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THE CATHOLIC REGISTER

BILIL KELLY'S ILL LUCK. !
(Written fou the Catholic Register hy'
Peter J. Doherty.)

““How long have you had that boy
of yours, Whits?"’ asked a friend of
the senior partner of Whits, Staniord |
& Co., as the two enjoyed the rumcs|
of a Havana in the private office. |

“Four vyears,” replied Mr. Whits. |
“He came to us when a lad of about |
thirteen.”’

““He is a very clever lad, I think,”

said the friend ‘1 would like to
have him in my office. Would you
let him go, Whits?"’

“Would I let him go? said Mr.
Whits, with a smile. “The matter

is in his own hands. He is doing well
here, and I don’'t think he would care
to leave us.”

““He would be a very useful addi-
tion to my stafl,”’ said the other
man. ‘‘l need a smart boy very
much.”’

‘““Well, you may ask him,” said
Whits, “"and if he wishes to go 1o

you, I will not stop him, though 1
would hate to lose him I tell you,
Sims, that bhoy is worth his weight
in gold. You will walk («ar before
you meet his equal But, if he |
wishes to go to you, I will not, as|
I said before. prevent him. |

“Then,”” said Sims, ‘‘vou don’t
mind if I offer the lad a place in my
effice?”’

“] don't. But, by the way, I
thought you had a clever boy in your
office What became of him? Did
he leave you?"’

“You mean Ned, do you?"’ said
Sims, with a touch of sorrow in. his
tone ““Well, ves, he was a pretty
¢lever bov, but he took ill and died a

few months ago. If I still had poor
Ned, I would not need another boy
for, like your lad, he was worth his
weight in gold. Why are good, hon-
est bovs so hard to find?"” concluded
Sims with a serious look at  his
friend. Mr. Whits smiled and pufied

he
his

vigorously at his cigar, then, as
threw the ashes from the tip of
cigar into the spittoon, he replied
‘Honest bovs are not hard to find,
Sims, but workers are. You see,
while you will find scores of bovs
honest and truthful, you will find few
cavable of doing the work required
of them Some people attribute this
larentable fact to our present school
system, with its cramming and its
want of practicability. For my part
I don’'t know who or what is lt'(tll)

to blame, but I know that the gra-
duates of our public schools, with
their long-winded diplomas and their

medals, seldom know enough to write
a simple letier. You have often no-

ticed this yourself, Sims, haven't
vou?"

“Yes,”” said the other man, “I|
have seen it too often. Just now
I have a letter on file in myv office

laugh
young
high

which would certainly make vou
)

were vou to read it, and the

applicant professes to he a

school graduate

Just here the men were interrupted
by the entrance of a smart, handsome
lad of about seventeen years.

“Why, Bill,” said Mr. Whits, ‘“‘you
ire just the person we want.” :

“Yes,”' said the bov, with a side
glance and a smile at his emplover
“Well, sir, I will be pleased to be of
sarvice to you,

‘Ycu see, Bill,”” said his boss, ‘‘Mr.

Sims here wants a lad as second as-
sistant bookkeeper, and he offiers the
position to yvou. What do you think,
my boy?”

After reflecting for some minutes,
Bill replied:

“I'm getting along all right here,
sir, but, like all other boys, I'm al-
ways ready to better my condition.
Still,”” he added, lowering his eyves
to the floor, “‘I wouldn't like to do
anything before speaking to my par-
ents. I will do what they wish me
to do.”

Both men agreed with the boy, so
it was decided to wait till Bill
should obtain the advice of his par-
ents hefore taking further action in
the matter.

When a mere child Bill Kelly left
school and entered the employ of
Whits, Stanford & Co., as message

bov. Steadily the lad worked his
way up to his present position, that
of invoice clerk He was the gener-
al and great favorite with every one
in the place on account of his genial
manner ard winning ways. He was
full of fun, and the office hands were
kept in constant amusement by him
This trait of his made him the spe-
cial favorite of Mr. Whits, who,
though advanced in vears, knew how
to enjoy a good joke or a good trick,
provided it were simple, played upon
anybody; and very Nten, when Bill's

clear, ringing, boyish laugh would
echo through the main office, Mr.
Whits would open the door of his

private office and shout:

‘““Now, Bill, less noise; vou're dis-
turbing us all.”

