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The insurance ivestigations |

A Deluge of now in progress have let
Malignant Slanders. |50 o deluge of most of-
fensive, most malignant per

sopalties 1in the American press
we may read remarks every day, in a daily paper,

that contain the vilest insinuations against all hife |

msurance officials and n disparagement of life in
surance business, which, day 1 and day out, 15 re-

WHL d as

newspaper reading public for sensational slanders

fraudulent. The greediness of thg
is discreditable to the age, it suggests doubts as to
the alleged moral elevation effected by the spread

of education
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Competition is one of the most
natural elements in
has been said indeed to be “the
life of trade.” Where trade con-
ditions are such as to be without
the competitive element the transacted
must be very restricted and stagnant. There may
be rivalry amongst those engaged in the same forms
of enterprize  without  such open competition as
manifests itself in cutting prices, a process which the
pubiic generally regards as the exclusive evidence
of comp tition.  The Underwriters' Associations are
understood to have established a common basis of
mtes which prevents competition.  The “Standard,”
Boston, gives an incident to show that competition
betweer: fire insurance companies is not as “impos-
sble” 4. some imagine, The residents at Benning-
ton, V't installed acetylene gas machines but ob-
jected 1 pay the extra rates mmposed by the New
Englan| Insurance Exchange, whereupon the Ben-
nington s secured insurance from agents outside
cont o1 of the N. E. Exchange at less than Ex-
rates.  Our contemporary remarks, “A cor-

ation may be without a soul but can hardly be
e from all suspicion of weak human nam‘,’(-,"
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question as to the dangerous nature of the devices,’
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and adds, “In view of the record there can be no

for using acetylene gas, and the ample justification
of the charges made by the New England Insurance
Exchange

-

The following table, given in
Blue
tonnage of saling and steam

Shipping of a recent Book, shows the

vessels of British and foreign

nationality entered and clear-

ed with cargoes and in ballast in the United King-
dom n the trade with British possessions

Year British Vessels, Forelgn Vessols

A similar table of tonnage for the trade with the
United States 1s

Other For-

elgn Vewsels
1,471,623
1,319,770
1,164,873
1,179,642
1,645,404

British
Vessols,
11,640,114
12,626,874
12,143,890
12,964 %53
11,829,772

United States
Vinne
549,025
479,464
2,921
HRH,6H0

701,240

Year,
1900..00es vennnninnnns
1901... .
1902.... .
1908...0 .
1904.... ...

The tonnage of entrances to ports in the United
Kingdom from foreign countries and British pos

sessions 15 as follows :

British
5,222,903
Huas 837

41445,6 100 G 1=4,487
15,776,205 6,748 247
b4 7,421,181

Forulgn
9,563

Year
1900.......
1ol ...
1902...
190%...

These figures show a considerable increase i the
shipping trade of the United Kingdom between 1900
and 1904. When the tonnages of the British and
foreign vessels are aggregated and compared we
get these results, the mncrease of British vesscls was
24 0/0, and increase of foreign vessels 51 0/0 he-
tween 1900 and 1004,




