pt
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ness. Others cried, * Give me alsoa news=
paper.” It was already night when, amid
heavy rain and storm, I arrived in Bishewiller,
at the house of Father S——, Iwas an unex-
pected, but welcome guest, ‘as the good people
bhad rather expected to see me arrive as a sol-
dier than again as preacher. In Bicshwiller
lay many sick and wounded, German as well as
French. The next day I visited the lazarette
with Freach and German Testaments, Psalms,
&c. They were received with gratitude by all
but a few priest-ridden Catholics and Turcos
who could not read. But oh, what a sight!
here one dying,and there another poor mangled
one lying in the greatest agony; and yet it
seemed as if many a heart was broken, and
many an eye bedewed with tears. Oh that the
fruit of this war might be *‘ peace with God™
for many a heart. In the evening we held a
blessed service st Brother S.'s house. The
next day, having got the necessary leave, 1
tdok the railway to Hagenan. Before it start-
ed, a train bound for Paris, with Wurtemburg
iafantry, arrived, and these being my own
countrymen, I contrived to supply them also
with the Word of God. - In the afternoon a
train with sick and wounded from Metz and
Strasburg arrived.' In Hagenau the delay was
longer, and the time I made use of to get rid
of most of my books and tracts. It was now

" evening, and I wanted to reach Gorsdorf, near
Woerth, where the friends of Brother N. live,
and which is four hours’ distant.  So I set out
on foot, and passed through the forest (an hour
and a halt’s walk) by which the road leads,
Here night overtook me.  Through storm and
rain I kept getting nearer and neaver the bat-
tle-field where the blood of thousands had been
shed. A peculiar silence reigned on the road
and in the villages all along the way. Strange
feelings filled my heart, and it seemed to me
as if the whole district was sunk in deepest
mourning for the slain, and plainly showed
what had taken place during the last few days.
At last I reached Worth, and half-an-hour fur-
ther brought me to Gorsdorf. It being already
late, scarcely a light was to be seen in the vil
lage. Arrived at Brother N.’s, I was well re-
ceived, and it was midnight before he had re-
lated all that had lately bappened in their
village and its adjoining fields. Gorsdorf was
in great danger during the battle, aud had not
the German troops conquered would most like-
ly bave been reduced to ashes. In the district
the want is great; not only are the fields trod-
den down and maany families rendered house-
less, but the most have lost all their fruit,
cattle, and fodder. After commending our-

- selves. to God's protection, we retired to rest.
The next morning I continued my journey to
Soulz. In Merkwiller I visited another uncle
of Brother N——#-, saw the room where some
few years ago Brother Mann was taken pri-
soner for preaching, and, as the story was
repeated to me again, I thought that labour
spent on Merkwiller will not be all in vain,
From Soulz I took the military train back
again, in order that I might get to Wasselonne
in time to spend Sunday amongst the brethren
there; but owing to several bours delay in
Hagenau aud Bischwiller, the train did not ar-
rive at Vendenheim until half-past eight o'clock,
and then the question arose, Where to go that
dark night? The best thing seemed to stay
there along with some travelling companions.
~—But where? Vendenheim was full of the mili-
tary. One traveller entered the nearest inn,
and I followed, but we were told there was no
room, every place being filled with officers and
soldiers. -At last the landlord exclaimed,—
“It you like you can sleep in the hay-loft.
where last night several gemlemen were.”
We were agreed, and the porter lighted us up
the steps, telling us at the same time to take
care, as there were others also lying there.
Unfortunately there was scarcely any bay, and
it was with difficulty I found a little for my feet.
A package of Evangelists and my travelling
bag served as a pillow, and I thought of Jacob
who had only a stone fog his. With longing 1
waited for the morning, and then enquired the

- way to Wasselonne. Quite unexpectedly I en-.
tered the house of the brethren H—— at noon.
As soon as the brethren heard that Brother
Z~—— bad arrived, they inquired whether in
uniform or not? Tomy joy and surprise I
found the people of Wasselonoe livinz not less
quiet and disturbed in these troubious times
than if they had been in Germany. In the
evening we bad a well-attended and blessed
meeting. Monday noon I left Wasselonne
and went on to Ingenheim, to pay a visit and
preach the gospel there. ** We thought that
you, Brother W— and Brother B——, (lat-
ter at present Mobile Garde in Strasbourg),
would have to shoot at each other,” exclaimed
the people. Their joy was the greater that it
wasnot so. The following day I preached at
Melshein. Then on Sept. 14th I directed my
steps again towards the beautiful Rhine. The
railway not being in a condition to be used that
morning, I travelled on foot by way of Bru-
math, visited the wounded, aud left with them
the rest of my Psalms and **Warrior's Guides.”
Here and there by the way I beard it remark-
ed, ** That one also is a Prussian;” or, * You
are from the other side, are you not?”  Not-
withstanding this, in one village I was received
very kindly, and invited, when I came that way,
again to visit them. Reaching the Rhine
again, it was not without difficulty that I at
last arrived again at Lahr, praying that God's
blessing might rest on. the labours of the last
few days, and follow the distribution of His
own Word.

AMERICAN BOARD OF
MISSIONS.

