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musician.

When he saw the old man playing
the violin the listener was more bewil-
dered than before. He saw, and could
not belleve ; for his ear told him more
positively than ever that those could
not be the sounds of a violin, had a le-
glon of katydids been put into it. He
stepped forward, and was at last com:
pelled to admit that it was & violin, but
one made of tin—whence those unusual

tones.

He looked, listening, when the old
minstrel stopped to search his pockets,
from which he at last drew & plece of
rosin, upon which he rubed his bow
vigorously, preparing probably to
make use of all his means to please the
one genuine auditor who had just
come, and whose attentive air and be-
nevolent smile caused him to hope for
a few carlini—the first that day, alas !

But, just as he was about to replace
the instrument under his chin, the
stranger stopped him and said : ** Par-
don me, my friend, but what is that 2"

“ Why, it's & violin, as you can see,
Signor !" answered the other, some-
what hurt that any one should fail to
recognizs it.

“Yes, to be sure,” continued the
stranger, who understood the thought
of the old artiet, and did not wish to
wound his teelings, **it is a violin, but
—an extraordinary one ! Will you al-
low me to look at it ?”

The old man handed it to him, and
assumed the dejected look common to
old paupers, when you ask them for
anything, withou! emphasizing your
request by putting your fingers into
your vest pocket.

After having turned it over, in or-
der to examine it on all gides, the
stranger sald to the old man : ‘‘ How
did you get the notion of having a tin
violin made ?"—for it was unmistak-
ably made of tin.

‘i Papa made it!” proudly spoke up
the little boy.

‘'Yes,” answered the old man at
last, ** it was the child's father, my
son, who made it.” Nor was this said
without a touch of pride.

« Ah !” gaid the auditor ; ‘* but what
gave your son the idea of making you
a tin violin ?" he repeated.

'l tell you,” replied the poor man
sadly. ‘‘My son is a tinner; he has
seven children, and his wage is only
one scudo a day. Oae scudo,” said he,
sighing, is but little for ten persons:
he, his wife, the children and myself
(for he never would hear of my going
to the poorhouse),and 0 we were poor,
so poor that I otten thought of golng
out begging, since 1 am too old to
work upon the quay—but 1 was
ashamed.” He was silent for an in-
stant, and then continued : ‘* Still,
long ago I had learned to play the
violin, and many a time have I played
for the merry dancers ; and I said to
myself that if I could only get an in-
strument, 1 could play in the streets,
and bring home a few carlini every
evening. But bow can one buy &
violin when one has no money to buy
bread ! And yet, I had spoken of that
so often that my Gluseppe, who i8 a

good son and a good workman, and no
tool, began to make one for me out of
the worthless clippings about the shop
of his employer. He musi have been
a month at least making it, for mak-
ing a violin i8 no easy job, you see !
At last he succeeded, and one evening
he brought me—"

“Yes, I understand,” interrupted
the stranger, stretching out his hand
to take the bow. ‘' Will you allow me
to try it?"”

The old man gave him the bow.
Then the stranger picked at the
strings with his fingers and began to
tune the instrument. It would seem
that he did it not unskilfully, for the
owner, smiling ina friendly manner,
gald to him: ‘* Ah, you are one of the
trade, too ?”

¢« Humph ! just a bit,” answered he,
smiling ; and as the violin was now
tuned, he placed it in position and
gave one stroke of the bow, so vigor
ous, so masterly, that the old man, and
even the children, looked at him won-
deringly ; tor in Italy everyone is an
artigt by lostinet.

After a short prelude, in
give him the range & 1 cap
the iustrument, the ¢ ptric-looking
man whom I introduced to you, was
transfigured

ynded to

sities of

. the lines about his mouta
became sharper and deeper, aud be-
neath his thick eye brows, in the
depths of hig cavernous eyes, a gleam
appeared ; and as he played this light
grow and developed, flluminating his
face and ennobling the entire person
of the weird player, who sgemed to
have forgotten both the place where he
was and the people who had begun to
surround him ; for he gave ub his
whole soul to the breath of inspiration
even as a vessel opens it8 sails to the
favoring breeze, or as the Pythones3
of antiquity, possessed by the spirit of
her god, gave up all her being to the
prophetic ecstasy which made her obli-
vious of earthly things.

