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THE CATHOLIC RECORD.

Bacred Hoart Review.

TME TRUTH ABOUT THE CATHO-
LIC CHURCH.
BY A PROTESTANT THEOLOGIAN.
COUXXXVILL

As 1 have said, I propose from time
to time bringing up arrears of the Rev.
Issac J. Lansing's book, “Romanism
aad the Republic.” I have dicusred
the most of it, but there are matters
still left in it worthy of attention, al-
though they will be found rather dis-
jointed. It is humiliating that so futile
an affair should call for so much notice,
but in our democratic soclety it is pre
ecisely such books that do the most harm.

Un page 24, speaking of the Roman
Qatholic Church, the author says: “lts
Readship is at Rome ; the ruler whom it
regards as infallible, who presides over
and directs it with absolute authority,
is an Italian by residence, a Roman, and
a foreigner.”’

Here we have the insinunation which
perpetnally recurs in the writings of
this class of men, that it is disloyal in
the Christians of any country to obey
any ecclesiastical authority outside the
beunds of that country.

Of ccurse this principle is wholly in-
consistent with Christianity. The Gos

1 is secumenical, not national. It in-
vites all men and women thioughout the
world to be fused, by baptism, into a
holy brotherhood. The affairs of this
brotherhood, as St. Paul says, do not
eoncern its members as Jows, Greeks,
Seythians, Spaniards, Americans or
Kaglishmen. They concern them only
as Christians, Therefore the delibera-
tious of such a brotherhood. touching
doctrine, life, polity, discipline, admin-
istration, missionary exteunsion, or its
general acts and ministries for carrying
out these aims, are wholly indepandent
of civil boundaries, or ¢ivil authorities.
Whoever says otherwise is not a Chris-
tian.

True, the provincial deliberations of
the Church usually, and naturally, fall
within national bounds. This is an ob-
vious convenience, but it is not an obli-
gation of principle. Christians who
meet each other continually in the
aflairs of ordivary life, of course gain a
graater facility in discussing together
she affairs of the spiritual life, not to
speak of the barriers interposed between
mations by difference of language.

Christisnity, from the beginning,
has accommodated itsell to this princi-
ple, not as being bound to it, but as
flnding everything to say for it, and
little or nothing against it. As the
provincial authorities met in the me-
sropolis of each province, 80 did the
bishops, and the metropolitan bishop
naturally became the president of the
provincial synod. In like manner,
wider political regions, giving to their
governors higher political rank, gave

republicanism, an establishment for
equality of tie churches, proscription
of certain bodies for religious liberty,
censorship of the press for freedom of
speech. In short, they incur no penalty
by endeavoring to indnce the nation to
turn itself out, to become a new Amer-
jea, antagonistic at every point to the
Ameriea of Washington's time.

Yet assuredly such men are disloyal,
not legally, indeed, but morally and
politically. They have a right o live,
and do business, and even to vote, bat
certainly they ought to be kept out of
office as dangeroas revolutionaries.

Yet to such a piteh of effroutery have
they arrived, that they not only obtrode
their disloyalty as the very type and
model of pure Americanism, bat they
actually denounce, as ** guilty at least
of constructive treason,”’ those who
avail themselves of the franchise secured
in the national Coustitution by acting
as members of an cecumenical church.

To such a pitch is their hostility to
American principles carried, that they
not only endeavor to nullity the Con
stitution, but endeavor to reintroduce
into our system that odious thing, Con-
structive Treason, which the Iathers
have so emphatically expelied from it.

The Constitution says: *‘* Treason
against the United States shall consist
only in levying war against them, or in
adhering to their enemies, giving them
aid and comfort.”’

Here, we see, Treason is rigorously
confined to two overt acts, the second
of which is impossible without the ex
istence of the first. Constractive
treason is utterly disowned, and to try
to reintroduce it is as distinetly wicked
as to try to introduce the Spauish In-
quisition.

Lausing says that the Pope governs
the Church ** with absolute authorivy.”’
We will consider next how far this
statement is true, and how far untroe.
There are men, and here we have one
of the lower and shallower sort of them,
whose minds are so thoroughly impreg-
nated with the spirit of religioas malig-
nity, that they could hardly so much as
say that the Pope is the Head of the
Roman Catholic Church withount giving
vhe saying a twist that would turn it
into a falsehood.