The recent annual megting of the Ame-
riean Board of Missions was one of -e-
markable interest. The chief sessions were
held in the Academy of Musie, althouch
second, and even third, meetings were rin
progress at the same hour in different
churches. The attendance was exceeding-
ly large. There were not less than five
thousand de egates aud friends from abroad.
About fifty returned missionaries, including
their tfamilies, were also present. As
report after report was read of different
miseions, the living men, in many in-
stances, wl_xo had laboured and were still
-lz.ubounng In connection with these mis-
swons, were called forth and made short
addreesesfmuu. heroes, who had toiled
_iwenty, thirty, forty, fifty years in foreign
li?nnt:, lolnge th]:kGospel to those who had

. It was liké reading tk

“ Acts of the Apost;:sd;:'llbv:ihli b:):ek (l,l';':!,:ﬁ
men before you, thrilling the very soul.—
In. t!m manner the Madura and Ceyl,n
Mx-mn.s of India, the Gaboon Mission iu
PqﬂflOfla[ Africa, the missions in Persia
in Syria, in Turkey, and ia other countries,
were represented. ’

Representatives
the Micronesian Is

FOREIGN

lvve;e also present from
he ands in the Soun ’a-
cific, five thousand m;les beyond Suudi’r{n:-
:::. 11; Lhus.e ar-off' is.lu;,ds, where they
ve i nuu,l bul: once 1 the year, where

e Wissiovary’s wife was the only white
man, glowing aecounts were given of the
;;V}Dg Power of the Gospel of Christ.—
ut the interests in these reports culmina-
ted in the representation of the work in the
Sandwich Islands, The Rev. Mr. Coan,

ence to this mission. There were none!
lower or viler
ginping of his’ missionary labours a

| nibalism—although the way had been some- !
what prepared by missionary effort for the |
fifteen preceding years. He gave a simple, |
but wonderful, account of the great revival
in these islands, he himself, after careful |
and repeated examinations, baving baptized 3
seventeen hundred converts inone day. As|
he expressed it, the tears upon that occa-
sion were as plentiful as the water used in|
baptism. He received into the Christian |
Church in all twelve thousand, lacking|
forty ; and the converts remain. There is
no State where a larger proportion of the
population read and write. Schools, enter-
prise, civilisation in its highest sense, have
here followed in the wake of missionary
Christianity. The islands are Christianised.
The proportion of the population who are
Church members is larger than in the
United States or Great Britain. The
churches are supplied with native pastors,
and are self-sustaining. And the Sandwich,
Islands are now dropped from the list of
missions of the American Board, simply
because the work is done. They need no
further foreign help. The venerable chair-
man of the meeting, President Hopkius, of
Williams College, declared there had been
no such results following the preaching of
the Gospel since the days of the Apostles.
* A pation was born.” The veteran mis-
sionary was invited to come forward; the
immense assembly rose to their feet and
united in singing the hymn commencing,

How hesuteous are their feet
Who stand on Zion’s hill—

Who bring salvation on their tongues,
And words of peace reveal!

The effect was overwhelming. Old and
young were alike melted into tears, and it
seemed asif the duys of the apostles and of
the Holy Spirit's power had come again.
The converts of the Sandwich Islands are
missionary Christians. They are sending
native missionaries, two thousand and
twenty-five hundred miles, to islands of the
sea still in heathenism, and the apostolic
missionary goes back to preside over the
Missionary board of the Islands, and to die
among the thousands of his beloved spiritu-
al children.

After a thrée days harmonious session
the final meeting of the board was called
on Friday morning at the Academy of Mu-
sic. At an early hour the immense edifice
was thronged. Farewell addresses were
made by the President, by Dr. Buddington,
representing the churches of Brooklyn and
by several missionaries who were to go
back to their life-work. After singing the
hymn commencing,

Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love,

amid tears and prayers, the vast concourse
separed, to go to different parts of our owu
land—to Europe, Asia, Africa, and the is-
lands of the sea,— Christian Advocate.

Provincial Tleslepan.
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OUR LOCAL PREACHERS.

Is the sphere of the local preacher among
us as well filfed as it ought to be? Consid-
ering the work, of evangelization needing
performance within the boundaries of our
Conference, the fewness of the labourers
engaged in that work, and the large amount
of unutilized talent among our pious young
men, have we as many effective locdl
preachers among us as we might have
and ought to have? We certainly haye not.
There are hundreds of places within our
Conference but partially supplied with min-
isterial labor, in which the efforts of sensi-
ble, earnest local preachers might be ex-
pended with most useful result. And there
are hundreds of pious and fairly gifted men
among our members who might with due
care and energy on their part fill the office
of the local preacher with much acceptance
to the people and great benefit to them-
selves, who are doing nothing in a public
way to make known to othérs the secret of
the Lord which has gladdened their own
hearts. Very many of our Circuits possess
scarcely any local preachers at all. And
some of these Circuits are precisely those
that most need the preaching help which the
self denying local preacher is ready to af-
ford. How many cougregations there are
throughout the length and breadth of these
Lower Provinces that can be visited by our
ministers but once a fortnight, once in
three weeks and sometimes only once a
month, if so often. In some cases, there
are no public services held in the sanctuary
ou the Lord’s Day in the absence of the
minister. In other cases, in such eircum-
stances, a feeble attempt is made to hold
Sabbath.
But how poorly attended these are and for
the most part how feebly aud spiritlessly
are they not conducted!

public prayer-meectings on the

Public prayer-
meetings in their proper place are an in
valuable means of grace, and cannot be too
vigorously sustained. They areindispensa-
ble for the due cultivation of spiritual life
in the Church. But they canunot supply
the place of the preached word. In every
congregation within our Conference provi-
sion ought if possible to be made to have
the Divine Word expounded at least once
each Sabbath day. But such a provision
18 not nearly possible to usunless by largely
recruiting the ranks of the Local Brethren.
We have not perhaps one tenth as many
local preachers as we ought to have.

