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ficicnt credit then there is something wrong 
with the banking system. It is such cases 
that need thorough investigation and The 

• Guide is prepared to assist in such investiga­
tion.

We arc anxious at all times to receive from 
farmers their actual experiences with hanks 
and other institutions, whether favorable or 
unfavorable We want to know whether 
these financial institutions are giving good 
service because such experiences are very 
helpful to other fanners We also want to 
know when they are giving poor service 
because with such knowledge the service out 
be improved Su<h ce is always
treate<! confidentially and the writer's name is 
not divulged without permission We would 
also extend an invitation to country bank 
managers to give us their side of the question 
for publication We should like to know of 
their difficulties with farmers and receive 
suggestions for improvement We will also 
be glad to receive from bank managers crit­
icisms or suggestions on the banking system 
or salaries paid to bank managers or a 
relating to improve banking ser\i<e Bank 
managers may write freely to The Guide on 

_ these questions, and their correspondence will 
* be treated in absolute confidence, whether for 

publication or oilier wise
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THE FARMERS’ PIATFORM
At the annual meeting of the Canadian 

Council of Agriculture in Regina last week 
the farmers’ platform, which was drafted by 
the Canadian Council of Agriculture in De­
cember last and which has several times lent 
published in The Guide, was discussed Since 
December it has been unanimously endorsed 
by the fanners' associations in Alberta. Sas­
katchewan. Manitoba and Ontario After 
careful deliberation the following resolution 
was approved —-

“It m a maître >J Ike uinxet alitlirtM le tk* 
Caaaetiae t'ownl el Agnruhure tkal ike pfeiferm 
formule I rd by il kee I r»a nnitnl a Ilk freer 
and unanimous!) adoptrd el ikrtr annual re*.

by Ike organised farmer» el all el ike

provint** représentai in its men.l.erehip, namely, 
l!i<.*e of Ontario, Manitoba. Saskatchewan and 
Aitierte, and that it has been well received also 
b> many of the dlisent of the town» sod ri'iea 

* of them pronom It ie, therefore, evident that 
there are large nuu.he» of people not only alien*?! 
the farmer^, but also in ihe urban renin» a ho a ill 

• * • l*fepnred lo give iheir support lo the |.nmi|«ira
enuni-iale»! in thu platform, once they have bien 
corrwtlv li.fom.e<| thereon

“Alt active propagainia of education thru tie 
pm* and by the driml.uiioo of literature will 
therefore he uiiiiéftakrn by Ihe council, aid 
atintlar action by‘them t* recon n ended to the 
affiliated amorutions with a view lo pulling tie 
various clause» of ihe plaiform clearly Leftre all 
the electors of the»* orovinres

“Wiiile the council ha* no intention of taking 
any panaian political anion, -r in any lenuu g 
Itself to an etlenipt at ihe fornation U » pen 
polt'nal party,’ or of aligning itielf with any 
emting party it ia of ihe opu ion that ihe lam era 
and others who adhere lo lid» plath rtn should 
every a here esert ll.eioeelvea lo eeeure t Le rebel Kin 
by all pen ICS if randideles for élection lo peril», 
ment who ere nledred lo the support of the- plat, 
form, and to faithful emteavor to give it efie... 
by legislation “

Fr«n this it it made clear that the farmers’ 
organization has no intention whatever of 
becoming a political machine nor of.organizing 
a third political party, nor of affiliating with 
any of the existing political parties The 
platform as drafted represents the views of 
the organized farmers and they propose to 
carry on an educational camfiaign in support 
of it They also propose to encourage farmers 
everywhere thruout the West to give their 
support only to such candidates as will pledge 
themselves to support this platform when 
elected to parliament The farmers in each 
constituency will 'take any political action 
they choose to secure the «election and election 
of such candide tee. but it is distinctly under­
stood that neither the Canadian Council nor 
any of the provincial associations anil engineer 

> al campaign If the farmers who 
believe in this platform «rill themselves de­
termine not to cast a vote for any candidate 
who will not support the platform they wrill 
be successful in electing a large number of 
candidates pledged to this platform at the 
next election Wherever there are now no

candidates nominated it would be an excellent 
and proper move for the farmers and others 
in that constiu ency who support this platform 
to call a convention and nominate their candi­
date as soon as possible. To be first in the 
field is a big asset in a political campaign 
V here there are now candidates in the field 
they should be given an opportunity to express 
their views on the platform. If they accept 
at and can be rehed upon, the victory is already 
practically won. If they refuse it. then it is 
time to nominate against them a candidate 
who will support the platform.

It cannot be impressed too strongly upon 
farmers who accept this platform that they 
should give financial support to the candidates 
who pledge themselves to it. Such candidates 
who give their time and energy should not be 
expected to pay their own campaign expenses 
Every fanner who believes in this platform 
und is supporting a candidate who believes in 
it can well afford to put up $5 or f 10 towards 

If thiscampaign expenses. If this platform is en- 
dation it wrill glean a «.tr ng of 

from $100 to $500 a year to every fanner in 
Western Canada. Surely it is worth advancing 
$5 or $10. or even more, in prosecuting a 
campaign to secure the enactment of this 
platform into legislation.

In a last Patriotic Fund campaign, t«reive 
of the largest manufacturers of war supplies 
in Montreal, where the greatest propotional 
percentage of this work is done, only con­
tributed $82.000 or about $7.000 each One 
company, the Montreal Ammunition Com­
pany. which has cleared over $3.000 000 since 
the war began, gave only $5.000. There were 
a lot that gave nothing Do are need con­
fiscation of war profits’

The German submarine campaign has de­
veloped to an even greater degree the «pint of 
British determination- It is Germany's last 
stand and she will be defeated as in all her 
other attempt*, even tho the coat will be 
terrific.
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