
the own or of it, nn<l to adorn it, mid 
huilil upon it tho finest nmusion in nil 
tho borough, and inline it in honor of 
the maiden to whom in- was espoused. 
Last Hummer, I had the pleasure of 
dining in that princely mansion, ami 
to receive this fact from the lips of the 
groat shipbuilder of the Clyde. That 
one purpoHo was made tin- ruling ambi­
tion of bis life, and all the energies of 
his being were put in requisition for 
its1 accomplishment.

So with Paul. Prom the moment of 
his conversion to the day of his martyr­
dom he had one supreme purpose, 
which took full possession of him, mas­
tered his whole mind ami soul, and laid 
under contribution all his mental gifts 
and spiritual attainments, and power of 
achievement and suflering, even unto 
death.

“ This out' tltimj I tin." That single 
high aim tilled Ins whole Held of vision, 
and possessed him day ami night, in 
city and country, in journeyings and 
in prison, and excluded all other ambi­
tions and made all other possible attain­
ments of no worth in his view, even as 
“dung, that he might win Christ.” 
His past record, brilliant though it was; 
his high, exalted position and wonder­
ful career as “ the great apostle to the 
Gentiles"; the world and all its glitter­
ing prizes, which most men so covet— 
all these things were nothing to him. 
They had ceased to have any charms for 
him since ho had seen “the Lord of 
glory"; since the love of Christ had 
come into his soul like a river in its 
fullness and sweetness. “The prize,” 
for which he so nobly ran in the spirit­
ual race, and gave up all things else and 
counted all things but loss that lie 
might win it, was “the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus."

This is the spirit and purpose of tho 
Christian religion when it dominates 
in the soul of man. Enoch, Noah, 
Moses, Abraham, furnish illustrations 
of it. The failures so common in 
Christian life are caused, to a great ex­
tent, by a divided purpose. The world 
comes in to share the kingdom of the 
heart; self divides the supremacy of

the a fleet ions with Christ; the pnz.r is 
not so coveted and kept ill near and 
constant view as to set the soul on tire 
with holy ambition, and to consume, 
by the intensity of its flume, all selfish 
ends and earthly passions.

I. The purpose of Haul : Wiiat is in­
volved in it? “Thisone thing I do."

I. Supreme love to ( Tirist, and conse­
cration to Ilis service.

‘2. I)eadness to all human ambitions 
ami to merely earthly ami sensual good. 
So absorbed is the soul in this one idea 
that it becomes the masterful passion of 
life; and the world, the tb-sli, all things 
else, cease to have any real attraetion.

It. Not satisfied with any measure of 
past attainment, or service, or conse- 
crution, but continually “reaching 
forth" to something higher and better, 
ami “pressing toward the mark fit’ tho 
high calling," with quenchless and ever- 
growing ardor. There, in full view, is 
the “goal," and the racer’s eye is fixed 
on it; lie fiings aside every weight, and 
quickens his step continually, until ho 
crosses the line and receives the im­
mortal prize from the hands of the as­
cended Savior.

II. What was the meaning in Paul’s 
mind as to the prize on which his heart 
was thus set? 1 think it was this: A
PERSONAL HKHKMIU.ANCi: TO ClIRIST, AND A 
DESIRE TO 1IE NEAR illM. 11 is vision df
Christ in the infinite attractiveness of 
His character, and in the glory and 
blessedness of His presence and reign 
in heaven, made him long, with unut­
terable yearnings, to be like Him, and 
to have, not only a place in His king­
dom, lmt a place hard by the throne of 
the Lamb. Multitudes of Christians 
are content just to be saved to get in­
side the heavenly gate. But Paul re­
bukes this spirit. He had a higher 
and truer ambition. He coveted the 
place of honor in the final kingdom; a 
crown studded with numberless stars, 
the plaudit of the Master, a final char­
acter and attainments in harmony with 
the heavenly world and with the exalt­
ed and glorious purpose of Christ in 
his redemption.

III. Howtheokeat prize is to be won.


