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an assurance that if the and an urgent subject for the House of Commons to
German fleet comes into the (Channel or through the cpnsider. _(-Hear, hear.) 1 tglegraphed at the same
North Sea to undertake hostile operations agai_nst 'ghe time on sqmlar terms to Paris and Berlin, saying 1t
French coasts or shipping, the British feet will give Wwas essential for us to know whether French and Ger-
all the protection in its power.” ; man Governments respectlvely were prepared t‘o un-
This ‘assurance is, of course, subject to the policy of derta}ke an engagement respecting the neutrality of
his Majesty’s Government receiving the support of Belgium. (Hear, hear.)

Parliament i ot be taken as pinding the These are replies:
Govern-men’t atlcl)dt;iem;i; lzllction until the contingency «“The French Government are resolved to respect

se, not as @ de- the neutrality of Belgium, and it would only be in the

takes pla 5 his to the Hou {

claratilonc(?i:f V;Qjaor Iorsltitfrt -;rt not as entailing immedi- event of some other Power wiolating that neutrality

ate aggressive action on I())ur 7part, but as pinding us to that France might find herself under the necessity to
gres: :

take aggressive action should the contingency arise. act otherwise.”” :
I understand that the German Government would be From the German Government the reply was:—
prepared, if we would pledge ourselves to neutrahty, «wThe Secretary for Foreign Affairs could not pos-
to agree that its fleet would not attack the north‘elli sibly give an answer before consulting the Emperor

coasts of France. 1 only hear that shortly 'befOIi and the Chancellor.”’

came to the House; but it 18 gar too NATTOW an enga‘g:é Qi Bdward Goschen said he hoped the answer
ment— (loud Opposition cheers)——and there 18 & m 2 would not be too long delayed. The German Minister
serious consideration, hecoming more serious fevlge{. for Foreign Affairs then gave Qir Edward Goschen to
h?'ur—there is the question of the neutrality © understand that he rather doubted whether they could
gium. (Cheers.) answer at all, as any reply they might give could not
m. fail, in the event of war, to have the undesirable ef-
I shall have to put before the House at some length  feet of disclosing part of their plan of campaign.
what our position with regard to Belgium 15 € (Laughter.) 1 telegraphed at the same time to Brus-
governing factor is the treaty of 1839. That is a treaty sels to the Belgian Government, and got the following
with a history aecumulated gince. In 1870 there WaSc reply from our Ambassador : {¢TPhe Minister for For-
question 0:  eign Affairs thanked me for the communication, and

War between France and Germany, and the QU
the neutrality of Belgium arose. arious things were peplied that Belgium would, to the utmost of her
said, and among other things Prince Bismarck gave an  power, maintain neutrality. He begged me to add

assurance to Belgium, and, confirming yerbal assur- that the Belgian Government -believed they were in a
ances, he gave in writing 2 declaration that the Ger-  position to defend the meutrality of their country in

man Confederation and allies would l’esgect the neu- case of violation.”’ (Cheers.)
tralit 7 L T e AT ay S e \
y of Belgium, 1t being. & dy‘hv- e otk Yalli-

43 . .
I am authorized to g1ve

Germany’s Ultimatum.

that ne : - 1d ! i

geri&e‘i};i}g}; W()\;‘fl}?a:) ewr;: pgﬁ’;e own attitu‘dg‘l The Now, there appears the news 1 have received to-day

people who laid down the attitude of the British Gov- —though I am not sure how far it has reaphed men in

ernment Wer‘ S Granville an Mr. (ladstone. Mr. an acegrate form—the news that an ultimatum has
g Hon - been given by Germany to Belgium, the object of

Gladstone said: : . .
g s : : : ne permit me to en- which was to ofter Belgium friendly relations with
ter %Itlt,los {31?: Iclsl(;c)sliii}tré dm:;ugsﬁsntlgfetge nature of the Germany on consideration that she would facilitate the
treaty, but I amlno(t able to subseribe t0 the doctrine  passing of German tI’OOPS,'EhI‘Oth Belgium. (Laugh-
BE those who held in this House that the gimple fact ter and cries of_ Shame.’’) ’_1‘111 one has the news
of the guarantee is binding upon qll those who are absolutely definitely 1 do not wish to say all that one
parties to it. irrespective of the pm«ticular position 1 would say otherwise. ‘We were sounded in the course
which they i 'ﬁ;d themselves at the time when the of last week as to whether if after a war Belgian 1n-
oceasion for ac};ing apon the guarantee arises. The tegrity should be preserved that would have_c-ontent-
L anihooitins to which I have heen accustomed 0 ed us. We replied that we could not bargain away
listen never took that rigi& and unpracticable vw“i,:hoxt ?h?tt o‘bh(gétﬁlons )we have in regard to Belgian neu-
the : . o circumstanee U rality. (Cheers.
i eriu?;aﬁt&id (Igfii’ml:a;)guarl-;fltee in foree 18 of Shortly before I reached the House I am informed
hecessity an ti-my ortant factor and weighty element in  that the following telegram has been received from
5 whicg ve‘ e bound t0 give nd weighty the King of Belgium by our King George: ‘,‘Rerpem-
consideration T}‘lere is also this further consideration bering the numerous proofs of your Majesty s friend-
Welieh e must all feel most deeplys that is the common  ship and that of your predecessor and the friendly at-
interest acain ta il unnlleasm'(' aggmndizement of titude of England 1n 1870, and the proof of friendship
any Po gal }? 1€ i : which she has just given us again, I make a supreme
wer whatever. appeal for the diplomatic intervention of your Ma-
French and German Answers. o1d treaty- jesty’s Government to safeguard the integrity of Bel-

ol Tanko myss e D07/ e tmnt);c;lxsuiged not only gium.”’ (Cheers.)

It iS one f 3 e Y
: \aties which are ] ! £
n eonsid(?rattit:)(;sef:: ()I;g?rium, which penefits DY it, but Diplomatic Intervention.
¥ ¢ =}
for the interests of those who ‘gl“”'antee But the diplomatic intervention took place last week
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‘()é E;‘ss serious view 9f our o\bhggt)lglsls tg{(‘en py Mr. terest in the independence of Belgium. If.Belgium
Gladget lmPOrtance of the Obllé% 5 i roal A0 the 18 compelled to submit to1 allowEher pfeli)trahty to be
HOusleoneﬁs- Gowameapsihy Jeck upon this subject \v101ated.theds11};1uatx_ori ts e eafr.h ventl 1_%1 qgr_eemlent
wh what took place last WECE Lot this question she admitted the violation of her neutrality it 1s clear
en mobilization began. 1 knew tha she could only do SO under duress. These smaller

was hound to be a most important element in our policy