Have sufficient pains been taken by our
Church Ministry and general membership
together—to uphold and strengthen the or-
der of local preachers. Have we of the
ministry been accustomed to set forth with
the fullness and precision employed in the
old time in the mother land by our fathers,
the duty of the Lords people to consecrate all
their gifis to His service? Have we been ea-
gerly on the watch to discern amougthe young
meu that are strong in the ranks of our mem-
bership signs of the presence of the spirit and
the aptitudes which, if properly developed,
would render their possessors useful and ac-
ceptable local preachers? Have we cul-
tivated that deep and delicaxe/qmpathy
with the aspirations of zealous young men
anxious to take a share ip pulpit work, that
would seem patural in us apd necessary for
the maintenance of our work in all its
branches? Have we interested ourselves

;bﬁm his '-ife h‘d laboured thiny-ﬁvo'gl we ought in the improvement of the lo-
years among this people, spoke with refer-iey] preachers that render to us their valu-
he 2 able aid 2
5 BS8then at thw otlthl-nee td smstain this most necessa-

- <m—

Have we exerted, the full force

thet—addicked, as they wére, even to can-’ 1y clad of pfen' amog our people at large?

Have our people valued the services of
the disinterested local preacher as highly as
they ought to do? Have they taken just
and comprehsive views .of the services
the local preacher in our church is capable
of rendering, and of the pressing need there
is for such service beiug brought into re-
quisition? Have they risen above the silly
prejudices which among Methodists “ought

| never to find a standing place, against per-

sons engaged in secular business taking
part in the work of preaching? Have they
made due allowance for imperfections
which have marked some of the performan-
ces of local brethren, arising from unavoid-
ably scant preparation, defeetive educatio-
nal training or necessarily limited informa-
tion ? Have they sufliciently considered what
an important part the institution of the lo-
cal preacher plays in the economy of Me-
thodism in the land of Wesley? Are they
aware that in the Episcopal church in Eung-
land there is a strong current setting in iu

lay agency in subsidiary pulpit work?
Upon the whole we are strongly of the
opinion that the corps of local brethren
ought to be largely replenished to overtake
our work that lies undone oun every side,
and which without their aid cannot be ef-
fectively performed. And we are impres-
sed with the belfef that in estimating the
importance of the order of local preachers
great consideration is due to the fact that
according to the law and usage of Metho-
dism our regular ministry is recruited en-
tirely from the ranks of the local preachers.
This is an exceedingly wise arrangement.
It ought never to be violated. It rests for
its justification on the strongest and sound-
est reasons, into which, however, we can-
not now euter. Dut
our regular ministry is to be drawn from
the rauks of the local brethren, the succes-
sion will be badly kept up unless the insti-
tution of local preachers be fostered, and

it is manifest that if

anxious solicitude.
local

extended with the most
We want a large body of cffective
preachers that we may gather the very
cream aud flower of that body for the regu-
lar ministry, and having thus got the very
best material our church can afford, to give
it the priceless advantage of a thorough
training for the performance of full minis-
terial work.
J. R.N.

ENGLISH CORRESPONDENCE.

The course of the war— Change of public
opinton— Trouble in the North—Educa-
tion and School Board Elections.

Dear Mr. Eprror,—In closing my last
letter I referred to the strong hopes which
were being entertained of an armistice, and
the possibility of atreaty of peace following
in due course.

These hopes were premature, and much
disappointment, was felt throughout Eng-
Jand at the failure of the negotiations. Yet
in view of all the facts of the case it is now
seen that there never was much ground for
hope of snccess.

The Commanders of Paris insisted as one
coudition of an armistice that they should
be permitted to import food into Paris, suf-
ficient for the requiremetits of the army and
people during the period fixed upon for the
cessation of hostilities, otherwise time itself
would be placed in league with the Ger-
mans, and unless peace wags concluded the
expiration of the armisti@ would find the
beleagured people inflnitely worse off than
before. Withthem the great question is how
long their supplies will hold out, for so en-
ergetic have been the military measures
adopted, and so great the additional defen-
sive works around the Capital that they re-
gard their stronghold as quite impregnable.

It is evident that the German army has
found the investment of Paris a much more
formidable undertaking than was at first
supposed. The delay of so many weeks
declares this, or is a proof that the Prus-
sians are unwilling to attack the beautiful
city and ecommit an outrage which the whole
civilized world would probably condemn,
and which France never would forget or
forgive. Starvation and not bombardment
is thus the means which Count Bismarck
prefers and evidently means to employ.
Yet he is making sure work of his prey, for
fresh arrivals of troops, siege guns aud win-
ter apparel, and comtorts for the§troops pro-
claim the stern resolve of the invader to
to push the matter to a crisis and abase the
pride of the French people.

The armies which the French rulers have
recently raised are in better spirits, and a
few slight advantages have iuspired new
hopes in the hearts of the nation. But it
is said that immense bodies of Prussians
are nigh at hand, hasting on to deal with
those fresh levies, and secure jthe army
around Paris from trouble or menace from
without. Thus the old story has to be re-
peated to your patient readers, Mr. Editor ;
a story of fierce passion and sullen resist-
ance ; the awful carnage unstayed in parts
ot Frauce, and a tair city of millions ot
people, shut up to the horrors of famine or
bombardiuent.

