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This book is designed to furnish a critical analysis

of the principles of state government in the United

States. Beginning with a statement of the principles

upon which the governments of the original states were

established, it explains how the original forms of gov-

ernment have developed in response to changing condi-

tions, how the present state governments are meeting

present needs, and concludes with a brief consideration of

some of the contemporary plans for further reform.

Why should we change our form of government? Has

the time come for discarding the eighteenth century

doctrine of the division of powers.' These are some of

the more fundamental questions to which the book at-

tempts to give an answer. But the book is not solely

concerned with the political philosophy of American state

government. It also treats of the more practical problems

arising out of the growth of the functions of the modern

state and the increase of its administrative activities.
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