtailing expenditure
on our schools until our city finances
are in better shape, is forcibly illustra-
ted by the state of affairs in Toronto,
which prides itself upon being the cen-
tne of the educational system of On-
tario. Under the caption “Loaded With
Debt” the Globe publishes the follow-
ing letter from S. Alfred Jomes, the
new chairman of the Toronmto public
school board, to Mayor Howland:

“I desire to inform you of the con-
dition in which I find certain matters
on assuming my duties as chairman of
the Toronto public schiool board. The
board is at present imgdebted in comsid-
erable sums of money to its teachens,
and to the workmen, contractors and
merchants who have rendered services
and delivered goods. Complete estimates
were furnished the council early last
year, giving all details as required by
statute. Of the amount asked from the
city by these estimates, the sum of $69,-
000 still remains unpaid, being the am-
ount withheld by last year’s council.

The public ‘school board is now be-
ing threatened with actions at law at
the suit of some of its creditors. I de-
gire to notify you of this fact, in order
that this year’s council may acecept,
with its eyes open, the responsibility
of putting the board’s creditors and the
ratepayers to the great expense which
these various lawsuits will entail, As
you are aware, the - school board can
offer no defense whatever to these ac-
tions. This means not only that the rate-
payers will be called upon to meet the
costs attendant upon each individual
lawsuit. but algo the expense of the

To any of the members of the council
who take pleasure in making compari-
sons, the fact may not be devoid of in-
terest that the Toronto public school
board is a body which has, during the
past year, kept its expenditure within
its estimates. I trust and believe that
this matter will receive the .early and
earmest consideration of the council.
Eihe necessity for prompt action is ob-
ous.”

The school system in British Colum-
bia is similar to that of Ontaro. Our
school trustees have the same power of
fixing expenditures ‘and requiring the
city to defray them. Any extravagance
on thie part of the trustees at the pres-
ent juncture would probably zesult in
bringing about the same state of affairs
as exists today in Tm'onio, namely, 1i-
abilities incurred bv the board of trus-
tees on behalf of the city, but repudi-
ated, or at all events, left unpaid by
the city. Of course the liability to pay
such estimates continues to exist, but
it would be poor satisfaction to an un-
paid teacher ‘(for instance) to have to
bring action against the trustees or the
city, and wait several months before the
claim could be enforced.

THE MISSING CONDOR,

There is unhappily but too much
reason for the fear that the sloop of
war Condor has gone down, with the
160 officers and men on board. Very
strong evidence of a disaster is fur-
nished by the finding of the boat on
the west coast of Vancouver island
that has been almost positively iden-
tified as belonging to the missing war
vessel. A despatch from Vancouver
yesterday pointed out a small chance
for hope in the story of the flagship
Repulse, which was missing for weeks
after encountering a flerce storm on
the Pacific in 1874, but afterwards
turned up safe. The weak point here
Is that the number of vessels plying
on the Pacific has been very greatly
Increased since 1874, and it would
seem almost impossible that some one
of this great fleet should not sight
the Condor if she is drifting helpless
and report the matter ashore. On the
other hand, it would be somewhat re-
markable if only one boat should be
found of all the wreckage that must
result from the foundering of a ves-
sel of that class. But making due al-
lowance for all the favorable circum-
stances, it must be regretfully con-
cluded that the weight of evidence is
%against the theory that the Condor
is still afloat and drifting. If~ events
should prove differently the rejoicing
for the safety of the vessel and her
people will be great in proportion to
the depression now caused by her dis-
appearance from view. The despon-
dency on her account is increased by

#o profit to some extent from thie over-

the general opinion among those who

subsequent levy necessary to payment.]

ate in a position to judge that she was
not built so as to be seaworthy. The
Victoria Colonist touching upon this
point offers the following remarks:
“Everyone vet hopes that the Condor
will yet be heard from, but the an-
xiety concerning her fate is very great.
To criticize the admiralty is an un-
usual thing in this part of the world,
but when a landsman is told what sort
of a ship the Condor is, he feels like
calling the building of such a craft
and sending her to sea, loaded with
valuable lives, a crime against the
nation. The low freeboard and high
bulwarks of the Condor were an in-
vitation to disaster, and surely it ought
to be possible to avoid the construc-
tion of such vessels. Ships of the
Condor class are meant for the high
seas. If that is not their purpose,
there is no excuse for them. They
should therefore be built so as to re-
duce the chances of disaster to a min-
imum. Experienced seamen say that
if a heavy sea boarded the Condor she
would retain so much water within
her bulwarks that she could not rise
to the next sea that came. it is also
said that her sister ship went out to
sea and was never heard of again. It
has been stated that the Condor’s cap-
tain declared that she was not a safe
ship. If these things are true, what
possible justification can be pleaded
for putting sailors aboard such a ves-
sel and sending them abroad?”