CnArLes C. STARBUCK.

Andover, M 1ss.
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FEAST (F THE PURIFICATION:
CANDLEMAS DAY.

The joyful Christwas and New Year
season may be said to last till Janoary
ends and one is loth to part with them
even then, but time must run on and
with its course come the arniversaries
of those different mysteries that at-
tended Oar Lord's life.

The first is that which we celebrate
on 2ad of February, when we commemor

to the bishops of the greater capitals
higher ecclesiastical rank and authority.
Phe metropolitans of Constantinople or

Antioch or Alexandria thus became
Patriarchs.
As urban life was much less pro

mounced in the West, the Church has
never found it 8o eaxy as in the Hast to
accommodate ecclesiastical to civil rank.
Taus |ondon was kept subordinate to
the small town of Canterbury ; Edin
Burgh to St. Andrews. Paris did not
become an archbishopric until 1625, and
even then long ranked below Lyons.
Madrid is not even now an archbish-
epric, and has not very long been a
bishopric. 1n Italy Salerno is a higher
ses than great Naples. The Hungarian
primacy is rested in the petty town ol
Gran, while Bada Pest has not even a
®ishop. Yet, having due regard to his-
torical right, the Church endeavors,
sooner or later, to give higher episcopal
rank to the greater cities.

One thing 1s true: bishoprics, and in-
deed archiepiscopal provinces, are al
most always kept within the hounds of
the same nation. [t is a rare exception
to find a diocese like Breslau, crossing
mational bounds, a i resulting from
the vicissitudes of conquest.

Thus we see that as concerns the sub-
divisions of Christendom, as reprosented
in its most extended body, nationality
is held io caretul regard. Yot where
the more effective administration of re-
ligious interests requires the over-
passing of national boundaries, there is
mo obligation of Christianity, and no
prerogatives oin \tionality whieh should
gorbid the Charch to overpass them.

The right of the Catholic Church, and
of every denomination, 1o observe or
megloct national boundaries, at its ab
soluto diseretion, was, tor the first time

ate the Holy Family going to the tem-
ple the first time after the Lord’s birth
to falfill the Mosaic law. They were
not under the law and yet they ob
served its provisions. Hence the Imma-
culate Mother fulfilled the law of puri
fication—the King of Kings consented
to be presented to man, and to rest in
the arms of the High Priest—aud all
this to teach us who are necessarily
under the law and the rule of those in
authority that we are to obey readily
and cheerfully, and ever to accept un-
complainingly that which constituted
authority demands, Our Lord said He
came not to destroy the law but to ful-
fill it, and this is exemplified in this
visit to the temple.

Mary was no less pure because sub
mitting to the law of parification, vor
was Our Lord any less God because
yielding to man in the exactions of men.
Nor should we forget that these very
condescensions on the part of Our
Divine Lord and His Blessed Mother
ware fulfiiling the law and will of God,
gince these old Mosaic laws were what
God had tanght the law-giver to teach
the peopleand to insist on their observ-
ance.

Holy Simeon rejoiced to see the
Divine Child and broke out in the ful:
ness of his joy with the words, ** Lord,
dismiss now thy servant, for now mine
eyos have bebeld thy salvation which
Thou hast prepared before the face of
all people.””  ** A light has come to the
nations and a glory to Thy people
Israel.” It is this light we rejoice in
to-day, and the candles blessea on the
Purification typity Him Who is the
Light of the world and the salvation of
all who believe in Him. Let us renew
our faith in Oar Lord as the Light
which iy ** the true Light that en-
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When this Lausing, and othee men like
him, have clamored that the Catholies
were violating law by ealling clergymen
from abroad urder an
support, the Supreme
United States has that it is
dishonourable to Congress to imagine
that it can ever have meant to interfera
with tue natural right of
bodies to call their pastors
where in the world.

Lausir g, therefore, and such men, are
not good citizens. They are Ameri-
eans, indeed, but not true Americans.
They are doing their feeble best to re-
wver+o a principle which is solemnly pro-
elaimed in our national charter, and
which has beceme the very breath of
eur national life.

