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York guard suspected of fraud

by Peter Stathiy

here is a quiet controversy
goingonat York involving a
staff member and the admin-
Istration. The case has now super-
ceded campus authorities and
gone into independent arbitration

Heliodoro Rodrigues. a Parking
Control Officer (PCO) and 21-
year York employee, was fired on
March 30th following an allega-
tion that he sold an out-of-date
parking stub to a York student

The student claimed she bought
the invalid ticket from a man who
fit Rodrigues’ description. Secur-
Ity was later able to trace
Rodrigues as the person working
at that specified booth at that
specified time

Rodrigues adamantly denies
any fraudulent act on his part. He
told Excalibur that Security would
not even produce his accuser for a
direct identification. He asserted
there was no substantial proof of
any wrong-doing. only circum-
stantial evidence that has made
him look bad. "I am guilty before
even having a chance to prove my
innocence,” said Rodrigues

Security had originally sus-
pended Rodrigues without pay
pending an investigation into the
student’'s accusation. Their inves-
tigationrevealed “irregularities”
which led them to believe he was
involved in other fraudulent acts
Based on this. Security felt they
had just grounds to terminate him

Security's official report docu-
ments that the ticket which
Rodrigues had sold on March 15th
had been sold previously by him
on January 8th. When asked by
Eric Pond. Assistant Director of
Security. if he had any more old
parking stubs in his possession
Rodrigues claimed he did not. but
after being asked to empty out his
pockets, he produced 10 parking
stubs. four of which had been
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stamped. The other six. however
were blank, and of these two sets
were consecutively numbered

During the investigation
Rodrigues explained that “occa-
sionally a driver would ask him if
he would dispose of a number of
stubs the driver had retained in his
car over the course of time

When asked specifically about
the blank stubs. Rodrigues con-

Centre offers counselling for sexually-abused women

Overcom/ng childh

hl Vichele Greene

he Counselling and Devel-

opment Centre (CDC)
offers counselling for
women sexually abused as child-

ren. It offered a ten week group
session in January and is planning
two more for the next fall/winter
term.said Dr. Karen Solomon. co-
leader for the group

One group would support
women who have talked
about their experiences and have
yet to come to terms with it The
second group would serve women
who have come much further in
their healing process Starting
dates will depend on when their
funding arrives

never

problem-solving togethe: They
discuss how to overcome their
childhood experience and the
resulting long range effects

The
for all members. No one
to contribute If they
fortable The
vide an environment where adults
are in control of what happens to
them. which i1s something they did
not have when they were children
explained Solomon

group discussion 1s open
Is forced
feel uncom-
group aims to pro

Solomon and Weinberg
decided to form a group for
women because girls are sexually

abused more often than boys
although recent findings show
more boys abused than originally
thought Including men in the

“female victims of sexual abuse have
difficulty in trusting others”

Solomon and Joyce Weinberg
a York psychology student finish
ing her Ph.D. and Director of the
Childhood Sexual Abuse Pro-
gramme at the York-Finch Hospi-
tal for the past saw a
need to add a group therapy' to
Individual counselling. said
Solomon
The objective of the group is to
provide a safe environment where
women can share their experien-
ces with others who have been
sexually abused as children them
selves. Through this programme
they learn to cope with the effects
as adults, said Solomon. Members
support each other and do
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group might intimidate women

since men were their abusers The
women s reluctance to share the
feelings could hamper the healing
;"ll)(,“\."\

The group attracted 12 calls in
January; nine of the women who

The CDC
received 20 calls
from interested women after the
session began Since the
was full. the CDC
women to other clinics that pro-
within the

called participated
another 15 to

group
referred the
vide similar services
city. said Solomon
One problem with clinics that
provide counselling for victims of

child sexual abuse is they are very

popular Many clinics have exten-
waiting lists 1ined
%ul«mum Forexample. the Barbra

chlifer Commemorative Clinic
for Women Who Were Victims of

s|ve e x[)h

Violence. in Toronto. has closed
Its waliting list, which 1s a yeat
long Schlifer was a young

