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ZJO THE PERSONAL LIFE OF QUEEN VICTORIA

Prince Imperial at the hands of the Zulus, and the im-

possibility there was of preserving his body for the Empress

to take a last look at it, the Queen so far relaxed her regu-

lations as to permit the various accessories for embalming

being taken out when one of the royal family undertook

foreign service. The wisdom of this arrangement has been

sadly seen in the case of Prince Henry of Battenberg.

Her Majesty is a little behind the spirit of the times

in regard to regulations for mourning. She advocates

absolute retirement for a time in the case of bereaved

people, and the most lugubrious signs of outward mourning.

It would seem, also, that she does; not favour the re-marriage

of widows, judging from the significant fact that not one

of the royal widows, be she young or be she middle-aged,

has been provided ah a second husband. In the case

of widowers Her Majesty's strictures are not so severe.

She has instituted several changes with regard to royal

weddings. She herself set the example of being married

in the morning, royal marriages having formerly been

celebrated in an evening It was not customary in former

reigns for royalties to retire for a honeymoon ; His Majesty

King George III. remained at St. James's and held levees

immediately after his marriage. The Queen and Prince

Albert had a brief honeymoon of two days at Windsor

;

then the Duchess of Kent and all the Court came flocking

down to escort the royal pair back to a round of functions

and festivities in London. Even that very young bride

the Princess Royal had, like her mother, only two days

of absolute retirement. Since that the royal honeymoons

have been gradually increasing in length, and the latest


