
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

of personai property-over which bis wife could
have no controi. Again, in respect to real es-
tate, the wife held no control over it during
his life. The lusband could inortgage, or sell
it, whilst she had only a contingentinterest lait
-that was, if se happened to live longer than
hle did. Ie (Mr. H.) contended, that ifit were
right to protect a wife by settlemients previous
to marriago, it was equally right that she
should b )rotctpd in respect to property
which msigit cone to her afterthatoevent. The
object of all law should be to encourage in-
dustry and en terprize, not only in the sterner
sex, but also in cases where women were the
hoads tof ftamiles, accurmiulating property by
their energy and skill. Ho did iot apprehiend
the liflicuiilty suggested by the Prov. Secy.that
this cla'nge in the law would engender domes-
tic strife, any more thau the présent law rela-
ting to dower or marriage settlements.. He
thérefore approdof the generat seopc of the
bil, and as regards thel mdtue of dealing with
it. Thie prnciple could be tested on the second
reading, or it could be read by consent and
conitsitei, oach gentleman reservlng to him-
self the riglt tof objecting to the details, or if
they were not modifiec to suit his views, of
voting against tie whole bill in committee.

Hon. FixL. SECY. said, if bu had bad any
doubts as to the proprie of the bill, they vere
entirely renoved by the speech of the bon.
Prov. Secy; for if tiat lion. gentleman, with
bis acknowledged ability, could not advance
botter arguments than he ad, done, it must
indeed be a poor case lie was advocating. Bis
(Mr. McD's) arguments and imeaning hadobeen
entirely pervertei by the Prov. Socy.; he did
not say that want of seose, cconomy, or pru-
dence, vas suilieient to send a man ta the
Lunsatie .Asylum, or to deprive him toftie righît
ta manage his property; but ho did say, that
some provision was needed in thelaw to guard
agaiîist cases where persons wanting in these
qualities had become possessed of property by
tz.eir wives, and were iiiclined to squander it,
and leave their wivoc and children destitute
aud helpless. The argument used by the
Prov. Secy. that all this might be secured by a
msarriage settlement rather strengthencd bis
position-tlhe policy was tie same Iu both
ca;ses-and the object of this law was to do
wisat a )ruent father would do on the mar-
ringe of bis diaugîtcer, viz.: put her propcrty
beyond the control of ier bnsband. If.overy
one was prudent enougi to do this the neces-
sity for this bill would not be so great,
but it was to guard against cases where
tlie foresight liat been neglectod, that the
bill wa:s designied. It was by no means a
novel idea for a precedont could be tound in
Englis.h law. ,lBy the laws of the city of Lon-
don, any married woman engagesd in trade,
owns lier property irrespective of the control
of her husbaid. Surely, nu ane could contend
thatit was a proper state of tbings, that.where
a husband abandons Lis wife and leaves bthe
cobirtry, and she hy lier industry and skill,
not oniy educates and supports her family,
but accumîslates property,.tbat lie should be
allowed to come back and saanuder her hard
ea-ned cariings, andi peihaps throwlier out
of doors. Yet such was the presentlàw-and -
he was. presensiig nu fanciful view ut.it, for
an instance t tiat kind lad came wv bin his
oughw -servation. Ail this law propose o d o te-thesË Was ta secure ta tise marriedi woalai tise

property she bad accumulated, by ber ener
and indusstry. It proposed to take awaynnota-
ing from the husband, so there was no har )
ship in it as far as lie was concerned. Theho.
gentidinan concluded by expressiig the hope
that the house would deal with the billin some
form, and remedy the grievansces under whicha
married wonien were noW laboring.

Mr. TomiN doubted the propriety of the bil
or whether it would secusre the object it con
templated. At al events tie bil sIould n9t
passuntil it ld ibeen fully exained in ail its
decails by a specialI comittee-.

Mr. S. MCDONNEI sicL also.riefly expresse.
bis dissent to the bil lu its present form.

.Mr. KAtLDACKC was proceediis to give bis
vieWs upon the subject, but tie Iour for ad-
jourmeut having arrived the debate was, ad-
journed.

rois. Mr. SîcANNON, from tie committeè
on private bils, reported up seven.

After which thei house aijourned until thre
o'clock the iext day.

FRIDAY, 3d Marich.
The bouse met at 3 o'clock.

PETITIONS.
Mr. BOURîNOT presented a petition from- a

number of the inhabitants of Gabarons, C. B.,
for additional mail accommodation.

Mr. Ross, a petition for a way office af
Kemupt ilead, Boulardrie.

Mr. u-IL, a petition for a daily mail té
Brooklyn, Hants.

Mr. C. J. CAMPBELL, four petitions:-one uf
Mr. Kidsto and others of Bedeque for an
amendient in the license law; another froi
Murdock McLeod, an aged school teacher, foç
a froc grant of land; the third froin the inha-
bitants of Wasiabiick, Vie.,' for a way office;
and the'fourth from Johi MeNeil in reference
to a ferry.

Mr. RIoBscxnEAU, a petition from the coulta
of Digbv iu reference to the Sciool Bill.

Mr. Mor, a petition frois Çen tville against
the Union.of the Colonies, aidl ansother fram
Lower Horton in regard to the School Bill.

Mr. BLA AR, a-petitioan fros ithe Pos
masster of Plaister Cove, for an increase of
salary.

Mr. P. SmYirr, a petition from River lI-
habitants against the niion of t.he Colonied;
another from John McNeil oft labou, fôr an
increase of salary.

INFORMATION ASKED FR.

Mfr. LocKE asked tbegoverniment to lay ao
the table copies of the letter froi the Clerk, f
peace i 1860, ta order a survey of the towoship
linos in Chester; also copies of. orer in Coun-
cil tO the Commissioner in Crown Lands, ge
have the lines surveyed; aiso copies of order
uf Council to have the lines surveyed in the.
district of Chester. AIso the naies of patientq
in the Provincial Asyluin froui tise county of
Lunenburg, which are chargeable to tiat con
ty, &c.

M\'r. KAULBÀCK was glad to see so muchliâa-
toresi taken in the county of Lnenhcrgby7 ,

on. gentleman. Ho persitsel -le h!ad sorgei
satisfactory: abject in making such an en-
qniry.

Mr. BLANCHARD asIsd tie cugorrnneIist to
lay on tie table al correspon1) denlce tauchirng,
the apoinitment of delegates l coînecoigiy
wih tie Unioiot the Colonies, andsi adoing


