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yourself ; He has cut you off, and now He has

taken you up, and set you before Him, that He
may talk to you of Himself and His ways. There
is no such blessed occupation as that,

If you look at t Thessalonians i. 3, 4, you see
the same Spirit producing the same thought, the
same desire. They are waiting for His Son from
heaven. That is the one Object I have before me,
he says, Christ Himself, and that I may know the
power of His resurrection. The first effect of the
gospel is that you become a waiting people ; the
effect of occupation with Christ is that you are
content to be a suffering people for His sake :
waiting for His Son, and suffering for His sake.
Whatever the past history may have been, that is
the place we can always take through God’s grace,,
where we can always find ourselves at home, We
shall never be disappointed if we are only content
to be a waiting and a suffering people with Christ ;
the Object before us there—Himself, and the
power of His resurrection, and waiting for Him.
self from heaven.. If we are just content with
that, we shall have no blighted hopes ; no short.
comings there, no expectations unfulfilled there,
nothing to mar nor to soil. Paul was not satisfied
with his own sufferings, but with the Object that
led him to suffer—satisfied with Himself for whom
we wait. That is the ground He sets before us ;
4 narrow path it may be, but a path that goes on
changelessly. The difficulty is, people try to make
out another pathway, and so sorrow comes in, and
trial.  People get distrustful and cast down be-
cause they look for something else. God sets be-
fore us the consequence of having to do with
Christ, and waiting for His coming. If | have
Christ in glory before me, I am a suffering person
here, and I am content to be it, because He is
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