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A Love Affair and a Business Dea’tet Entangled

Ben ALt came home from work somewhat
ecurlier than Owual on that July day, and anyhed
1 was not at rest

d that b fadled tu
\

might have seen that his &

He wan, n |
achbhowledge the greethug of hin dug
Newfoundland of notable intelefdyee, who
wwously to the Phte .

Ben walked around the hiluse to the garden at
the rear and stood for 3 moment, straw hat in hapd

L, s precccu}
Seatlor .
romjed

guring thoughtfully st the well-kopt bhods of flowers
and vepetabies pow 1o thewe prime. Here was spile
mized, in & small way, Bea's isnate love fur the
soil; but un this evening, perhaps for the st time,
ne hight leapt to his eye as he hebeld his handiwork
Ia an alsent minded y he plucked a cluster of
gorgeous nasturfioms, blooming near the walk, then
ratered ghe kitehen, where his mother was repanay
SUepuer

CCWhese's Ruey?’
tu her apeoll

Mers. Abbtt smmiled st him -l""l"’f'“ ally

Nhe just man over to swe Angela Meleasan
Mhe

Ahhe cught to slay bere,”” he interrupted, ‘‘and
help you once in a while. Nhe's not homehalf the

he asked, pinning the houguet

time lately

His mother, imverting a pan of biseuite 8 the
wven, smiled at hiln over her shoulder in geatle
protest, her face fushed resily from the heat. Nhe
spake, but was again interrupted

I don't like it."" he sard. ““It's not fair t
vou And then, deaf ta her rxpostulatios,
threw off hin cont, rolled up bis shirt sleeves and
helped her in the kitehen il supper was placed on
the table .

As they sat down, Lucy telephoned. She would
nel he home for supper, she said, hut would dise
ustead with the Melrnnans

Returning Lram the telephone Hen continued his
weal in a3 mood v sileare ut his mother, watehing
ki with thoughtful eyes, saw that something be
es his sister’s alwence arcounted for his deparesssed
shatraction. Lates, when they saf together on the
front porch in the midsummer dusk, he confirmed
this helief Ly tolling her what was really troubling
Bk

His employer Fiank Nage 2 Pearian  peoduce
dealer, had been approacked today it seemed, by »
man hnows pgo Presley lHeakel, who was trying to
--L-_l}\‘ e in & *chemieal discorery which would
tedire the cont of gascline te one cont a gallon
Ben hnew the man. Twe yoars hefore, while visit
ing Thicage, aa, slly teagued individual had
temglted o inveigle him inte 3 confidence game
Ben, whe was sohady s foul, had tried 1o shake the
foellow o, bt this prosing HWffeult prrlicrm

was ealivd and the rrouk was arrested
*That s b concluded “Hen, *“and this man
ralling bimerlfl Heabel are vae and the same peroun
And now the guestion | am trying o apswer s this
Nhall | tell Mr. Sage what | hoow about this peany
agniien fellow, of jJust heep otill and et matters
take their course? What do you sdvise, Mother!
Nhe lnobed nt him theough the fading light, oue
hand sesting on the head of the
Newfoundland, whe lav beside bet

rhair .

I think, Men, you will haye
e s your heart dw I have
sluays bhelieved s youl bate
o, I'm sure—that an informs

st be & pretly mean person. ot
fowsn § this particular aee alt

hings & Iitle?

He sodded silen Lk " ew
=en o | wwetfal Pl g e
trad Bt e * Bas 5 s ™
thisher, although & methads al
He mentn ftevadsedd the o
B ks slam feliliwta -‘. »
war unat e toa e I
- LR

i Ak o watsbing
®@asr teminded f something e
ol wlften meast sk, and -
he time ajgeating o ot .
Sitered it For e Bevt time

He Bels 1 vyou ashed tie
trwde Sage ¢ o . you !

He crontinged ¢ gare imt .
shadowsy yard, sad » 5 wile
fd L *

Na W marmered ot lam
almeont i & whisger. Thes, abhiue
iy iv'hﬂ- aihing a what, ¢
S, mas & burried velew M
Nage had caly penited me
hing woulds 't be o bardd. Dt Mo
et and | band pow what
te de I ) gt tars
and 1ol ) Heni s B grafter

" e » ' f And

\ By Edwin Baird

PART |
‘s
uf irae Henkel will say b never saw me in his
life—and, after all, | ean’t prove he is a grgfter.’
¥ Your word should be enocugh,”” said Mrs. AL
tott. *‘Hen, why haven’t you asked her?'’

‘* Beenuse, '’ answered Ben, ** | know she wouldn't
have me

LBt how can you tell, unless

““Well, mavhe it's hecause | haven't any gump
tion, Anyway,'' he added, clearly not cheered hy
the change of topie, ‘‘that hasn't anything to do
with this. Cas’'t you tell me what I'd bhetter do
about !

tENuppese said she, *“you Jook at it from Mr
Nage's viewpoint. Suppose you wege dealing with
a man whom Mr. Sage knew to he a scoundrel, and
suppose Mr. Nage knew of the transaction, would
vou ever foggive him—Mr. Sage, | mean—for fail
ing to wara you'!