TEMPERANCE EXPERIMENTS.

The geustion of securing temperance

.reform by means of prohibitive legis-

lation is a more or less live one in
various parts of Canada. In Great
Britain a reform movement has been
launched on different lines and is at-
tracting public attention in a consider-
able degree. The people, engaged in
it, many of whom are prominent in
various ways, are associated under
the name of the People’s Refreshment
House Association. The society was
organized in 1896, and is composed of
eminent philanthropists and Chris-
tian people, with the Bishop of Ches-
ter as presidént. A writer in The Bos-
ton Transcript, who describes the work-
ing of the system, takes as an example
a saloon that the society is about to
open in London. He says:

“This drinking place will be man-
aged by a man who will have no in-
terest whatever in pushing the sale of
alcoholic beverages, but who(.;wlu have
a ‘direct pecuniary interegt in getting
people to take non-alcoholié¢” drinks,
because, upon the latter, in addition
to his fixed salary, he will get a gen-
erous commission. He will also have
an inducement to push the sale of food,
for this department of the  business
will be entirely his own venture, and
to his own private purse will accrue all
that can be made out of it. This slum
public has hitherto been uncleanly.
It has been a place where filthy lan-
guage could be heard, and where the
landlord would have every incentive
to encourage excess, and to break the
law which forbids the selling of liquor
to children and drunkards. But, under
the People’s Refreshment House As-
sociation, all these features  will be
changed. = The occasional unexpected
visit of an inspector will ensure scru-
pulous cleanliness, and also that the
atmosphere is kept as pure as possi-
ble morally, and that none of the re-
strictive features of the license laws
are ‘broken. Tea, coffeeand cocoa will
be obtainable at all hours, and these,
with other temperance beverages, will
be kept to the front. Always, too, there
will be cool water on -the counter for
public service without cost. All the
same this house, like the others man-
aged by this reform associition, will
keep in stock every kind of liquor and
beer, and the manager and his bar-
maids will serve the same to all .com-
ers of proper age who do not give evi-
dence of inebriety. They will be oblig-
ed to do this, just as other publicans
are, by the provisions of their license.”

Another and more recent temperance
organization operating on similar lines
is the Public House Trust Company.
The aims of this do not differ from
those of the older society, and its plans
of operation will be the same. But the
People’s Association, while doing good
enough work on a limited scale, shows
no signs of organic multiplication;
whereas the Public House Trust will
only inspire and direct the movement
from London; the management and
local propaganda will be in the coun-
ties and large towns. It is hoped that
before long every county and borough
will have its own Public House Trust
Company. Twenty of these are already
formed and getting ready for work,
though the new movement is scarcely
a year old.

The distinguished men who are go-
iIng in for this new reform are not
temperance men in the Canadian sense,
Not one of them is a total abstainer,
and none would have anything to do
with temperance movements of the
ordinary kind. But the public house,
as it is, they believe to be a curse.
It is run for personal gain, when it
ought to run in the interests of the
public. It is a mere drinking bar, and

they want to convert it into a respect-

able place of refreshment, giving as
good a chance to non-intoxi-
cants as to intoxicants, and as-
sociating drinking more generally
with eating. The inspiring leader of the
Public House Trust movement is Earl
Grey, and with him are associated, in
addition to those already named, the
Dike of Norfolk, the Bishop of Roches-
ter, Earl Stamford, Cardinal Vaughan,
head of the Roman Catholic church in
England, the Duke of Northumber-
land, Lord Stanhope, Lord Goschen,
Lord Avebury, known to the philan-
thropic world as Sir John Lubbock,
the Marquis of Ripon and' many other
equally distinguished. The results of
these English experiments will be
watched with a good deal of interest