There is a stroug change of feeling in the
minds of nearly all in England. At the
outbreak of the war the national sympathy
was strongly on the German side as acting
on the defensive in a most unjustifiable war.
But all danger to Germany has long since
passed away. France, the proud aggress-
or has been stricken down, and is bleeding
from a thousand wounds. It is felt that
quite enough has been done, and at this
point the conqueror should be satisfied.
England cannot do more at present in the
way of mediation, and so the sad tragedy
drags fearfully along. ’

Another cloud has arisen from the far
north, and Russia has occasioned very great
commotion in diplomatic circles, and in
fact throughout Europe, by putting forth a
manifesto claiming a right of her own ac-

the well-remembered Crimean war.

It must a humniliation to that powerful
nation to be so fettered in the Black sea,
and to have so constant a reminder of a de-
feat, and it may deem the present moment
of the deep distress and prostration of
France as most oppoituse for an attempt
to throw off’ those treaty obligations, yet it
is plain from Lord Granvule's despaich
that England intends to abide by the treaty
uutil all the signing Powers shall have been
cousuited, and determine upon its abroga-
tion.. . This is most unlikely in the;present
disturbed state of aftairs on the Continent,
and if Russia insists, more trouble must in-

favour of the systematic employment of

cord, to break the obligations entered into |
by the treaty of 1856, made at the close of|

evitably follow. It is not known whereun-
to this will grow, but it is another cause for
anxiety and for increased prayer that God
woulg guide né as a nation and give us peace.
In Home matters, your correspondent has
not much to report. The Education question
is just now prominently before us, in the
election of School Boards. In many towns
this matter is assuming nearly as much im-
portance as an election to Parliament. The
contest will be sharp in many places, apd
at present the results are very uncertain.

: The new mode of voging is by ballot, and

the voter can give to one candidate a num-
ber of votes.equal to the number which has
to be elected. This cnmulative vote is a
new thing in our midst, but it is thought
it will secure the rights of minorities, and
give a better chance to all parties repre-
sented at the School Boards.

The other noticeable feature is the im-
mense cfforts being made to get the sanc-
tion of the Council of Education for Denom-
inational schools, before the days of grace

| o ) - -
able form and size. There are also exten- *ween the truths of reason and the law of free- | take its part ia the work

sive caves in various locglities. A few of
these our party visited. The Walshingham
caves are generally visited by strangers aud
excite much interest. The largest one ex-
tends about a quarter of & mile in the earth.
The dusky guide leads the way along the
narrow path lightening up the sccue with a
blazing palmetto branch.

The flare reflected in the water aud the
grotesque surroundings make quite a ro-
mantic picture. The islands abound in
natural curiosities many of which the short-
ness of my stay prevented me from see-
ing.

Hamilton is a handsome town situated
on a Harbour of the name. The
surroundings are much the same as those
of St. George’s. Being a more modern
town and the political as well as the com-
mercipl metropolis it is more elaborately
laid out and contains some quite handsome
publi¢ buildings. Trinity Church and ihe
Mechanics Institute are fine specimens of

same

shall have expired. More cases are now
being pushed through in a few weeks than
in a year under the old regime. A large

empted from the rate and the School Boarid,
but must of necessity remain mainly under
the control of the clergy and the squire;
the Conscience clause being the only pro-
tection ; and that is a slight oue at best.
Our accustomed and auxiously looked for
mail from Nova Scotia..including of course
the ever welcome Provincial Wesleyan, has
ot arrived. It is unusally late. We hope
you and your honored fellow laborers in the
work of the Lord are all well, and that the
good work, reinforced by the arrival of a
few more laborers, will be signally and
abundantly prospered. B.
Nov. 18, 1870.

AN AUTUMN TRIP TO BERMUDA.

It is easier to pass through pleasant
scenes and-enjoy them than to impart those
gratifying impressions to another. A trip
to Bermuda and back has placed your cor-
respondent in that unfortunate position.

from the nearest land, and about eight

tumn tourists. Its comparative insignificance
had also lessened our interest in its character
and welfare. My own opportunities for infor-
mation had not been limited, and I had long
laboured under the impression that I pos-
sessed rather an accurate notion of the size,
appearance and general character of these
Islands. The reality, however, disappoint-
ed agreeably my most favourable prepos-
sessions. They were more extensive as to
territory, abounded in more picturesque
scenery, and exhibited everywhere more
refiuement and wealth than I had imagined.
The voyage was varied by all the incidents
which render “a life on the occan wave”
romantic, with nove of those which too
frequently destroy its comfort. '

The ocean has a beauty and grandeur of
its own most fascinating under such favor-
able circumstances.  With a commodious
and well-ordered ship, a variety of pleasant
fellow passengers, a fair mild breeze, and
a smooth sea, it is not surprising that the
voyage should have come too soonto an
end. The time passed rapidly and delight-
fully away. We left Halifax as the clocks
struck the hour of midoight. It was a
clear, frosty evening, and ** the nipping and
eager air” made winter wrappings decid-
edly comfortable to those who remain-
ed on deck to catch a farewell glance at the
roofs and spires of the receding city. In
twenty-fonr hours it was summer. One
after another new faces appeared above the
gangway until the regious between decks
were unpeopled and almost all were enjoy-
ing the fresh air and the wild ocean scenery.