And the lad, with a smile and a
comical wink at the clerks, would re-
spond:

“All over for to-day, sir.”

““That boy is a duck all right”” Mr.
Whits would say to his partner. when
he would again close his door.

“Yes,” the partner vwould smiling-
ly reply, “Bill i a duck all right,but
he is a noisy one.”

“Oh, well,”” Whits would return,
“youth must have its fling,”” and this
would settle the matter.

It was not a surprise to hear a
murmur of regret among the office
hands the pext morning, when it was
made 1nown that Biil, acting in ac-
cordance with the wishes of his par-
en's, bad decided to accept the posi-

tion from Mr. Sims, and that he
would leave the employ of Whits,
Stanford & Co at the end of the
nonth

“T am sorryv, Bill,”” said Mr. Whits,
“that you and your parents have de-
cided that vou should leave us. I

can only hope that the change will be |

for yvour good, and, from my heart,
I wish vou success and all sorts of
good luck.”

“Thank you, sir,”’ the lad replied,
“‘and,” he added, speaking in a very
low tone, ‘‘I hope, sir, that should
I not like Mr. Sims’ office, that you
wiil give me a place here again.”

“You will be as welcome as the
flowers in May, my boy, any time
you wish to come back to us,” said
Mr. Whits. :

When the end of the mont); came,
Bill Kelly left his old place, with the

{*“too stuck up.”

best wishes of all, to enter upon his
new duties at the Sims’ Clothing Co.
- £l -

Bill Kelly took up his new duties
with a light heart and happy in the
contemplation of future promotion
and more money. Ie was quickly
climbing the ladder of success, not
simply rung by rung, but by two o1
three rungs at a bound. Mr. Sims,
the president of the company, was
pleased beyond measure with the lad
he had secured for his firm; and, in
his own mind, he intended great
things - in the future for his yvoung
bookkeeper. Bill's parents were over-
joved at seeing their son making such
rapid progress in his business career,
and it was the gfeat boast of Mrs.
Kelly, when speaking to any of bher
neighbors, that her boy would some
day be a partner of the Sims’ firm.
Some of the neighbors said she was
Perhaps she was,
but who would blaine her if she
were? [Every mother iy, in a way,
“‘stuck up,” when she sees her boy
doing well and giving promise o1 be-
coming a good, steady man. A mo-
ther who would not show pride, un-
der such circumstances, would,
think, show a lack of interest in her
boy’s future welfare.

Bill went on in a happy mood, day
after day, doing his work and mind-
ing nobody’s business but his own.
The poor lad, howeier, was to meet
with trouble before long. In the of-
fice there were three other bhoys em-
ployed besides Bill, and two of these
envied the vyoung Catholic youth,

-

whom they saw, to their great dis-
may, running so swiftly up the hill
of success, and whom they knew to

be the great favorite, not only of Mr.
Sims, but of all the older hands in
the place. These two lads were de-
termined to bring Bill Kelly ‘‘down
from his high horse,” as they termed
his good fortune; and in order to
accomplish their purpose, they tried
hard to get the third boy into their
confidence,

Walter,”' one of the
said to him, “you would k°
assistant bookkeeper were it not
that Papist Kelly.”

“Sure,” said Walter, with a laugh,
“‘and in like manner, I might be King
of England were it not for Edward
VIL.”

Ihe two young scoundrels saw ghat,
upon this particular occasion Walter
was in no mood for business of their
being too wise to press
their claims, for the time being, they
laughed the thing off and began to
speak on other and less serious to-
pics, When a few days later they
met Walter, they went further with
their complaints.

“Did you hear, Walter,” asked ore
of them, ‘‘that Bill Kelly is to goa
step highev?"

‘See, rogues
second

for

sort, and,

“What is .t now?"’ questioned Wal-
ter. ‘‘He is not to be manager, 1s
he?"’