In the meantime, the carriages con-
tinued to prcceed slowly towards the
palace, whither they were taking ail
the aristocracy of Naples.
that had gathered at the entrance of

the Via Frattina attracted the atten-

ward and filled the street where Pag-
anini, in the glow of inspiration, im-
provised upon his
heard of melody
theme the story which the old minstrel
had just told him,
himeelf in a wordless tonque (since 1t
is made up only of melodious sounds)

complaint of an old man ; the filial
love of Giuseppe ; the joy of his father,
when he found himself possessor of a

his humble endeavors to move the pity
of the passer-by ;
his humble home,
children, the smile of their mother,and
the pride of the son, when the old man
threw upon the table his first days’ re-
celpts,

in words,

The crowd

tin violin, an un-
He had taken as his

and he rehearsed to

the sorrows of the poor, the desolate

violin ; his first peregrinations, and

finally, his return to
the happiness of the

With his wonderful musical geuius,

dered as expressively as if it had been
the feelings and ecenes
which his artist's heart presented to
his mind, Sometimes his violin wept,
and sometimes it seemed to think :
then a melody, sweet as & dream of the
Oclent, spoke of the hopes of the old
man, and of the joys which his humble
labors brought to the little children.
Paganini was perhaps pever greater
than on this occasion, when his geni-
us, borne aloft upon the wings of char-
ity, soared above the wondering mul-
titude. As he finished his improvisa-
tion, he tock the misshapen hat of
which I have spoken, and, handing it
to the child, motioned to him that he
should begin the collection.

While the bambino was going from
one to another of the fine ladies who
filled the street, soliciting an offering,
and staring with his large black eyes
at the beautiful faces before which the
populace had respectfully fallen back,
and which at this moment composed
the front ranks of the crowd, Paganini
had again taken up his violin and was
improvising a melody, not sombre or
brilliant, but soft and gentle as the
prayer of a virgin ; and if what 1 have
already said may be true, if music can
express the sentiments of the soul, and
it its accents are those of the cheru-
bim, who cannot use our barbarous
words to sing praises of the Mogt High,
Paganini. must have spoken that
tongue and have been understood by
all the ladies who surrounded him ; for
no one will deny that there is some-
thing of the angel in women. His
gecond improvisation, then, was &
prayer, and it was so well understood
that the gold colns were soon mingled
witn the pieces of silver, the rings and
bracelets, in the old hat.

When he had finished his collection
and returned to his grandfather carry-
ing what, for these poor people, was &
veritable fortune, Paganini returned
to the old man his strange violin ;
then, looking at it, he had an artist's
fancy, and asked its owner whether he
would sell it to him. The first impulse
of the old Neapolitan was to prees the
precious instrument agalnst his hoart,
for it seemed a real talisman to him,
and he answered promptly : ‘‘ 03, 1o,
it's too good!” But as his gaze fell
upon the miraculous receipts, he felt
that he was ungrateful, and as he held
out to the artist his precious violin, he
sald ; ** No, I would not sell it for any
money—but, if you want it, IlI’ give
it to you—for you play it better than
1,” added he, after a pause.
Paganini understood the old man's
regret, and notwithstanding his thank-
ful offer, did not accept his gift; he
even added a mod-st offering to the
old musician’s store, and departed in
the midst of a murmur of praises, which
followed him even withiu the palace.
«Still,” sald I, ** the violin is in the
museum "
*Yes,” answered the Marquis de
Rivalo. ‘* when the etory was related
to the King, he laughed heartily over
the refusal and the answer of the old
musician, and in order to reward
Paganini for his charitable deed, that
is to say, in order to perpetuate the
memory of an episode which probably
stands alone in the life of this great
artist (who had the reputation of being
anything but generous), he cauced the
famous violin to be purchased aud de
posited in the museum, W hera you 83w
ft."

— ——

SICK.

