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A NOVEL INSURANCE COMPANY.

A well-known woman artist in Copenhagen: evolved a shrewd 
11 'a tor the foundation of an insurance company for the ex- 
c*Usivy benefit of women. A reasonable premium was to he 
*),l,d to insure aga.net die poss.bi.ny of hud no no limb lid. 
"t'lies who marry before 4:i lose ah the money they iiav 
lAid, which goes to the benefit of those who reach ilia age
D't unmarried and who receive an income for the rest of

tli,li|r lives.
j In France, to which we look as the homo of the dowry, we 
lllVe it on' die author ty of. says the Loudon Express, of 

■ Brieux, ‘La Femme Seule," that “there are about g,Ul)i).000 
S nSlp women in France to-day,” and that many of these do

toarrv he a use they have no "dot." 'The daughters of
"°rking men arc- loo well educated to marry a workman1, and 

"’orknian does not want to marry them because the girls 
ar,‘ too poor.”

D the same time the system of the “dot” obtains in France, 
re the parents put by a certain sum every week ' for a 

s dowry when she grows up. The fate of the dov. i rlvss 
in France is much worse, from the matrimonial pohit of 

,:'v> than that of her similarly undowelvd sister in England, 
Vl<r>' marriages would indeed he few ail'd far between in any

"here 
girl 
t'irl 
vi.

l very a dowry an indispensable adjunct to “tying the
Knot.-

11 Germany there is the shift (dviritahle institution1), des- 
**hed by \?rs. Alfred Fidwick. “There :m Stifls from vliieli 
"eniau may absent herself for the /renter part of th year 

"h yet draw an income from its funds, and have a room or 
. I|,rns appointed to her use: th re are others Where res denve 
^ Nmpnlsory. Some are open only to descendants of the 

'biclerg. some sell vacancies.
^ women mav have to wait year after year for a ehaiv*“

'if , 'Ding in. or she may belong to one that w'll admit her at
P|>,'taiii age. Some are just sets of rooms with

certain privileges of light and bring attached.: . . But
you cannot be much among Germans without seeing worn m 
who have been educated, endowed, helped in distress or sup­
ported in old age by one of these organizations.

“In Greece it is considered wrong for brothers to marry 
until their s'sters haw been wed. Again, giris mus, marry 
in order of seniority. It would not he right for a girl to be 
marrie I while she had an elder sister who remained single.
I he men of'a family are thus naturally anxious to see their 
sisters settled, and as a dowry is indispensable, its provision' 
is often a matter ,uf serious anxiety and the fruit of gr at 
•self-denial on the part of me brothers, if the parents are bead.

“There are eases in which brothers have remained eiiinar 
rivd and devoted all their hard-earned savings to the dowries 
of their sisters. Among the | oorer classes emigration is re­
sorted to. not infrequently solely with this object, and u any a 
dowry comes to a Greek maiden from across the Allai t e,”

' The average young woman living in luxury in her father's 
House.,” says a famous novelist, “is between the devil and the 
deep sea.' o'.i account of the Engli-di system of—In' the case— 
pil'ng the money on the eldest -on. There is a l.appy me 
dium, and though it takes a g od deal to remove liide-l ound 
prejudice and custom. or.ve It* Fn 'isliman is convinced of the 
justice of a plea lie :s rarely deaf to it, and “money is a 
greater necessity to the woman than to the man. la- mise any 
man who is a real man ran' work, but many a woman brought 
up in sheltered idleness can’t work: that is. isn't work to 
gain an inconi ■ and independence, and so. sooner or later, 
without money or without courage, -he sinks submerged.”

The School Foard of Moose .law has award'd the sale of 
us UiO.OOO debentures to Wood, Gundy and Co., of Toronto. 
The price is !)4.
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