in more than one country.
————— ——

BUSINESS CONDITIONS,

At the recent annual meeting of the
shareholders ‘of the Canadian Bank of
Ccmmerce in Toronto, the geneml
manager, B. E. Walker, gave his usual
review of the business conditions of the
country. Such reviews by Mr. Clouston
of the Bank of Montreal and Mr. Wal-
ker are naturally and correctly accepted
by the public as authoritative. As to the
general situation, Mr, Walker said: “If,
however, without further comment, we
were to say that the past six months
had witnessed a very satisfactory ex-
tepsion of the prosperity of the previous
yvear, we might, perhaps be negarded
as having sufficiently covered the situ-
ation. Indeed, what is most generally
noticeable is that throughout Canada
and the United States, whatever may
be in store for us in the comparatively
near future, there is little sign as yet
of a check in our prosperity. It is not
as if there were no eddies in the current
of bussiness affairs. Local checks of a
quite serious nature are frequently oSc-
curring in ome part or the othler of
North Amernica, but they do not so eas-
ily as in the past affect the gemerhl re-
sult. The wheat crop may fail as it did
a year ago in Manitoba; the corn crop
in the United States may shrink as it
has this year to the enormous extent
of six or seven hundred million bushels,
and the oat arop may shrink one hun-
dred and fifty million bushels; thire
may be incipient panmics in Wall Street,
which only very strong menare able to
quell; there may be collapses of even
gigantic speculations; entive mining
areas may disappoint the most confident
expectations; particular kinds of trading
and of manufacturing may experience
reverses, and so on; but the total result
of the energies of the people shows ‘a
distinct progress, This happy staté of
affairs will some day be altered. We are
glad to' notiice, however, that there is
much. less speculative spirit in many
communities, and more care is being ex-
ercised in making investments. In view
of our good crops and the great volume
of goods being sold, this is perhaps
what is mainly necessary at the mo-
ment.”

Dealing with British Columbia more
particularly, Mr. Walker offered some
very interesting remarks, saying: “Not-
withstanding the unsatisfactory state
of some kinds of mining and thee effect
of this on other trades, the general out-
come of the year to British Columbia
has been good. The catch of salmon, as
expected, was very large, and although
prices are disappointing, the result as a
whole has been the distribution of mon-
ey for labor on a greatly increased scale,
the liquidation of many debts, and the
addition of much wealth to the province.
There seems to be no reason why, if
this industry is carried on by mem; with
adequate capital and expaﬁénce, it
should not be a great source of wealth
for all time to come, and for thiis rea-
son its importance can scarcely be over-
estimated. It has, perhaps, been too
easy in the past to borrow money for
salmon canning, but lenders are begin-
ning to recognize that, as in other
trades, success comes in proportion to
the results of a precise knowledge of
the conditions which surround the bus-
Iness. Labor is ome of the great ele-
ments in salmon canning, end it is to
be hoped that if the government or
individual politicians interfere, it will
be with a view to protecting an industry
which, because of the shortness of the
season, is peculiarly at the mercy cf
the striker. The lumber industry i pros-
perous where the prairie and other mar-
kets to the east can be reached, un-
profitable in most o. the mining dis-
tricts and unsatisfactory in the foreign
trade, It has, in our opinion, neverthe-
less, a great future, . It may have to
wait a furthern depletion of eastern for-
ests, but in any event the growth of the
Pacific Coast provinces and of tthe Asi-
atic trade will assure its ultimate suc-
cess as a leading industry. The growth
of coal mining and coke making is
quite satisfactory, and already the pay-
rcll of the Nanaimo and Crow’s Nest
collieries are foundation-stones in the
industrial structure of British Colum-
bia, although but the promise of what
thiey may reasonably hope to be in the
near future. In other branches of min-
ing there is little of a satisfactory na-
ture to be said. We must, however, dis-
tinguish clearly between mining ven-
tures which have failed because the nec-
essary ore does not exist and other en-
terprises where lack of present success
is due to conditions which are mot likely

that for nepeated labor troubles, high
freight and smelter charges, the low
prices of silver and lead, and the recent
fall in- copper, the mining industries of
British Columbia would be in a flour-
ishing condition instead of the reverse.
The market prices must, of course, take
their natural way, but is it not to be
deplored that an industry in which
suceess is in any event difficult, should
be hampered by legislation regarding
labor, which can only result in destroy-
ing the power to employ labor? We can
but hope 'that the legislators of Brit-
ish Columbia will gradually learn how
unwise it is to kill the goose thiat lays
the golden egg. In the coast cities amd
tcwns the ecollections blaver been good,
building operations are on an increas-
ing but healthy scale, and while there
have been some -faitures, they are re-
lated to an unsound state of trade and
credit which is gradually passing away.”