The Voice of Missions, of Atlanta,
Ga., an organ of the African Meothodist
Eplscopal Church, thus rofers to the
{llness of one of the Church's Bishops :
“ Lord Bishop Henry M. Turner, D
Dy Ll DGlD C. L., the Martin
Luther of the twentleth century, the
modern reformer, African explorer,
the primate of his Church, greatest
hero of the age, the philosophsr and
historian, the acknowledged leader of
the Negro race, the champlon of re-
ligious and eivil rights, ex diplomat of
the Liberian Government, one of the
{oremost Prohibitionists of this coun-
try, the most famous silver tongued
orator of this mighty nation, the popu-
lar Church dignitary among his race
of to day, one of the best parliamentar-
fans among our race, & right thinker,
journalist and scholar, linguist and

and his brilllant execution, he ren- tion .
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«+ A Bible Protestant " asked ‘‘ why the
¢ Romish ’ Church prohibits its mem
bers from using their own minds,” and
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quent Passionist’s clear and lucid treat
ment of the themes which formed the
subjects of his nightly discourses a1d
his frank, open responses to the queri«s
propounded by inquiring minds had
whetted the appetites of his hearers,
and the prevailing sentiment on Sun-
day was one of regret that th
for his departure had come.
Xavier reminded his hearers, however,
that the means of securing further in-
formation regarding the doctrines of
the Church were close at hand, and
urged them to continue their investi-
gations.

The concluding night found a class
of twenty-eight converts preparing for
baptism, and this notwithstanding the
fact that twenty had been received at
the mission given a short time previ-
ously for the members of the congrega-
The salvation of one soul would
amply repay all the labor of the mis-
sion, and the results indicated by the
above figures are, therefore, a source
of deep joy and gratificatim to Father
Xavier and to Rev. J J. McCort, rector
of Our Mother of Sorrows’ congrega-
tion, who induced the missionary to
True it is, too, that
the figures here given do not show the
full fruits of the mission.
eight may ba safely countel
bring others into the fold.
converts are men, and of the ladies two
have husbands who are negligent
and these, strange to say,
will be brought to & sense oi their dury
One of these ladies
has aiready persuaded her husband to
In another instance
a whole family is likely to enter the
Church through the efforts of one of
the converts and & lady who was bap
tized on Monday evening brought her
These are the tangible
results, but the disarming of prejudice
which has been brought about by these
lectures will bear fruit for years to
come,
coples of ** Plain Facts” and thousands
of tracts on ‘* Purgatory,” ‘‘Penance,”
““What Catholice Do Not Believe,” etc.,
etc., will conduct stlent missionary
work, much of which will no doubt
prove effective.

The five hundred and fift

THE LAST NIGHT.

Tha concluding night(Sunday ) found
Chairs were
placed in the aisles and benches along
the sanctuary rail.
tion was pald to everything by the
pon-Catholics, who must have num-
bered about six hundred, and the ple-
tures on the walls cume in for a large
share of attention.
gan with the singing of ‘*The Holy

McCualken, of the choir.
Xavier entered from the
sacristy and stepped out on the plat-
form erected close to the altar rail.
He announced the hymn ‘¢ Nearer My
God, to Thee,” which was rendered by
almost the entire congregation, the
previous training of Oar Mother of
Sorrows’ parishioners in congregation-
al singing making it easy for them to
The tenth
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles was
then read, after which it was an-
nounced that Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament would be given at the close,
and a brief explanation of its mean-
ing was made.
the tract

crowded.

with the others.
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ced back to a learned &on of

He cited

theology.

of geology up to 1805. All
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The question box was then taken
The first query was as to whether
n be a believer in
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ary to Divine