‘No! but he is to be fivst assist-

ant bookkeeper,

“That’s nice,"”
smile, “‘I'm plea
vou see, that
Thev’'ll make
now."”

“And

your piace by right.’

said Walter, with a
ed to hear ”th, for,
puts me up a peg
me second assistant
vou'll be under a Papist,”
said one of the rogues

“Holy Moses!"” ejaculated Walter,
{ “what of that? A Papist is as good
as any one else. Bill Kelly is a fair
example of that fact.”

“Do you mean to say, Walter, you
don't mind being under a Papist?”’
asked the rogue again

“Sure, I mean it,"”’ said Walter. ‘1
always mean what I say. Papist, in-
deed! I wouldn't mind being under
a Turk, if he were as good and as
Inice a boy as Bill Kelly."”
| ““You don't seem to care much for
|your future, Walter, when you allow
|a Papist like Kelly to walk on you,"”
{said the other rogue, pretending to
[be very serious.
| “Kelly is a gentleman,'” returned
Walter, ‘‘and being such, he has no
|desire to walk on me nor on vou.
But, bear in mind,"”’ he added, with a
cross look at the two rogues, ‘‘neith-
'er Papist nor Methodists will ever
walk on this chicken. Not by a long
chalk, if he knows it. Bill Kelly is
a smarter and better boy than I, and
therefore holds a higher place. Please
never speak to me of this thing again.
Good-bye.”” And turning on his heel,
Walter walked away, leaving the two
rogues to themselves.

[ “1 guess,”’ said one to the other,
after Walter had gone, ‘““we will not
get Walter to join us in our little
game."’

| “We will not,”" said 2 other, ‘‘so
weo must watch our chance and do our
| work without him.”

| *“If we do anything we must do it
| to-night,”” s2id the first. ““We musc
|be quick or Kelly will sit on all of
lus."”

| Then, before separating, these two
| rogues made up their plot for the
ruination of poor Bill, and they de-
| cided to meet again, after supper that
| night, to put their infernal plot into
| execution. It is often " saia that
| walls have ears, and walls had ears,
'and sharp ones too, in this case, for
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years of age, to the extent of
quarter section of 160 aci:s, more or
less.

Application for entry must e made
in person by the applicant at a Do-
minion Lands Agency or Sub-agency
for the district in which the land is
situate. Entry by proxy may, how- |
ever, be made at any Agency, on cer-
tain conditions by the father, moth-
er, son, daughter, brother or sister
of aa intending homesteader.

The homesteader is required to per-
form the homestead duties under one |
of the following plans: ,

(1) At least six months’ residence | Alex. Laird

upon and cultivation of the land in
each year for three years.

(2) A homesteader may, il he so de-
sires, perform the required residence

duties by living on farming land own- | WNEAD OFFICE -

ed sslely by him, not less than eighty
(80) acres in extent, in the vicinity
of nis homestead.
in land will nut meet this require
ment.

(3) If the father (or mother, if the
' father is deceased) of a homesteader
has permanent residence on farming
land owned solely by him, not less
than eighty (80) acres in extent, in
the vicinity of the homestead, or up-
on a homestead entered for by him
in the vicinity, such homesteader may
petform his own residence duties by
living with the father (or mother).

(4) The term ‘‘vicinity'’ in the two
preceding paragraphs is cCefined as
meaning not more than nine miles in
a direct line, exclusive of the width
of road allowances crossed in the
measurement.

(5) A homesteader intending to
perform his residence duties in ac-
cordance with the above while living

with parents or on farming land own- |

ed by himself must notify the Agent
lor the district of such intention.

Six months’ notice in writing must
be given to the Commissioner of
minion Lands at Ottawa, of intention
to apply for patent.

W. W. CORY,

Deputy of the Minister of the Interior.

N.B.—Unauthorized publication of
this advertinsement will not be paid
for.

