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Beef Raising

BFF. F raising will probably be 
lor many years the chief 
form of live stock production 

in Western Canada, as it has been 
in the past. The West is prim­
arily a grain-growing country and 
is likely to remain so. In choos­
ing a kind of stock to fit in with 
grain growing, beef cattle have 
special claims to consideration. 
They require little or no attention 
during the busy summer season. 
'They are able to make use of 
straw which is the main by-pro­
duct in grain production, and also 
of wild oats or shrunken or 
frosted grain which may not be 
marketable at profitable prices. 
They are also specially suited to 
farms that are far from the rail­
way. Two or three trips to town 
with bands of fat steers may 
market the whole season’s crop, 
while with grain, the same value 
of output would require very 
much teaming, or with dairying, 
regular frequent trips must be 
made.

Importance of Good Stock
The very foundation of success­

ful beef raising is good stock. It 
is not necessary that they be pure 
bred, in fact the beginner would 
be wise to start out with grades. 
But they should be of as good 
beef conformation and as thrifty 
as possible. There must be a 
natural tendency to lay on beef 
and to put it in the places where 
the most valuable cuts arc. There 
must be good feeding qualities 
and good constitution. These 
qualities make an animal that will 
make the best use of its feed, will 
use up coarse feed, will keep 
healthy and in good condition, 
and when fed heavily for fatten­
ing will make good use of the 
larger, richer feed and fatten up 
quickly without going off feed.

The bull should always be a 
pure-bred, of one of the recog­
nized beef breeds. The Short­
horn. Hereford and Aberdeen 
Angus are the most commonly 
raised beef breeds and arc all 
desirable breeds. A grade bull, 
even though he may be a good in­
dividual, has not the ability to 
transmit his qualities to 1rs off­
spring that a pure-bred hat It 5 
not sufficient, however, to simply 
get a pure-bred without regard to 
his breeding and individual 
quality. There are runts and

scrubs among the purc-breds as 
well as elsewhere, and one must 
be careful to get the animal right 
as well as the pedigree.

Raising Beef Cattle
The business of beef production 

may be divided into two ends : 
raising and fattening. Very often 
the two may merge into each 
other, but in other cases one 
farmer does the raising and some 
one else the fattening.

The greatest principle in profit­
able beef raising is to keep the 
cost of production down. Where 
no milking is done, the only crop 
from a beef cow in a year is her 
calf. If any money is to be made, 
the cost of keeping that cow for a 
year must be less than the value 
• if the calf at weaning *ime. Now,

Heretofore, the object has been 
attained by pasturing the cow on 
unoccupied land in the summer 
and feeding her on hay cut from 
unoccupied land or sloughs in the 
winter. The only cost was the 
cutting a: J gathering of the hay. 
Here was cheap production in­
deed! And so long as this 
method is practical, it does not 
appear easy to improve on it. But 
the unoccupied land is being 
taken possession of and used, the 
bay sloughs are drying up and 
many of them can be plowed and 
made to grow more valuable 
crops. Consequently, in many 
districts it is no longer possible 
to raise cattle in the free and easy 
way of the past, they must be fed 
off arable land or not at all. The
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the value of an ordinary grade 
calf when it is weaned is not very 
much, so that if a man is to make 
any money off him, his mother’s 
feed and shelter must not cost 
much. A pure-bred calf that will 
sell fur a good price for breeding 
purposes will justify a more ex­
pensive style of care for the 
mother, and puts the whole plan 
of operations on a different basis, 
but the majority of farmers will 
not be breeders of registered stock 
so that they must figure on keep­
ing each cow for less than the 
value of the calf. How is this to 
be done? It is not to be accom­
plished by starvation ; many have 
tried it and have gradually des­
troyed the beefing qualities of 
their stock. Then, if the cow is 
starved the calf will be stunted 
and the price obtained for the 
cow’s kep reduced so that nothing 
is gained. Clearly, cheapness of 
production is not to be gained by 
stinting the cow’s allowance of 
feed. The cow must ge. plenty, 
but that plenty must be obtained 
at small cost.

question then is to provide them 
with suitable feed without much 
expense. On most farms there is 
a piece of broken or rough land 
that may be used to advantage as 
permanent pasture. The produc­
tiveness of this pasture can 
usually be increased by breaking 
up the best spots and sowing in 
Brome grass. But it is not ad­
visable to be dependent on per­
manent pasture alone unless the 
area is very large. In midsummer 
it gets rather bare and dry. The 
summer fallow can often be made 
to help out in the providing of 
pasture. In moister districts it 
may be sown with oats and pas­
tured, or sown with rape in rows 
for pasture. These practices an* 
only permissible where there is a 
good supply of moisture. In dry 
districts the bare fallow is essen­
tial. However, the same system 
can be followed in growing pas­
ture except that it cannot be con­
sidered as a substitute for summer 
fallow. Pasture may also be pro­
vided by growing grasses. Rota­
tion of crops is needed in mixed
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