against women who, if their slanderer
were injured or
lives for him. He eald that when the
State passed a law for the inspecting
of these ins:itutions the officers would
be freely admitted, but no tramp or
self-constituted ** smelling committee %
would be. He spoke of the different
orders and cited the House of the Good
Shepherd as one which had bsen visited
by public officials, but obviously its in
mates could not be put on public ex-
hibition, perhaps to give the evil-
minded writer of this note a chance to
gloat over some vietim of his lust.
General Sherman was baptizad while
yet unconscious because he had pre-
viously expressed a desire to become &
Catholic. So would any one else under
like circumstances be baptized. He
did not receive the Holy Viaticum.
The difference in honorariums for
Magses, which are fixed to pre-
vent trafficking, 1s because of
the degrees of solemnity. If a Pro
testant goes to a minister to be married
quietly he pays much less than if he
has the choir and organist, the church
decorated, ete. The tirade was signed
by ** a follower of pure and holy doe-
trine,” and contained reference 10 the
time when, as he said, the Catholics
burned the Bible and were only saved
from being all thrown into the Dala
ware by the interposition of the United
Siates Government, ‘‘ The writer of
this not,” sald,Father Xavier, twould
yui us all therc to-night, and if the
Catholics were in the mejority and in-
sisted on their Bible belng read iu tha
public schools of Philadelphia, a howl
would be raised that could be heard in
Chicago.”
15 ONIE RELIGION AS GOOD AS ANOTHER ?
Father Xavier then discussed the
subject of the evening, ¢« Is Oae relig
fon as Good as Another ?” He spoke of
the modern indifferentism which
holds this view—the later Protestant-
ism which says it matters not what one
believes so long as one lives right (the
antithesis of Luther's ** justification by
faith alone.”) He showed from the
tenth chapter of Acts that Cornelius was
a God-fearing man, lived rightly and
gave much alms, yet God sent an angel
to tell him to send for Peter, who would
tell him what to do to be saved. From
this the logical deduction 18 that right
living is not sufficient. God’s truth is
one, and is not made up of contradic-
tions. He has furnished us with op-
portunities of leerning it and will not
excuse us if we refuse to believe what
He has taught. It will not do to eay.
«The religion I profess was good
enough for my parents; it is good
epough for me.” That's what the
pagans said to the Apostles. ** Would
you,” asked Father Xavier, ‘‘if you
were born blind and & phyeiclan came
who was certain of curing you, say,
¢ Oh, I was born this way. Idon't care
to gee.’” He showed that the staunch-
est body of Protestaunts to their creed,
the Presbyterians, aro at last break
ing away from it and aban-
doning as truths those doctrines

which they have held as essential since
Calvin. He exhorted them, therefore,
to examine into tho claims of the Old
Church which can trace its course from
Christ's establishment, with Peter as
the head, down to the present Pope.
¢ Come back to your mother, the Cath-
olic Church, which your iathers left
three hundred years ago.”

Father Xavier concluded with a fer-
vent prayer that the geed planted
might bring forth fruit, and that God
might give them light and grace to see
the truth and embrace it, to the end
that all may be united with Him here
and hereafter.

The services closed with Solemn
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these were condemued by the Church
because they attempted to contradict
revealed religious truth, and all of the |
eighty have since been condemned by ‘
sclentists,

“ Why is it a widower can become & |
priest 7"

kept for the 1ast! ., the other ;
gome cholce correspondence, which | g yqgsactrul sllen
evidenced great animus on the part of | 5 pice spirlt provails among the mem
the writers, and on one oceasion atly,.g v Thig fs edification not to be
loast he waxed indignant and paid his\ goypq {n Ameries. —Church Progress. § orgd,
regpects quite forcibly to a nmrow—iI Aot -

However, he appeared
to much delight in the fact that he had
gtirred these up, and considered it a
sign of the good effect the lectures
were having in less prejudiced quar-
1" he said, ‘' the . Catalogiree, 146 BoylstonSte

Banediction of the Blessed Sacrament,
given by the rector, Rev. John J. Me-
Cort, assisted by Rev. John J. Daffy,
ag deacon, and Rev, Thomas J. Buck-
ley, as sub deacon, Father Navier
then Invited auy who wished to eo him
to meet him in the basement, Saversl
non Catholics manifested thelr
ing the ushers in re

builders of tha world.
sick, would risk their | [taly’s Appenines, every valley by the
Swies lakes, the vast plaine of Ger-
many, the vineyards of France, still
show the trace of the Irish churches,
still bear the footprints of Irish saints.

Every gorge of

What our fathers did in the Old World
in the far off centuries, that our breth
ren are doing in the New World in the
light of the present day. 1 must cnly
point where I love to linger. Across
the great Atlantic, amidst the States of
the Stripes and Stars, beyond the
waves of the Indian O:ean in the rising
empire of the Southern Cross ; there in
the leading city of America, by the
banks of the Hudson, on the old Man- | &

of New York, rise In whitest marble the
twin towers of the greatest church in
America ; and there in the capital of
Victoria, on the beautiful bay erowned
by the faireet city in the South, the
noble Cathedral of Melbourne has just
arisen, the pride of the whole Austra-
lian world ; and both have been erected
by Irish energy, and both have been
raised by Irish hands, and both are de-
dicated to our own St. Patrick, who
thus watches over our race and protects
our people from the land of the glorious
Orfent to the land of the setting sun.’
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SACRED PICTURES.
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