It may be too much to hope that Mr.
Walker’s advice will prevail with the
legislators of Bmitish Columbia, present
and bo come, but at any rate it leaves
them no excuse in the way of igno-
rance of the financial expert’s view of
past foolishness.

We are glad to learn that Mr. Bernard
McEvoy has put into shape for pub-
lication in book form the delightful ser-
ies of letters contmibuted by him to the
Mail and Empire during his recent ex-
tended tmip through Western Canada,
in the course of which he visited Ross-
land. The volume ig entitled “From the
Great Lakes to the Wide West.,” Wil-
liam Briggs has the work in fhiand,
and will issue it in his best style, illus-
trated  plentifully with picturesque
scenes—new plates from mecent photos
—along the route across continent. Mr.
McEvoy writes with the easy, sprightly
style of the practiced journalist; he
possesses the eye of a keen observer,
and the faculty, rare enough, and there-
fore all the more to be valued, of giv-
ing things their proper pnoportion. As
might be expected, the touch of the
poet is frequently in evidence, especially
in the many exquisite passages descrip-
tive of the scenery witnessed en route.
A vein of light humor runs through/ all
the chapters, greatly enhancing the
reader’s enjoyment. Certainly no vol-
ume since Principal Grant’s “Ocean to
Ocean’”” was published gives anything
like so engaging a picture of Canadian
travel. Its value can scarcely be over-
rated as a capable estimate and de-
scription of Canada’s great Western
heritage. '

—pp—

The total miles of railway now
operated for traffic in the world are
estimated at 484,348. Of these about
one-third are owned by the govern-
ments of the countries in which they
are located. Germany owns at least
nine-tenths of hers; Austria-Hungary
nearly one-half, and Russia two-thirds
of her outfit. Italy owns nearly all of
hers, and leases to private companies.
France is stated to come into posses-
sion of hers about the middle of this
century, but has been considering the
propriety of getting them sooner. The
various Australasian communities con-
trol nearly all of their railroads and
the same is true of India. The United
States and the other countries of
North and South America, which rep-
resent now over half the mileage of
the world, are almost the only govern-
ments of importance that do not have
some direct interest in their railroads,
except Great Britain.

e

Ther is naturally keen speculation
in the east over the purchase of the
Canadian Atlantic railway on account
of the Vanderbilts. Many at once con-
jectured that the road was acquired
with the idea of making it a link in a
through road across the continent, and
although Dr. Webb entered a polite
denial that theory is still strongly
held. The Ottawa Citizen thus inter-
prets the Vanderbilt intentions: “For
some time past there have been rumors
of the New York Central getting a line
from Ottawa, and coupled with that
the statement of the intention of the
Vanderbilts to secure the Beemer sys-
tem and inter-provincial bridge, with
the object of extending the northern
roads through the rich pulpwood re-
gions north of here and tapping the
valuable fisheries of Hudson Bay. The
first of these rumors has been verified,
and it will not be a matter of any sur-
prise if the rest comes true.”

——

The London Times has lately pub-
lished descriplions of the cartoons lev-
elled against Great Britain which have
appeared wcecently in German papers.
The cartoons which have been de-
scribed as  “foul,” “filthy,” "“vile,”
“blasphemous,” and so forth, the Times
describes in full. It showed thek they
were not confned to the disreputable
press, nor did they find their dircula-
tion solely among the lower elements
of the population. The 'most representa-
tive papers were as bad as the rest,
and their abominable productions were
fingered by the dainty hands of ladies
in fashionable drawing rooms. There is
no doubt about the depth and the gen-
eral extent of the German antipathy
for Brfitain, but the cause s somewhat
of a mystery. Evidently a portion of

the Anglophobia was due to the work

to be permanent, There is no doubt but of designing persons: who purposely

misrepresented Mr. Chamberlain’s ut-
terances., s
——

Northport Republican: To have the
black ball lifted against Western Feq-
eration men the Rossland Miners’ Un-
ion consented to declare the strike at
an end as far as the Le Roi was con-
cerned. This was the only concession
extended to the Western Federation of
Miners. They have gained absolutely.
nothing by striking but an equal chance
with other men to seek employment. Up
to the late election at Rossland the
Miners’ union was as fully determined
ad the Northport men to hold out indefi-
nitely or until the mine managers should
“get down on thieir knees” and beg them
to return, but that election decided the
matter and brought the hot heads to
their senses. Before the election they
thought the people were afraid to op-
pose them, but the ballot proved who
were in the wrong ‘and their only al-
ternative wag to “throw wup the
sp Uu,l gE 2

