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vague impression of his folly and guilt, andaconccp-l ““ Certainly ; they have been in the worll 1 very
tion of the existence ql"u gracious Being who had re-"long while ; we can go back to very early t\hﬁuncﬁ(
strained him from gnl. But in the deep retirement them, and these refer us to earlier ones stil] \},.!
of his cell, and during the heavy hours that passed|the learned have ndmitied them to he ge{,u',.,.\ ' Thes
away. he was led to serious thought and reflection on [could not have been written by other men for thiey
the subject of religion, aided, no doubt, by the coun- must have been clever men who wrote vhm’n work <
sel and suggestions of tiie excellent minister, who' and could not be unknown and deprived of thewr Fais
pever fursook him. At this period, an incident or-, fame.™ ‘
curred which fell in precizely with his state of mind,| Why? sqid ane of the company,” we have Just
and appropriated the powersthat had been so wonder- [all these grounds for believing the Seriptures 1t b
fully preserved, in a direction that could never havethe work of the parties who are said to have writer,
heen anticipated. them ; so we must take ull or none.”

A benevoleut Dnglishmen, at that time in Paris, The young man wus silent
struck with_ the ungudlﬂiucss of the ;»]uco,‘_nnl! anxious| ¢ ‘Then Sir, it secms pretty clear the hooks ar
todo \_\'lmt in him lay for (hf‘, r(.'mn‘t'nl ol 1t, suggested "eenuine. what sort of persons do you suppose thew
/10 & piouns friend the expedient of translating ane of authors to be?  Were they bad men 3
our most popular works against deisin and infidelity f “They might be,” said he, “for ausht | know.
into the Frenchlanguage, for the purpose of grmitui-i ““ But couid bad man be the authors of such u sy~
tous distribution, intending to defray the expense:tem of morality [ believe vou can mention no vie:
himself of a small impression.  But a transiator who ! which they huve not reprobated in the severest terms.
understood hLoth lunguages suffiziently well to be nor any virtue which they have not placed in the
faithtul, and yct spirited and elegant cnough to please | clearcst and most uttractive lisht. Were they i
a Parisian ear, was a greatdesideratum.  Our young ! pious fingers which drew such a portrait #”
prisoner was immediately thought of, as possessing,| ¢ Well, they mieht have been very good sort of
in an eminent degree the requisite qualifications ;' men, and eopicd their system from other works."
while the work .itself, it was thought, it it could en-| < But. if good, they were inspired. for they declar
gage his attention, would agreeahly heguile the re- they spake and wrote as they were moved by the
maining period of his confincment. He canght at; Holy Ghost : under the teachings promised them by
the proposal, and entered into it with great ardour, 'their Master.  Now, it is incompauble with the cha-
but, at the same tiine with the greatest seriousness. ' racter of good men to lay claim to so high amare,
The reading of the book repeatedly over. for the if they were not fully assured of its truth.”>
purpose of making himself well acquainted with it,| + Oh, they are a set of enthusiaste. ™’
ere he began to trauslate, was attended with the hap-1 < Pray, Sir, what is enthusinam "
piest effects. The doubts that had linzered in '“-"' “ Why,—it i3 a heated imagination, a sct of wild
mind, of the authority of revelation, fled like vapours \ipe herent notions ; and this 15 what they have ut
before the rays of the morning sun. His lnbournow | .roq » ’ ’
became his joy. ‘T'he translation, when finished, be-| B hat | s to de. Sip. with thie facts whicl
ing shown to competent judges, elicited the warmest! u; il ;‘fl"t!“‘_.l'n i O’l. ¥ “: ;I. ,:.{ v : l"( ;
approbation ; and a society in this country for assist-| iey re nte . _t‘l“t tusast ¢ ”,'1,“1 o i-‘r-‘l N "ll ';a; !
ing in the distribution of religious works being "p_,e)(,:-x,ledrs, touxi : '"_“'"‘"»"l L HEY 4 (J e W ;"_ 'l.. ey
plied to, by the friend already mecntioned, to aid in3*"W 'f"":d ‘“"‘ felt 3l‘-mdl tc'm‘;;."gu‘u l";('“",‘_“l i
the distribution, generously consented to patronize :x{‘;'".”’ :‘0.’ txe‘ MG ”hl ‘_L—Vl I ‘“l‘ e ,"“l".‘; Il'; o
large edition of it for that purpose. ‘I'he youny trang- | [1¢0 their author '"“?l-'“_‘ (-:l e ”_'."."_l:! b el
lator has craved permission to write a preface cx-".'.'fl"“l'}“?:' LPUC BN LG LOTistIin, VERLLRGNE L it
pressive of his own convictions and gratitude, and ap- Flsis :_e. ) o )
pealing to individuals of his class, on behalf of the| ““"Well; he hal his own opinions, he did not wish
claims of inspiration. I'he effects of this work, who 10 press the subject further, nor to be so obtruded
shall race 7 Who can tell to what noble ends, lhe;”“ﬁ compauny,
existence thus preserved by the recollected fragments, **Nay, young man, you ought to he ingenuous: yor
of asingle discourse, may yet be applied 7 How won- ought to own you were wrong. You have taken npon
derful is God in counsel ! how mighty in working ! you todetermine concerning a mattter which vou have
“There nre many devices in a man’s heart, but the not explained. Why not yield to convietion © Aban-
counsel of the Lord, that shall stand, and He will do don scepti¢al modes of thinking ; they have adiree