I do not mean that they are amenable
to law for this contradiction of true
Awericanism.  They are  secured
against that by a principle which is
equally fundamental, that of freedom of
speech. 8o long as they do not incite
to violence, or to lewdness, they have a
legal right to say whatever they will,
about whatever they will, They may
try, if they can, to persuade their
eountrymen to substitute monarchy for

agreement as to
Court of the
doclared
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from any

|
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lighteneth every man that cometh into

FIVE-MISUTES SERMON

Toird Sunday After Epiphany.

'HE INGRATITUDE OF CHILDREN,
Brethren : owe no man anything.— Kplsils of
the Day.

We are all debters, brethren, for we
all have some accounts to settie ap.
There are debts we shall pever be
able to reieem, debts that are just,
pressing, and lasting as long ax we are
in this life. Such, for instance, is the
debt we owe to God.

The fact of his having created us, of
having brought us out of nothiog, of
having given us immortal souls imaged
after Hinself, would alone put us vnder
the gravest obligations t» Him ; bub
what is that eompired to the debt we
owe God for having redeemed us aba
nameless price, by nothing less thao
the Precious Blood of His own beloved
Son ; and, furthermore, what is all
this in comparison with the debt we
owe God for our sanctification, for the
priceless gift of His Holy Spirit dwell-
ing within us, breiking away the mist
of error and ignorance that clouds our
jntellecss and nides from oar vision the
eternal trath ; that gift that endows us
with strengeh and foritude, with the
courage that comes fron conviction,
with the power that mikes us teiamph
over every weakness, every unruly pas-
sion, every snare of our encmy the
devil, over every thought, word avd
action that makes us unworthy of son
ship with God, brotherhood with
Christ, aud the heritage of an eternal
crown ?

This debt, dear brethren, is in gen-
eral obvious enough ; bat, while wo re
eoguize i , how often do we tind in our
experience that wen neglect, aud
sbamefully neglect, debts that ave de
pendent on atd derived from the debt
they owe Alwighty God ; men who
nezlect debts that are as grive and
binding as those which are due to the
God from whom thay are derived !

Now, brethren, if there is avy ivjos-
tice in this world more flagrant than
all others, more w rthy of coudemna
tion aud detestation, more certain of
the visitation of Cod, it is this : the
neglect of our duty to our parents.
** QOwe no man anything.!” Do wo owe
them mnothing? Do we owe them
mueh ? Is there a time in our lives
when that debt is not binding ?

Ah ! dear brethren, and what do we
see in the world about us 2 Ingrati-
tude, the vice of monsters, forgetiul-
ness of ties that are nearest, dearest
and holiest. Young men, growing up
into adult age, who, iu their vaiu seek-
ing after pieasure, become so blinded
to duty, so debased in their appetites,
so completely transformed into the in-
carpation of selfishness, as not only to
disregard the law sf God, but vhe very
instinets of nature—sons who would
rob and starve their parents to satisiy
their mean and low appetites.

The ingratitude of children to
parents is a crying sin of our times.
Let us be alive to it. Let the young
men and women of our day remember
that they are bound to satisfy these
grave and serious obligations ; that
they are not to heedlessly put them-
selves into any state that will deba®
them from redeeming the debts they
owe, from recompensing for all the
care, toil and money expended upon
them.

“ Owe no man anything.” Take
heed of this warning alvo, all you who
contract debts without the slightest
hope of paying them ; see to it that
the ciothes you wear, the food you
eat, the pleasures you indulge in are
paid for ; see to it that they are not
purchased by the labor and money
which belong to others. You who live
in flne houses, who keep yourselves
in costly array, who deny your
selves no pleasures, however extrava- |
gant, take heed ! Whose mouey pays |
for it ? Can you stand up and with a
clean heart proclaim that this is
honest ? As you sit here to day, do
the words of the Apostle offer no re-
buke to you, do you not feel their
sting ?

O brothren ! let us be sparing in
our debts ; let us owe no man anything. |
The man without debts exalts himsclf |
in the eyes of his fellow men and
secnres for himself a good eonse ence.

THE CHURCH IN GREAT BRITAIN.

