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Hon. Mackenzie King.
The Minister

Hon. Mackenzie King. the Canadian

Conference on Interna-
Arbitration, held a short time
ago, and received great applause when
he suggested
peace between (Canada and the United
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Jas. W. Robertson. formerly of Ste
Anne de Bellevue Macdonald College,
1s one of the Commissioners, and may
be trusted to loo< well to those phases
of the subject bearing upon agricul
tural progress.
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I'ifteen thousand foreign girls and
15,00 native-born are victims every
year of the white-slave traflic '
This statement, made some monthns
ago by Hon. E. W. Sims, forms the
opening announcement of the annual
pamphlet, ** Canada’'s War on the
White Slave ‘Trade,” issued by Ren
J. G Shearer, Secretary of the
Moral and Social Reform Council of
Canada

The numbers involved, covering
Canada and the ['nited States only,
are sufficiently startling, and al-

though but little is generally known
of this nefarious trafltic in the quiet
rural districts of our Dominion, the
fact that country girls have been
found among the ‘‘ entrapped,’” should
render the question of how to stamp
out the evil a live one in the coun-
try as well as in the town Indeed,
the fact that within the past few
weeks, several men and women have
been arrested in  different parts of
Canada for “ procuring,”’ proves,
even to the most skeptical, that the
menace 1S at our very doors, and ai-
fords some revelation of the risk to
which the most innocent girls, who
find it necessary to tahke situations in
cities, and who have not been fore-
warned and protected, may be ex
posed

It should be superfluous to suggest
that one way by which the country
can best lend its help in the matter
is by warning its daughters, and yet
such suggestion is actually necessary,
for 'n many places the parents are
themselves ignorant of the horrible
machinations of the ' syvstem,”’ and
how can they warn in regard to that
of which they know nothing ?

The usual plan of the ** promoters’
of the trathic is to advertise for help
Nurses, stenogruphers seamstresses,
domestic  heloers—all  are  wanted—
easy work-—and good pay With all
confidence, the girls apply, and usual
v the parents  are  well pleased
Means, perhaps, are lacking in the
home, and there are many mouths to
feed

Still trustiul, the girl makes her
wayv to the city, probably alone \
representative ot the * firm.’ per
haps a man, perhaps a woman, meets
her, and all seems well A\t the next
step she s within a house of shame

[.ocked doors barred windows
withheld sStreet garments, prevent es
cape. while drugs and brutality do
their debasing enslaving crushing
work \iterwards, the cirl, ashamed
ta tell of her true condition with
holds the truth, or 1s compelled to
write ho tha <) s doing well
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Increasingly, of late vears,
good men and
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SOMETHING THE OLDEST

badge, to identify her as a member of

friend said to me, ‘* Surely, when you
find yourself
not come away again
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to the headquarters of the Moral and to encourage one's efforts, and
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