Arriving at Bermuda which looked
strangely beautiful with its green hills dot-
ted with houses and signal stations crown-
ing the higher eminences, the attention is
first attracted to the remarkable hue of the
water. The coral bottom changes the
ocean blue into a rich emerald through
which we glide to our anchorage. The en-
trance to the harbor is by a difficult chan-
nel requiring an intimate knowledge of the
locality and great skill in navigation. To
those who saw them for the first time it was
an interesting study to watch the shores as
the ship threaded the varrow and devious
passage between the fortified bluffs which
guard the town. So completely land-
locked is the port that before entering we
can perceive no semblance of a harbour.
Suddenly however the most lovely panora-
ma spreads before us. It is the town and
harbour of St. George’s. The whole scene
is singularly beautitul. The semi-tropical
foliage, the curious architecture of the
houses, the boats passiug to and fro man-
ned by colored boatmen, the forts whose
gleaming bastions crowned the hills in the
rear of the town and many other interesting
objects were all scrutinized with admira-
tion.
cedar and flowers told us that we were in a
land of eternal summer.

St. Georges is the oldest town in the
Colony and was formerly its capital. I
faces the South and from the hills which
shelter it & most complete view can be ob-
tained of the whole group of Islands. The
scene from this point is very fine. Below
lies the town, its white roofs glistening in
the sun and the narrow crooked streets
winding among them in inextricable con-
fusion. In front is the spacious harbour
presenting a busy scene with the mail
steamers and other vessels discharging and
taking cargoes and numerous boats of all
kinds flitting to and from the pier. Beyond
stretches away tothe North West the chain
of islands with a carriage way winding
along their sides. All around in the ocean.
At some distance we see breakers rolling on
the coral reef through a passage in which
we had passed. In the town one is strack
with the cleanliness and order which every
where prevail. The principal buildiugs are
the Wesleyan Chapel, the Town Hall, the
Post Office and the Barracks. The whole
number of Islands is said to be three hun-
dred and sixty-five. But considering the
fondness of humanity to assign this exact
number to every group of any size of which
I have ever heard 1 should thiuk the cor-
rectness of that statemeut questionable.
The number is however unimportaut.
Theyv are strung along in a chain about the
shape of the letter S. From St. George's
at ope “extremity to the dockyard at the
other is about twenty-seven miles. The
roads are good and the scenery along them
is very pretty. The drive to Hamilton, the
Capital, is about twelve miles passing
through a varied and picturesque country.
A portion of the way lies along the north-

| The Goverament is now constructing an ex-
| pensive causeway to avoid the necessity of
| a ferry between thé two largest of the is-
{lands., This work will prove a valuable
, acquisition to the public works of the Col-
jony. The cost will for some time however
(form a heavy charge on the surplus funds.

ern shore and abounds in excellent views.

The coast is deeply indented with bays
and coves, Thesoft sandstone along the shcre
i channelléd in a thousand ways by the
waves and storms presenting numberldss

Situated in mid-oceau, six hundred miles |

hundred from Nova Scotia, Bermuda is!
| somewhat out of the general route of an-

Now and then the fragrant odour of |

{ Architecture and would adorn any City pn
| the Continent. The Hamilton Hotel, owned
{ :

[ by the town, is an excellent house where

uries the Islands afford. The attention
and thoughtfuluess on the part of the maun-

ager for all ones wants are well calculated |

‘m make the guest feel at home. For in-
[ valids particularly I should judge it the best
| house in Bermuda. The situation is ou a
{commanding hill in the rear of the town.
| It taces the -‘Olgl Here the guest obtains
[ uot only the codd and pure air but a most
‘um‘huu(in_' and extensive view.

On the Gpposite side of the harbour are
seen the villas and farm houses peeping
from among the eedars and oleauders. A
a distance rises the white tower of the
lighthouse said to be one of the best in the
world, the light upon which we saw thirty

ty miles from Hamilton by road but much
nearer by water. It i3 one ot the best
equipped in the Empire. The expenditure
upon it has been lavish, in many instances
too much tor the results obtained.
| floating dock here is the largest in the world.
| Here is also the old fort built by conviets,
a wondertul structure massive and forbid-
ding.  Wlale looking upon its moats and
towers I thought of the uufortunate prison-
ers who toiled away their lives under a
could
those

that pile which a modern iron-clad
batter down in an afternoon. In
days it was confidered impregnable. The
| best protection Bermuda bas against a hos-
[tile fieet consists of those reefs whose white
teeth would prove a more relentless f{oe
than the cannon of St. George. Without
experieuced pilotg and the aid of lights and
buoys no ship would dare to attempt an en-
trance. In case of a war in which the Im-
perial Government ghould be engaged Ber-
muda would become the most important n#-
val station in the world. After all the sce-
very, the forts or the curiosities of Bermu-
da will not form the chief attraction in the
eves of a stranger. Poetry has often been
called to portray the beanties which abouund
there. It seems the ounly appropriate lan-
guage. But there is a “culture and refine-
ment diffused throughout its society surpas-
sed by no country of equal extent in the
world. The moral atmosphere is pure aud
bracing. Education is fostered. Religion
well sustained. Religion is cultivated to a
greater extent than generally with us.
The number of newspapers for so small a
population speaks well for their taste for in-
formation. The soil amply repays the la-
bour of the farmer. Like Donglass Jer-
rold’s Australia ** Tickle her with the hoe,
and she laughs with the harvest.” Poverty
is almost unknown. The laws though de-
cidedly conservative are salutary and well
administered. Among the many blessings
with which Bermuda is favoured is that of
a scarcity of Lawyers which speaks well
for the latigious character of the population
at any rate. The working classes, mostly
colored, are the most intelligent and indus-
trious working people I have ever seen.
They are in all respects trusted aud trust-
worthy. Once only in seven years are the
electors ealled upon to exercise the fran-
chise. Solicitation aud bribery are never
thonght of. How different from the larger
and more enliglitened countries of the main
land ! Our winter is with them the season
of plenting and gathering. Among the gar-
den operations for January the Almanac
recommends, ‘* Plant potatoes, be#ns and
peas. Sow for carrots and turnips. Plant
out onions and cabbage.” FEor February
the farmer 1s told. ** Plaut @weet potatoes,
‘“ Sow oats and Indian corn,alco lettuce and
radishes.” Picture a Nova Scotia farmer
sowing oats and corn in February! It is to
be supposed that summer is  very warm
and I have no doubt but that a series of
Bermuda summers would enervate one ac-
customed to the North. Prices are general-
ly high. Daty on all imporfed goods is
ooly tive per cent advalorem. Canada can
surpass them in that particular at any rate.
For an invalid with pulmouary complaiut I
believe health is to be found in its breezes
if such a thing is ever possible. It excel-
lent society and lovely scenery also afford
oportunities for much enjoyment. You
will be pleased to learn that the Wesleyan
Ministers are labouring with great accep-
tance and that they are prepared to wel-
come additional aid in the work whenever
it may arrive. To auy one dreading the
approach of our severe wiuter.or sutfering
with ennut I can cordially recommend a
trip to Bermuda. T. B. F.