. I don’t believe | would, Insfact, | know |
woulda 't uulhri v 've selved it I’ see him
tunight JEE
> Henee, as soon as his sister retursed, he got his
hat and set forth in the direction of the Sages’
home. Hut as he walked on through the warm sum-
mer night, hencath the starry sky, his mind was
weedpied, not with Sage, but with Sage’s lovely
daughter, Gertrude

The Sage home, & big house of red brick and
white stucco, stood in superh eminence on one of
Peoria’s many bills. Drawing sear, Bea bebeld, jo
the street helow, the head lamps of a motor ear,
which advertised the presence of a guest. With 3
touch of dismay he turned in at the gate and as
cended the winding walk which led upward to the
house & the feeling waxed stronger still wWhea he
fame W n sight of the bhread veranda. Thereon
sat the girl whe had bheen uppermest in his thoughls
for the last tweatly minutes and beside her sat the
mas agninst whom be had come to caution her
father i

‘Mr. Abbott, bave vou met Mr. Heakel '

Hean nodded hriefly to the other man, whe had
risen from his chair with easy cordiality

‘“We saw each other at the store today.’’ And
be thought of addiag, ‘*We alse met in Chicago
e, but he beld his toague

" Mr. Heakel, continged CGertrade, who evi
lently felt it incunibent upon her te keep the con
Tefpalivg go ‘““has invented »a marvellous com
pound for making gasoline. It's reanlly quite wos
derful Just think-—gasoline at oae cent a gallon’
At that rate everyhody could gffard to keep a me
tor. Do tell him about it, won't you, Mr. Heakel!

Henkel smiled at ber, a8 if in goud - satured pae
Tl

1t's st guite an accpmplished facl, you kaow
Bar | bave the formuld, and with suffcient capd
Yy He hroke off to address Ben, whe stoaod at
the tap of the veranda steps, a tall, stleat Sg%re
o The moonlight

L L B R T S S S —_——

“*Are vou mrerested g gasoline, Mr. Abbotr !

““Yen.'' said Ben U rietly S

There was, somehow, a certain significance in th
monosviable, but if lenkel noticed it he gave no
sign. Me spoke well and entertainingly of his
** great discovery,’’ withal modestly too. He seemed
1t some pains to convisee his hearers that he was

onreraed not so much with the fame and fortune
whick presently would acerue to him, as with the
tremendous benefit his *‘discovery '’ would confer
on mankind. He was a rather handsome young man
of the blond type, Tuferior 1o Ben in physieat bl
though better dressed and more polished in manner

Hen, leaning ungracefully against the veranda
railing, with nothing to suy, with his ears reddening
and e cious of it, felt suddenly Lig and awkward
and ungainly and altogether uncouth; and he felt,
also, that Gertrude was aware of this sharp contrast
bhetween him and the other man and that Be suffered
grievously in her estimation. More compelling, how
ever, than agvthing else was his smoldering anger
ut seecing her on terms of friendly equality with a
man whom he knew to be gn armast rascal ¥

Her parents joined them presently and, after au
uncomfortable period, he took his departure without
having mentioned what was b his mind.

His mother was still on the poreh when be ve
turned home. lLuey was in the living reom,
playing a late ‘‘rag’’ on the piano, He slumped
inte a chair, exhaling andibly. And thea, for a
while, the stillness of the night was unhrokea save
for the gentle creak of his mother's recking-chair
the syncopatéd sounds that came through the open
windows of the living reom and the crickets and
katydids in the moonlit yard. Finally Mrs. Abbott
Tasked ¢

“Ben, did you speak to My, Sage

‘“Ne,”” be answered absently, contemiplating the
silvery wnight with a disconsolate gaze. After »
pause: *‘Mother, we made a mistake in coming to
Peoria. [ wish we bhad staved on the farm. '’

Nhe pew then that his mission tonight bad becs
ushappy as well as unsuccessful. He invariably
spoke thus when especially discontented with con
itions in town, Murmuring as acquicscencs !
be had said, she glanced back to the time
some nine months ago, whes, following ber hus
band ‘s death, they bhagl rented a six-room cotfage
in Peoria and leased their farm to Philip Lukons
8 Uhicage man whe had rontracted the back-to the
sobl fever. This had been in direct oppesition o
the wishes of Ben, who, coming from a mee of
farmers, placed agriculture boad and shoulders
above all other pursuits, But Lucy's desire had
inclined “othernise; she had wanted to Jeave the
farm and live in & city, preferably Chicage AV |
Abbott, 1oo, had yadergone a change of sentiment
after her hushand 's death. Theretofore bappy with
roustey life, she had conceived a pessive dislike
for it, since her daily envircnment had constantly
summoned memories of her departed hushand. »
Hen, though disinclined to leave the farm, bad a«
cosded 1o their destires. His cae componsation thew
last nine months bad been the 100 fool garden plot
whick went with the Peoria pla
and whie®™™4n a2 gmall measure at
least allowed an outlet for the mais
ambition of his life—farming

Fereetving Mt was his wish o say

.

cothing of kis it o 1h Sagce
bhontm she turned the talk inte
snuther rhanne! Hen's min how
or, ance It was tahl f‘ Y
tain g i asily be
Beaglae « B! 1B
" _ ) Lheyla falk
“You're grng La
ren 't s, He A\l ehe Lol
at sttt of wist! ! 1
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. a1 1 -a '
Fetha B e g L
- M | Y »
Spifen » win by - wig
sflange that s f me .
Muther he cried, and sat
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