
NOTE.

The most important Md, on the whole, tnutworthy life

of Sheridan i» that of Moore, published in 1825, nine

years after Sheridan's death, and founded upon the

fullest information, with the help of all that Sheridan
had left behind in the way of papers, and all that the

family could furnish—along with Moore's own personal

recollectiona It is not a very characteristic piece of work,
and greatly dissatisfied the friends and lovers of Sheridan

;

but its authorities are nnimpeachabl& A previous
Memoir by Dr. Watkins, the work of a political opponent
and detractor, was without either this kind of authorisa-

tion or any grace of personal knowledge, and has fallen

into oblivi Very different is the brief sketch by the
well-known ofessor Smyth, a most valuable and inter-

esting contribution to the history of Sheridan. It con-

cerns, indeed, only the later part of his life, but it is

the most lifelike and, under many aspects, the most touch-
ing contemporary portrait that has been made of him.
With the professed intention of making up for the
absence of character in Moore's Life, a small volume of

SHERroANiANA was published the year after, which is

full of amusing anecdoies, but little, if any, additional
information. Other essays on t' a subject have been many.