——

If the X-ray treatment has really
cured five cases of cancer, of which four
wete recurrent and one primary, as Dr.
Chanles Warren Allen says in ‘the last
number of the Medical Record, it will
be the greatest thierapeutic discovery of
the century. But the article does not
make it quite plain that the so-called
cures are; permanent. It will be interest-
ing to follow this development, the logic
of which appears {o rest on the destruc-
tive influence of light rays upon all
bacteria. It is an interesting theory to
apply to many other things, amd if it
be finally demonstrated as sound, the
application to the prevention as well
as cure of germ diseases by floods of

lightt will be in order.
——

According to the statistics kept dur-
ing thle past two years in New York
State the chance that a passenger will
be killed on a railway journey is omly
one in seven million. During 1901 in that
State one passenger was killed for each
5,119,313 carmmied, and one injured for
each 218,424 camried. In 1900 one pas-
senger{ was killed for each 9,230,764 car-
ried, and one injured for each 447,552
carried. This /will be reassuring to peo-
ple who travel by rail. The figures for
New York State for 1901, however, show
that 250 mﬂﬂyva.f employes were killed
and 766 injured. This seems high, and
suggests that there ought surely to be
ways and means of making more secure
the lives of the men who handle trains.

—

Wm, E. Curtis, wniting to the Chi-
cago Record, says: “A business man
of Philadelphia told me that Mr. Wan-
namaker’'s profits from his Philadelphia
store last year were over $1,750,000, and
that those from his New York establish-
ment will run close to that figure. The
New York store has paid a profit from
the very day it opened, although two
firms which oecupied thie establishment
since :A. T. Stewart’s death have failed.
The meason for Mr. Wannamaker’s great
success, both in New York and Phila-
delphia, is his skillful and extensive ad-
vertising. It has been his rule to con-
fine his advertising to mewspapers and
magazines.”

It is not enoughi to deprive officers on
active service in South Africa of their
pianos and cooking ranges. Bennett
Burleigh says that the buck wagons that
are bedrooms amd saloons on wheels
are to be put under the ban, and so are
the Cape carts that carried the officers’
excellent midday lunches, with napery,
crystalware, wines, tables and chairs. g
Thiese changes are timely, if only to
suppresg disagreeable insinuations as to
the complacent way in which some offi-
cers regard the lengthening out of hos-
tilities. Adtive service has many mater-
ial advantages, even without a system
of field luxumies.

——

An interesting three-cornered contest
is on in the district of Lisgar, Manitoba,
for the seat in the commoms, made va-
cant by the voiding of the election: of
R. L. Richardson. It is well known that
Mr. Richardson, as a result of his par-
liamentary experience, came to the con-
clusion that the Liberal leaders in power
were not carrying out the policy which
they laid down when in oppgsition. He
calims that the party has left him, and
that he keeps to the lines of the true
Liberalism. He is again asking the el-
ectors of Lisgar to elect him as an in-
dependent. There are also straighit Lib-
eral and Conserivative candidates in the
field, and the result of the contest ap-
pears very uncertain, If Mr. Richardson
is re-elected the outcome will harmdly be
comforting for the government.

. -
The war secretary, Mr. Broderick, in
introducing a supplemental war esti-
mate of £6,000,000 in the hiouse of com-
mons said this brought the ftotal of the
cost of the war for the fiscal year up
to £65,071,000. On January 1, Mr. Brod-
erick said, there were still 217,800 Brit-
ish troops in South Africa. The expen-
ses of the war had now been reduced
to about £4,500,000 per month. The pat-
ient British taxpayasr wlil no doubt pray
that thie reduction may go on at a still

more rapid rate.
—

Having disposed of the contest for
the house of commons seat, Victorians
ave now turning their attention to the
vacancy in the legislature. Victoria is
getting a big share of the election ex-
citement, but nerhans +he rest of the
province will not seriously object to
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