B ~—— ———————

Walter, hidden in the darkness of a
gateway, heard all they had to say.

one- | -

| ending 31« Dec.1907

| Frederic Nicholls
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“Ah,” he said to himself, ‘‘so you
will ruin poor Bill because you are | Established 1864
jealous of him? Well, my two

friends, this chicken will keep an eye
on both of vou to-night I will fol-

Policies Secured by Assets :»

low where vou will .ead |
\\.']'v"', true to his \\n[‘i, fl'“l-\\'i‘dl ‘18'06”926.81
the two rogues that night, and he
heard all they said and he saw all | JOS, MURPHY, Ontario Agent,
they did, though they were not in the VR S
least aware of it Ao
g WM. A. LEE & SON
Toronto Agents,

\s Bill Kelly carried the keys of
the office, he was obliged to get there
2 little before the others eiety moin-
ing, in order to open up  This moin-
ing Bill, with s usnal Lright face,
and wearing his ‘‘dip’’ on the side
of his head, met the headl hookkeeper
waiting for him at the dorr.

“I'm ahead of you, Bill, this morn-
ing,” said the man, with & Zvod-na-
tured smile.

“Yes,” said Rill, “I'm a little ia
| ter than usual, ! slept it in ihlis
morning."”’

“I see,”” said the cller, ‘"were you
on the booze lust nigat?"’ and before
Bill had time to reply, he added: I

guess rot, old Lov, ed?  You are tco
wise for that, ea, Dill?"’
“1 hope,’ ud 13, with 4 serovs

look, ‘‘that, w:th fiod's heip, T will
never booze,"

“You never wul, Bill,"" said
bookkeeper. ‘“‘*You are too good
lad for that."

By this 1ime Bill nai the docr open-
ed and the two, going 1o the office,
each one went to his own desk, and

the

began prepar:tions for his day's
work. One bv (ne the other elerks
and boys came in, and .1l settled
down to work, Walter (ame in a

little later than was his custom, and,
looking as innocent as a Jamh, he
said ““Good morning'’ to his two Me-
thodist friends, and then -~huckled to
himself as he went over to his own
desk.

“Some sport for me to-day,’’” said
the lad to himself as he laughed soit- |
ly. “Those two hypocrites acted the
part of rogues last night, but now it
is this chicken's turn to act the
rojgue. If those two lads only knew
how nicely I kept pace with them last
night, and how their little scheme is |
knocked on the head. Holy Moses!'
A Papist can be a rogue too when it
suits him.”’

“Walter,”” said Mr. Sims, coming
'over to the lad's desk, ‘‘here you
have been moping and speaking to
yourself for fully ten minutes. What
are you thinking of? Go to the post |
office and get back as quickly as you |
! can with the mail.” !

““‘Get back quickly,”” Walter |
as he ran swiftly along the street to |

|
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E. M. TIERNEY, Manager I
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circumstances are against poor Bill,
He is the only one who has a key
for the manager’'s office, and he knew
the money was left there. Again,
two boys of the office here say they
saw Bill coming out of the building
last night Bill says he was not
here. I hope the poor boy may he
able to clear himself.”

“I know something about that mon-
ey. I was here last night,” said
Walter, quietly.

For a few moments the bookkeeper
seemed stunned by the boy's words.
However, recovering bimself, he said
quickly:

“Eh? What? Is Bill Kelly inno-
cent? Speak, boy! Tell all you
know!"’

“I will,” said Walter. ‘‘Please

Some with me to Mr. Sims’ office.”
[n a few minutes the bookkeeper and

said | Walter were in the manager's office,

face to face with Bill Kelly and his

'the post office. “Well, I guess I will. | W0 false accusers.

Lots of fun in the office for me to-|
{day.
any time."

When Walter returned with the mail
he noticed all hands in the oiffice wear-
ing very serious faces.”

“It has begun,’”” he said,
will abide my time."”

2

He noticed, too, that Bill Kelly
and the two plotting boys were
not in the main oflice Going over

to the bookkeeper, Walter asked him
if he knew where Bill Kelly was. The
bookkeeper informed him that the
night before a very large sum of
money was taken from Mr. Sims’ of-
fice. ‘‘And,” the bookkeeper wound
up, ‘“‘nobody has a key to Sims’ of-
fice but Kelly.”

