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though the fear was not realized in the
particular instance, itis very likely to revive.
A raft containing 8,000,000 feet of lumber
necessarily covers a large area, does not
rise out of the water so as to be easily
seen by a vessel which may be near, and
any lights which it might carry would not
be far from the surface. What damage a
vessel would receive from collision with a
monster raft is a matter of speculation,
but that there would be some may be taken
for granted. It is possible that the danger
may be reduced to & minimum by certain
precautions, such as marking the limits of
the rafts by lights, and whatever is pos-
gible in this direction ought to be done.
Vessels navigating the ocean ought not to |
be subjected to invisible dangers.

The Liverpool cottoh corner is creating
great embarrassment among the cotton
mills ; but employers and workmen are at
one in resolving to fight the cornerer till
new cotton arrives. The Bolton District
Operative Cotton Spinners**Association has
resolved to call all men out for a fortnight
as a means of defeating the cotton ring,
and elsewhere a firm spirit of resistance is
apparent. The result of the contest will
be watchéd with much interest ; and there
will be public rejoicing if the ringster be
made to bite the dust as a result of his
operations. :

There is a close and remarkable resem-
blance between the report of Col. Gzowski
and Mr. Walter Shanly and that of Mr.
Wellington on the Toronto water front.
Both object to overhead bridges, the former
putting the cost at about $3,000,000; both
recommend elevated roadways, the former
saying that the elevation be of earth
within retaining walls ; recommend
that the Union Station should be built on
the present Parliament grounds, and both
recommend the reservation of a part of the
water front for the use of the citizens free

- from railway tracks. To a certain extent

no doubt the nature of the situation sug-
gests most of these improvements, and
different engineers are apt to take the same
view of circumstances in which there is not
much. room for choice. Messrs. Gzowski
and Shanly’s estimate of cost, $3,000,000,
is a figure which the carrying out of Mr.
Wellington's plans would probably about
reach, though he puts it at a little less.
Messrs. Gzowski and Shanly tell us that
no one street now affording access to the
water need be abandoned under their plan,
which thus secures one of the main points for
which the citizens contend.

THE HARVEST.

—

If the figures of the Ontario Bureau of
Statistics may be relied on, the wheat har-
vest of this province falls below the yield
of last year by 500,000 bushels, and 8,250,
000 below the average of the years from
1882 to 1888. This estimate rests on state.
ments received from six hundred corre-
spondents,and may be taken as a sufficient
approximation to the truth to make the
announcement one of great gravity. The
barley crop,according to the same authority,
makes some amends foy the deficiency in

wheat, being 8,700,000 bushels above the
average of seven years, and it was secured
in good condition, though some of it was
discolored by rain, which will have an in-
jurious effect on the price. Oats, though, are
estimated to yield 11,670,000 bushels more
than the average of the last seven years,
and 2,200,000 more than last year's crop.
This overplus is due entirely to the greater
breadth of land under crop, the average
yield per acre being not more but less than
the average. In poiot of quality, this
grain is light in weight, and though
beavy in. straw, it suffered from rust.
It was got in im good condition.
Rye has done well and is put down ome
bushel per acre more than last year, and
two bushels more than the average of the
last seven years. Where all the * old rye
comes from may be a matter of conjecture,
but of this crop the area is constautly
diminishing, and before long the stock of
“old rye” may continue to be renewed
without the aid of new grain. Peas are set
down as } bushel less than the average of
the last seven years, having in some places
been injared by a surplus of rain; but ow-
ing to more land being' under crop, the ag-
gregate yield is 74,000 acres more than the
average. Co n is of course not yet harvest-
ed; but late planting caused by excess of
moisture and drought at a later stage
were sources of injury, and the prospect is
not good, the estimate being less than one

half of last year. Backwheat, too, suffer-
ed from the vicissitudes of the weather, but
in the eastern counaties it is above the
average. The yield of beans is estimated
at three bashels to the acre less than last
year, though as there was a larger area
sown the total will reach nearly as'high as
last year. Potatoes suffered from too much
moistare in the early part of the season,
and drought later on. Oan clay lands the
seed sometimes rotted in the ground, and
replanting had to be resorted to at a late
date,which was followed by drought; resalt,
“ small and few in a hill,” as a high author

ity once said, with some emphasis, of cer-
tain local politicians. C)aceraing other
roots we are encouraged to hope for a result
equal to the yield of the last seven years.
The drought has injured the pastures, ani-
mals have fallen off in flesh, the milk sup

ply has decreased, and the dairy industry
feels the loss. '

On the whole it is impossible to congratu-
late the farmers on the result of the har-
vest. They are carrying a heavy load of
interest on loans, to which, however, it is
reasonable to conclude their ability to pro-
duce what they do is largely owing. As
compared with any of the old States in the
American Union, and with the average of
the Republic, the . yield of wheat is large,
much in excess of theirs, though the weight
of mortgage debt is probably as great there
as here; in some States, owing to a high
rate of interest, it is far greater. The
effect on business of a harvest which is on
the whole deficient will be felt, and now is
the time to take note of the fact.

The state of the weather from now till
frost sets in will have an effect for good or
bad on the root crops other than potatoes,
which have ceased to grow, and on pastur-
age. Plentiful rains would help them,

while drought would have & o 3
and make the outlook poor. n‘
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—The Halifax Gas Light cq:.:‘
clared a half-yearly dividend of v -
No dividend has yet been declared

Chandler Electric Light Co., wirich Haliis.

contract for lighting the streets o :
but which company, jodging from j
in the newspapers, does nok give "
to the people of that city.

The conditic
the 81st Angu:
trast to that ¥
some time bac
'nﬁon in loan
by & correspc
resources. |
considerable
The position t
as M it w
position of the
come weaker
outlook for th
year was not
might appest
who take a st
large expansic
panied by a la
fit; and noth
sort of rejoicit
called, with @
increased risk
is of a two-fol
counts may |
insufficient re
position of a :
Most of the b
this error for
sionally happs
ness to make
at the expen
continued lon
the institutio
there is anoth
counts, name
expanded vo
to embrace tr
acter. No ba
transaction tl
seriously dan,
degrees of ris
a contingency
when in the ¥
apt to err on
tions such as
would pass b
tion of discou
tion of risks a
shows that |
moderate line
than that of
one, for while
of & vast nun
loss is genera
siderable am:
destroy the y
actions.

The incres
rather marke
creasp of la
more' active ¢
than'was the
that has ju
stored up in
bution or ‘ex
foundation o
the fall and
banks is lar
these operat
before, our s
bles this to b
turbance to
other lines o
culation we
United Stat




