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Peach-aphis of New York State, whoio it liau done a great deal of harm. It belongs

to the plant-louse family, and, as its name says, it is black. It does injury to both

the roots and twigs of the peach tree. When occurring on the twigs and branches

it is very easily treated with the well known standaid remedy for sucking insects,

coal oil and poap suds. When found at the root the diflSculties of treatment are

greater, because any applications to tho surface simply drive the insects further

down towards the young tips of the roots, and there they do injury by sucking out

the juice, and prevent the young feeding rootlets from performing their proper

funciions.

Protessor J. B. Smith, of New Brunswick, Now Jersey, has tried very extensive

experiments with kainit, and he has found where it is applied the insect has been

cheeked and the tree very much invigorated and improved in health. The
application he rocomraendK is 10 lbs. to each tree, spread over the surface of the

soil where it is dissolved by rain and washed into the soil. This is ano'her in-

stance showing how we have the advantage, in dealing with many of tho imported

insects, of the experience of our friends to tho south, and are able to check them
upon their fiist appearance, with the remedies which experience has shown to be

best. Some of the oiohards near Leamington where this trouble has occurred have

been treated with kainit, and further applications will be made in tho spring.

By Mr. Carpenter t

Q. Have you estimated the probable expense of the treatment?—A. That is a

matter that will depend upon the deratind tor kainit. Tho cost has been high in

Canada heretofore, because there has bien a very small demand for it. During the

last year it has been very largely used in New York State and it is used to some

extent in Canada as a fertilizer, hut the price varies. I do not know if Professor

Robertson is aware of the present price.

Professor Robertson.—I think the last quotation I saw was very much lower

than formerly, about $1G a ton.

Bv Mr, McGregor

:

Q. Would not fresh ashes have tho same result?—A. To some extent they

would but they have not been found as effective as the kainit. They have been used

and are certainly a wonderful fertilizer for the trees, but tho i-esults are not so satis-

factory, as far as the insects are concerned, as those obtained from tho kainit, which,

if Prof. Smith's experiments are contirnied, are very remarkable.

HOUSEHOLD INSECT PESTS.

Moths.—Another branch of insect life that lias been brought prominently for-

ward during the past year is household pests. In Toronto there seems to have been

almost a plague of carpet moths, and this is a subject that is of interest to every-

body, because there are very few of us that have not had the annoyance of finding

that our clothes have been destroyed by carpet moths, and to find out the best means
to prevent this loss is a matter that is well worthy of consideration by all. Tho chief

thing, really, I suppose, is to keep our eyes open and notfce when the moiths first

begin to appear. Moths are beginning to occur now, and those of us who have not

put away our winter furs and clothes had better do eo as soon as possible and put

them away in a tight leceptacle, so that the moths cannot get at them to lay their

eggs on ihem. The life history is so well known, and perhaps is well known to

everybody hero as to make at clear that the moth itself does no injury to our

clothes; U is all done by the little caterpillars which come from the eggs laid by

the female moths. The moths are naturally attracted by any material which will

provide suitable food for their young. They lay their eggs on any cloth or any

material made of animal substances. Our clothes are made of wool and these form

proper food for these minute caterpillars. Cotton is a vegetable material, so that it
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