EDUCATION AND RELIGION.

We would earnestly commend the following
article, which we copy from the North Western
Christiun Advocate, to the thopghtful consider-
ation of Wesleyans throughout Eastern British
America. ‘The doctrines which it teaches are
just as important in our country as they are in
the United States : —

Could the history of Education he fairly
written out 80 as to exhibit its connections, not
only with the general progress of knowledge,
but also with the tepets of a sound philosophy,
and with the principles of immutable morality,
and with the annals of virtue and vice in <ivil-
ized communities, probably no one would feel
justified by the record in contending that the
scholastic training of the intellect is in itselt
an unqualiied blessing to society. It is ap-
parent that a class of mind in society, thor-
oughly trained by scientific study for profes-
sional duties, and at the same time faithless as
it respects the teachings ot religion, and utter-
ly regardless of the rights of conscience and
the general interests of morality, would be an
unmitigated curse to humanity. Their know-
ledge, their intellectual power and agility,
their keenness and shrewdness, would qualify
them to exercise an extensive influence for
evil, and would give them an unequalled ad-
vantage over conscientious and upright men
in the pursuits of business and in the contests
of life. Their power to do barm would Lave
to be estimated by their native endowmeants as
multiplied by their education.

Scientific and intellectual ‘edueation is not,
therefore, necessarily a blessing. Many voung
men have been ruined for life by their educa-
tion. - It. gave their minds a wroag direction

grottoes and natural bridges ot every conceiv-

miles at sea. The dockyard is about twen- |

The |

(blazing tropical sun in the coustruction of

dom in the philosophy of responsible existeace :
it ignored all spiritual relations, and it thus
precipitated the soul to the dead level of & self-
suflicient One mav study lan-
guages, mathematics, natural science, and con-
tinue his researches into special and profes-

materialism.

sional branches ot knowledge, and become pro-
found in scholarship and briliiant in intellectual
qualities, and yet have no faith in God, and no
'sound religious beliefs, and no high regards
for humauity, and no character worthy of re-
spect and admiration.” Dr. Young says, **
In his Chris-
tian philosophy, an infinite and intelligent
Mind presided over the universe. In his grand
fleld of thought and reflection, God in his eter-
nal glories and perfections was the central
object.  Many of our modern astronomers
{deny God a place in bis universe, and give the
awtul destinies of nature to the control of the

| undevout astronomer is mad.”

laws of toree, and >\ibjm‘l wan himselt to the
operation of principles that are supposed to
condition equally the phenomena of matter and
of mind.

the existence In their system of

proportion of the parishes will thus be ex- | visitors obtain all the comforts and |u!_:(houghl. Dr. Young 15 a fanatic whose imagin-

| ation runs wild with poetic funcies, and the
whole christian world 1s involved in the ua-
scientific delusions of a religion beneath the
| level of the wisdum and philosophy of the age.
| Moral character is simply an accident in the
| transcendental type of scientific infidehty. A
;mau may be a first-¢lass astronomer, and not
| have real character enough to occupy a res-
;pec(al-lr position in society. He may be an
| accomplished professor of languages. and scoff

politely and learnedly at the Christian religion,

.| and practice the morality of a rake, and per-

[pvnmh- offensive odtrage upon the law and
institution of marriage

{ We believe, now, that the time has fully
!come in our depominational history when we
ishuuld take a bold and firm position in favour
[ of Christian education, and make our influence
[ as a Church felt in the large circles of national
| thought, by building up on solid foundations
We make
: no application of our own views to our common

i school

our own institutions ot learning.
system. The commoa schools of the
| pation must for the most part be secular in
| character.
i them on the score of religion, is, that they
shall be governed by the principles of our
Christian civilization, that the Bible, as the
divine charter of the rights and liberties of
freemen, shall have its appropriate place in
their daily exercises, and that they shall be kept
intact from sectarian influence, and shall be
managed in harmony with our republican insti-
tutions. The children and youth who receive
instruction in our public schools, are, for the
most part, under the care of their parents and
guardians in the cirples of home and family
life. Parental teaching aud example, the in-
culcations of truth and duty in the Sabbath
School, and the precious influences of appro-
priate Sabbath obscrvances, very effectually
guard their morals and conserve their religious
well-being. The agencies of rehgion are thus
kept in operation upon them while undergoing
their tutorship in the common school.