all his pleasurc .”>— Enrlish Periodical, Nor. 1837.  |tendency to beget captiousness and coneeit o to des-
' _— "troy whatever i3 candid and generon<an controver
Couxv . - Sk 1 I'sinl warfare ; to lead the mind to view questions ol
’ pnrgO.\(:f‘EE;,:.iT;"?:n ;"r;:'l)‘l: \u \(‘))l:i:'L'll;;'I‘;lhf\T'lls(i;r(l)ldu:: ; great and acknowledged interest toour w hole species.
ced );hrcwd well d (nh’(l { xj:liabl"e ; ‘hul t; irofessed | with coldness, apathy, and distrust. Inoane word
sceptic 1 1 i A  ihe o "l*' N ‘the general and most valunble of our mental prine:
“ceptic ! He had engaged a part of the circle in e | les, become paralyzed:and enfeebled Ly a constan
delails of the objections against Scriptare. How ! Labsit nf ftivalomns dnbting aud uinule Gsfinjausses.
unlikely the story of the temptation, the unicersal| = "o degree of evidence requized 1o produce firn
larkness at the crucifixion, the dead coming out oft and internal conviction, on sulyects of v.tdd impor
their graves into the city, &c. ! Embarrassment| . "."
sat in the fuces of some, while others were endea-j’ ’
vouring to make the account appear to be very pro-
hable.

I found it neccrsary to expose him. : _
doubts, then, Sir, respecting the Christinn Revelation; selfishnens, fury, caprice,
Way [ agk the ground of these doubts, and to whatiﬁrcln':nuls, arrows, and ¢
parts they refer 2 *“ T'o the whale,” he replied, morals but hLis feehings ; abusing the o
with a sniile of apparent satisfaction and confidence.  to the digsemination of, not merely objections acam-

“ Nav, but we must descend to particulars. Dol Christianity, but ot the most heentious and prothigat

you doubt whether the books of the New Testament principles. Doddridge, all purity . mildness, meeknes-

Were written by the persons whose nanes lhcy|uud love ; ardent in hi;s gouod \nll_mn;ml .o, the
bear,” triend and counseller of the sorrowful @ re culur. caln
“1do.» Icunsistcm : disp(:nsiug truth by his I.:llmurs and -
“D i ‘orks whi ritings ; living, not for himself, but for the cotnmnor
0 you then ve that the works which are|wri ; o1 ;
] en mlives i he sacrificed his health aud hiv.— By

aseribed to Cicero and to Virgil, were written by good to which
thew. ™ Wilson.
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