The Baglish Catholic Directory for
1905, which has jost been issued by
Messrs, Burns and Oates, shows the
pumber of priests in Great Britian to be
3 704, as compared with 3 711 last year,

the world ' and resolve to be lights
unto others by the rdfleetion that will
come into oar souls by walking closely
in the footsteps of Hlim Who bids us *'so
let oar betore men that
seoing it, octhers may be led to gloryily |

Lignt shinoe

the honor and the happiness of holding

| Lur Lord but for alew minutes, and
how great his joy and the enthusiasm to
which it gave vent, It is ever ours to
receive Him into onr hearts and souls,
and thereto receive Him freguently
yes, oven daily, if we strive to be per-

\ fort and keep Him always the guest of
our souls,

Let us avail ourselves of this greatest
of privileges—and profit by the graces
and blessings it will bring—blessings
to mind, to see and know God better :

| blessings to the heart that we may have
all that hearts ean erave, to love
and be loved in inseparable union. Bat
for this we must have humility like Our
Blessed Mother, and, above all, have
purity of mind, heart and soul that will
make us acceptable to God, and worthy
to have Him come to us and make Him
gelf known in the temple of our rouls.
~Bishop Colton in Oatholie Union and
Times.
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Power does not exempt men from
burden. The most unhappy beings the
world has ever known have worn che
purple and sat upon the highest
thrones.— Rev. H. E. Robbins.

the increass being chiefly amonpust the
regulars. The number of churehos,
chapels and stations, which was 1954
last year, has now, for the first tine
since the ** Reformation,’’ tonped 2 000,
the exact number being 2 003.  West
minster |

Feels of the Society of Jesus, o
roll-call of thirteen.
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LIQU0R AND TOBACCO HABITS

A, McTAGGART, M. D , C. M,
75 Youge Strect, Toronto,
References as to Dr MoTaggart's profession
al standing and porsonal integrity vermitted

by :
8ir W, R. Meredith, Chief Jusiioce
Hon. G W, Ross Premier of Ontaric,
Raov. John Potts, D. D, Victoria Coliege
Rov. William Caven, D D, Knox College,
Rev Father Teefy, President of St. Michael's
Oollege, Toronto,
Right Rev. A Sweatman, Bishop of Toronto
Hon Thomas Coffey, Sonator, CATHOLIO
Rrcorn, London.
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A COMPLETE BREAKDOWN
Had no Strength, Heart was Weak,

CURED OF RHEUMATISM

AT THE AGE OF 80.

About two years ago I had an attack of Rheuma.
tivm in my ehoulder, which caused me consfder-
able pain’ in my neck
swollen ven to the enda «f my fingers,

and my arma were badly
The pain
pussed 10 my oiher shoulder
and I suffercd 8o terrib'y 1
could hardly turn over in
my bed and conld not put on
my clothes without wread
{fiully, I wastroubledin
hig way for some time until
| waw the Vitae-Ore ndver
gment, “You Ate to B>
ne J udge.” Luattracted my
atwntion and 1 read it sond
read the tesimonisls of
people who had used Viia
O+, and 1 eame Lo the con
clusion that i exacuy suited
Before t

Viae
tor which I am very thapkful. 1

a1tk non my ¢igh leth aoni.
0. ¥ BUELL, M. pominee. Mich.

Could not Rest.

ears 1 was troubled #ith a complete break.
ing down «f the system
tirely and 1 waa -
as though I had not sirength
beart was o wenk it reemed as though it woud

My etrerg h 1ofl me eu
s weak as a child, often teeling
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stop brating. and my family
was afrald [ would die of
heart fod ure. 1100k a greak
den! of msdicine, bui none of
it did me any good WAR
alwsys =0 tired and could not
+vsl and of'en oried wi'h
weakness, | boughta medi-
¢l electric baitery, and al
thoush it gave me some
relicf it wa=only temporary.
Vitao Ore weas then brought
to my notica by an advertise
ment. 1 have used it now
for three montha' time and
caanot prase I8 curative

powers 100 highly for I am nowsir'ng and feel
batter than ever before in my life.
dome sll thia for mo and I will always be ready Lo
gpenk highly of thie remedy.

MRS JNO, E. DAVIS, Box 373, Parry Sound, Oat.
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