Passing from the primary into the higher
departments of education, the child of necessity
leaves home for the academy and the college,
and the teacher must now take the place ot the
parent in the responsible work of attending to
the moral and religious interests of those com-
mitted to his instruction. The college, there-
fore should in the highest and best sense of the
term be a Chrisfian institution. It is not
enough that it should be organized on Christian
principles, and pay a formal deference to Chris-
tianized public sentiment in favor of direct re-
cognition of the truth of Christianity by some
general religious services. The college should
be an instisution of religion as truly as is the
Christian Church. Its faculty of instruction
should be as fully consecrated to the service
and glory of Christ as the Christan mini try
itselt. And no merely formal protfession of
Christianity, though combined with the loftiest
talents and the amplest scholastic attainments,
can fit a man for the high office of collegiate in-
structor. He should be thoroughly imbued
with the spirit of Christ, and bave his sympa-
thies and affections sweetly inspired with the
qove of Jesus, and bave the deepest conviction
of the nature of his voeation as binding him to
make bis pupils as earnest Christians as accom
plished scholars. The teaching and example
of Thomas Arnold on this subject support our
views with the authority of arguement and ex-
perience, and with the beautiful eloguence of a
noble Christian life. -

Such education can only be had in a Christi-
an denominational college. To gxpect it in an
institution under the control of the State, and
especially when its government is committed
to a board of regents elected by the people
through the tactics of political party organiza-
tion, is entirely out of the question. Method-
st parents should send their sons and daugh-
ters to institutions under the control and patro-
nage of their own Church, even if greater lite-

All we contend for in reference to

rary advantages attachi to secular. universities.
The religious well-being of their children should
be the governing consideration in their educa-
tion. Comparative ignorance and lack of cul-
ture in connection with sound religious charac-
ter, are infinitely better than the best scholar-
ship and the finest literary polish in connection
with rotten morals and gambling - propensities
and drinking habits. Tustitations like our own
where revivals of religion and all the wide-
spread agencies of living personal Christian-
ity, are expected to mingle frgely with all the
studies and processes of education and culture.
arelthe only institutions where Christian parents
can sately send their children for academic and
collegiate trainlng.

WESLEYAN MISSIONARY COMMIT-
TEE.

The black fog of Lord Mayor's Day
Wednesday, November 9, did not prevent
the mouthly meeting ot the Missionary
Committee. On the contrary, the attend-
ance was as large as usual, including Dr.
James, fromn Hull and, Mr. Moss, from
Sheflield, representing the country
members.  Among other matters ot great
interest there wag an application made for
a missionary to Portugal. The gentleman
who has built a chapel at Oporto, and has
endured much persecution in consequence
of his endeavours tp bring his neighbours
to a knowledge of the truth, eppeared in
person before the (ommittee, and  with
great earnestness urged his claim for min-
isterial help, aud otfered a guarautee of one
hundred pounds annually towards the ex-
pense. It is cause of regrettothe Mission-
ary Committee that the consideration of an
application so presented and sustained
should bave to be deferred in consequence
of the financial position of the Society.

It was with equal regret that the Com-
mittee postponed the appointment of a Mis-
siopary to Rome. But as they are expect-
ing Mr. Piggou’s report of his intended
visit to that eity, the subject will again
come under consideration.

These circumstauces will suggest to our
readers the necessity for prompt payment

as

in the outset; it broke up the connections be-
a ]

of contributions and for increased gifts to
the Missiouary Society. Is Methodism to

e —
- rk of spreading .
f::sizel umong all nations® The (‘nl:\ln}l‘:.
prepared 1o send forth he men whey

the means gare provided for .
port.
: Itis l_mp"xl that mavy fricuds of e N
ciety will take (his «]'\1\-'1‘“1'4\\ »
cratng some portion of their wealth
the Lord, and of exlil iting & due asppe.
ciation of the great work for Ch
souls in which the Society is
gage. ’
The noble contribution of one thousanq
pounds from James Heald, Esq..one of 1;I
General Treasurers of .\\
Rroy:med to the Committee, also an m]«“ij
L-mm\l contribution of five hundred |'\vm;i
for the same oljects from Miss Heald ;i\;
sister of Mr. Heald. The letter x\‘:nn\.
panying these noble contributions was re ,‘,g
to the Committee, and afforded grea ‘
m.‘!i'n.n. as well as by its reference 10 the
gratifying intelligeuce contained in the re
cent publications of the society, « "i‘\'c--\‘ﬂ
the * Missionary Notices” for the luun:ix )
Novempber.

We are permitted to give the letter
extenso, as follows :—

Lewr sup.

ot conse.