““And is Bill accused of taking the
monev?”’ asked Walter.

““Yes,"”” returned the bookkeeper,
“but I know he is not guilty."

““Then, why don’t you tell Mr. Sims |
that?"’ said the hoy. ‘

Can’t afford to miss fun at |Manager his

| unnoticed,

| brave boy.
| “I bhave already told Mr. Sims my |ly because he is a Catholic?
opinion, but, you see, Walter, so (url.m boss here, can’'t you give a fellow | “It might have lasted a great deal

One of the accusers was giving the
version of the story;
and, while the bookkeeper went over
to Bill's side, Walter by degrees and

to the speaker. Just as our young
hero reached his side, the lying rascal
said:

“And we saw Kelly shove the mon-
ey into his pocket, lock the drawer
quickly and run ofi.”

This was too much for Walter's
patience. ‘‘You pale-faced hvpocrite!”
he yelled, as his eves flashed fire, and
as he struck the rogue a stinging
blow between the two eves. The
bookkeeper rushed feiward, and,
catching hold of Walter, hrought him
over to the manager’s desk.

Mr. Sims stood up with an angry
lock. “Explain vour conduct, my
lad,” he said. ‘‘Why do you act in

such a way in my office?’

“Explain my conduct,” said the
“Will you hang Bill Kel-
If youn

moved nearer and nearer |

a fair chance to vindicate his char-
acter?”’
“What are you raving about, Wal-

ter?"’ asked Mr. Sims, looking puz-
tled.

“I know where your money is,”’
lad said.

“‘Oh, is that it?"’ said Mr.
“Well, tell us what you know.”’

““Searth those two rogues and you
wi!l find hali the money on each one.
Take off their boots, and in the sole
of every one of the four boots you
will find money.”
two rogues turned pale and
trembled as Walter continued:

“Those two lads tried for
time to get me to turn against

the

Sims.

The

some
Bill

| Kelly. As I had no desire to do
|so, T would not listen to them. I
heard the two form their little
scheme. I shadowed them. ‘ihey

came here and stole vour money. I
| heard them say that they would car-
tv the bills in their boots in case the
| office hands would be searched. That’s
{all. Take off their boots and get
| your money."’

“Take off vour boots ~nd turn over
that money,”’ said Mr. Sims to the
two ofienders.

Trembling from head to foot, as
cowards alwayvs do, the two lads
obeved, and in very short time, the
missing monev was lying on the desk

before Mr. Sims.
“Go to vour work, Bill Kelly,”
said the manager, kindly “Forget

{this little affair, and always be as
|good a bov vOou are now Go
vou, my brave boy,” he said to Wal

as

ter., “I will have something to say
in a few davs.” Then, turning to
the two culprits, ke said: “I will

not havesyvou arrested, but get your
| coats and hats, and get out of this
| building as quickly as you can.”

' Both did go, and very quickly too.
| “It was onlv a streak of ill luck,
{ Bill,” said Walter, as he and Kelly
{left the manager's office, ‘‘and lasted
| only for a short time."

Sunnyside Parlors

Perfect in its appointments, is opem
the year round. Perfect Floor, Card
Tables. Menus prepared to suit the
tastes and pockets of all. For infoe«
| mation telephore PARK 008,

Humber Beach Hotel
A splendid Plzce for Automebile aad
Driving parties. First-class meals, A
| select stock ol foreign and Domestie
drinks supplied. Open daily till 10 p.m.
Tel Park 328.

P. V. MEYER, Proprietresa,
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LUXFER PRISM C@., Ltd.

KING STREET WEST, -  TORONTC

longer,” said Bill, “were it not for
vour kindness and your cleverness. I
will never forget vou for it, Walter."”

“Hush, Bill,” returned Walter, with
a laugh. “that’s old woman talk, and
this chicken never liked old woman
talk.”

One trial of Mother Graves’ Worm
Exterminator will convince you that
it has no equal as a worm med’cine.
Buy a bottle and see il it doe: no¥

please vou.
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