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“Bodega”

“In some Spanish-speaking countries a
‘bodegn’ is any sort of warchouse, but in
the part of Spain—Andalusia—where
this story is located it appears to signify
only a shed, or cellar, or warehouse in
which wine is stored nd lbanez sees
this wine warehouse with iw
tiers upon tiers of casks or bottles as a
mighty, sinster Pr striking its
roots deep into the soil, breathing des
truction, and with its heavy hand crush-
ing the poor and helpless into decper
misery. And yet there is no more
propaganda sgainst wine-drinking in the
work than there is against bull-fighting
in ‘Blood and Sand.’ The story merely
makes a careful, realistic, judicial study
of the lives, the conditions, and the un
folding relations of several large groups
of people in a wine-making district

The Land of Sherry
“The scene of the story is South-
eastern Spain, not far from Cadiz, and
the action takes place in and around the
City of Jerez de la Fromtera, whioh,
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Rich in its Characters
Among its people is a man, the
Marquis de San Dionisio, who bears a
curious resemblance to the cynical old
hard-riding  Spanish-South
ranchman of ‘The Four Horsemen
riotous virility of his primitive nature,
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Salvatierra, a
figure of ascetic
deeply beloved by all who have
sociated with him, Every and then
he appears, a pale, cold flame like some
flitting will-o’-the-wisp, but always in
his wake unrest stirs in the breasts of
the wretched, and there are attempts at
revolt pitiful in their futility. Sal
vatierra is the only one the book's
scores of characters of every social and
onomic grade who refuses to drink
even the mildest wine. In his eyes' the
wine warchor e was the modern counter-
part of the feudal fortress that held the
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% in slavery and abjection,’ and he
« d the power that poison
wielded over the people, transmitting its
evil from generation to generation.’
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Appalling Misery
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n it the strength of their existence,
the delight of their thoughts.' ‘The glass
stills hunger and with its fire
moment gladdens life.’ There is
rich employer, cousin of the head of
house of Dupont, who is a
roystering young person, a patron of
bull-fighters, and delighting in madeap
and strenuous forms of vinous exhilara-
tion. It gives him the greatest pleasure
to gather in the wretched laborers and

n of food served

of win