called o

e
the So¢ ety,

Satis-

ol

1

Southport, Nov. 7, 1870,

My dear Doctor,—I should indeed haye
beeu\glml o have atte vded the meeting of
the Committee on Wednesday, but muyg
still be satisfied with being ouly a looker-og
at the work doing by others. 1 am o
however, denied the privilege of wishing
you God speed, nor shariug in the joy of
beholding the pleasure of the Lord to p.m»
per in your hands. I have derived much
pleasure in carefully reading over the “ Mis.
sionary Notice” tor November, one of the
best, 1 thiuk, of the Society's recent issues,
and well calculated both to sustain and ig.
crease the interest which has been folt by
many in the missiouary canse in India and
Ceylon. All honour to the men whose et
ters in the November notice show they have
been ** baptized tor the dead,” and that the
Head of the Church is making his way
plaic anroug the nations, and putting his
unmistakable impress on their labours, |
hope to hear in due tine that the receipts
of the Society will compare favourably
with those of - former years, and particular-
ly with those of the two last. 1 do not see
how we are to move on aud maintain our
hardly earned position unless our income is
kept comfortably ahead of our expenditure,
and the Sociely’s debt finally extinguished ;
the latter will be a work of time, but the
Committee no doubt will be ready to take
advantage of any seasonable opportunity
that may offer for attempting it. I enclose
a cheque for £1,000, balf ot which may be
seasouably in hand to meet claims which
will come upon the Society in counsequence
of the deplorable and prospectively cou-
tinued condition of’ European affairs,and the
other half in supporting and extending our
missionary work, including its educatiousl
department in the East.  Pray present my
respectful compliments to the Commitice,
and, with kind regards to yourself and col-
leagues, believe me to remain, yours very
traly,

Janes Hearp.
The Rev. Dr. Hoole.

P. S.—Since writing the above, the pur-
port of which I had uot previously meu-
tioned to my sister, she has given me the
enclosed cheque for' £500 to forward to
you, and wishes it to be held by the Com-
mittee and applied in the same riaaner as
I have intimated for my own gifl

The Rev. Henry Wharton toch isave of
the Committee on his approachiug reiurn
to Cape Coast. At his former visit to the
Committee, a quarter ceutury ago, he
remembers to have seea Dr. Bunting, Dr.
Beecham, Dr. Hauvah, the - Rev. Jobo
Scott, Mr. Farmer, aud many other valued
friends of the Society who have Uow pass
ed to their reward. May those who re-
main work while jt is day !— Watchiman.

THE REVIVAL IN SWANSEA, ENG-
LAND.

———

TO THE EDITOR OF THE METHODIST RECORDER.

Sir,—I am constrained by a paragraph in
your last number, respecting the visit of the

v. R. Aitken to this town, to give you an
account or the work that God bas dooe and is
still doing here. Mr. Aitken and his two sons
were invited to Swansea by some of the clergy
who were very anxoius respecting the moral
and spiritval condition of the population, and
they came, and preached in the churches for
ten successive days. Prayers were read, ands
short address was given in the afternoon of the
work ; and in the evenings divine wonhié) began
by reading parts of uuf%ummination Service,
begiuniog with Psalm }i. A sermon followed
from one of the Mr. Aitkens, full of earnestness
and power. [ had the privilege of hearing
them on several occasions,and clearer,and more
faithful exhibitions ot the Gospel I have seldom
beard anywhere. The congregations were very
large, and were composed not of Church peo-
ple only, bat also of Methodists and Dissenters,
and an interest in the vital doctrines of Caris-
tianity was awakened jo the minds of very
many. ‘At nine o'clock each evening a prayer-
meeting was beld in the National Schoel-
Rooms, where four or five bundred people of all
ranks and classes met o coofess their sing, and
to plead with God for themselves and others.
I sttended most ot these prayer-meetings, snd
was asked by one of the clergy of the town to
take part in them, which 1 gladly did. The
meetings were not noisy beyond what was strict-
ly becoming. There was no attampt to get up
excitement. Addresses were given and earnest
appeal made to the comscience and the heart,
and then many were seen in different parts of
the room in deep penitence tor sin; aod every
night some entered into the hbery of the child-
ren of God, and exchanged the sorrows of re-
pentance for the joys of pardon. A selection
ot bymns had been printed, many of them frow
our own collections, and these were frecly dis-
tributed, so that the people could join, as join
they did, in the service ol Christian song. To
witness such meetings in connection with the
Eetablished Chureh was to me most eheering,
and no real Christian could do otherwice
than rejoice in the ygracious results which fol-
lowed.
But this is not all. ~On Sunday, Oct.
commenced & series of spucial services i our
own chapel, and nght after mght 300 or 300
péople were assembled 10 lisen 10 sermons and
addressess. and to seek, by prayer and suppl-
cation, God's mercy through Christ.  Such 8
week ef blessing I have seldom known. Every
evening the communion-rail Las been thronged
with pcnih nts, many of then yvoung people ot
both sexes, somne older persouns, and ecveral
ckildren.  On Tuesday night my esteemed cal-
league. Mr. .\‘X,Iqur'\-: preached with great
power on the conversion of the Plll}x»»;ylnﬂ
eunach; on Thursday and ¥riday evening we
were assisted by the Rev. J. Kirtlan, and of
the Pontypool Circuit—a thoroughly earnest
and devoted man : and no Sunday last the Rev.
R. H. Mole, of Horton, preached with effect.
In the afternoon the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper was administered, when a large num-
ber of the new converts aod others £‘hgh;¢J
their vows to Christ in that holy ordinance;
and the occasion I understand (for I was
preaching in the country) was one of deep sol-
emasity and of boly joy-
The services are continued this week, and
last mght (Monday) almost exceeded all the
preceding seasons of blessing. There came
down upon us _** the o’erwhelmning power of
saviog grace,” .and mauy moretmunl:lh:?:
joys of pardon. Sixty or seveuly names B
)l':yen taken of those who have been hopefully
converted during the week, and there are ot
many familics attending the chapol who l;ll‘j"
not “had to rejoice over one or more of their
circle who bave found the Saviour. I ".":’
with emetions of holy joy mixed ‘”‘b,‘";:’;”_
and fear, for I know there will be a little re-
action when the exeitement sabsides ;
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