Toronto woman who was sexually
assaulted and brutally murdered
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fessed that although it is
lar,” he often takes extra
tickets to sell at other booths. But
he insisted that he always pays for
them and puts the money in the
daily cashbox. What had hap

Irrequ-
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pened he said was that the
stamped and unstamped tickets
were all mixed together in his

pocket and he had just forgotten
to throw them away

Rodrigues told Excalibur that
he was intimidated by Pond into
emptying out his pockets and
allowing him to search his lunch
bag. locker and vehicle He claims
Pond told him to cooperate or else
he would call in the police to con-
duct the search

In his official statement
Rodrigues states that Pond
“seriously violated [his] constitu
tional rights” by searching his
person and private automobile In
the report to Security. however
Pond contended that Rodrigues
refusal to allow a search would
have been construed as casting
doubt on his statements

Security has asked Rodrigues
to sign his letter of termination
but he has refused. considering it
a “dirty paper meant to exact a
confession of guilt fromhim “lam
sure that students wouldn't like it if
they knew that we [York staff]
were treated so disrespectfully
sald Rodrigues

Instead. Rodrigues has filed a
wrongful dismissal grievance with
his union against the university

od tra

limits the number of clients that
can be counselled Solomon said
the CDC's group also experiences
these problems. but the CDC s
ready to help anyone who calls
and s capable of referring women
to other clinics

Solomon said. as adults, female
victims of childhood sexual abuse

have difficulty in trusting others

on the night of hei
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According to Solomon. there
are clinics in the city which oper
ate on a fee for service basis. but
many of the interested women do
not have the money. Also
although there are very good male
therapists. many women prefer
female therapists This effectively

Aaren Solomon

comfortably expressing their feel-
Ings. and forming close. intimate
relationships with men. Some
suffer from depression and lack
self-esteem and
Many experience medical prob-
lems as a result of the abuse such
as migraine headaches and
gastro-intestinal difficulties

confidence

Most children are abused by an
adult they know who is in a posi-
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The
immediately rein

union demands that he be

tated with all

lost wages. benefits and seniort
to be restored

Rodrigues points to his spotlos:
record and gqood reputat
among his co-workers and f
hat these will be ruined becan
of the university's unfam decision
In trying to find another job  h
sdays l‘[l\[*[lJyl'Y‘ al€ DU "H 1O Of
anyone who leaves a long
standing job especially when
they discover he has been

charged with fraud whether o

not he 1s convicted

Tom Seager. aretired PCO from
the Security department 1s aiding
Rodrigues in his legal battle
against the university He
tends that the entire case against
Rodrigues is based on very shaky
ground

Seage!

con-

Rodrigues
> Opportunity
face to
identification

believes
should have had the
to confront his acc
face for a positive
Even so according to Seager the
accusation simply comes down to

usel

Rodrigues word against that of
the student “It's not as If he were
caught red-handed =~ he said As

for the parking stubs they provide
only circumstantial
which may look incriminating. but

which does not prove Rodrigues

evidence

guilt

Pam MacDonald Director of
Security and Parking Seivices
would not offer any turther con
to Excalibur pei
arbitration

ments aAdimng

results of the

tion of authority. according to
Solomon. The sexual abuse can
range from inappropriate hugging
and fondling to penetration. Usu-
ally. the “shameful secret
says. IS concealed others
Often. even if children report the
Incident to adults, the adults do
not believe them or tell them to
forget about it

she
from

One of the

O reduce the

most effective ways
ot child
hood sexual abuse. ac ording to
Solomon is through parenting
training Often. parents who were
children thein
own children. so this method tries

ncidence

abused as abuse

to break the cycle of nlence
before 1t 1s passed on froni genoa
tlon to generatior

Anyone interested it counse
ling programme or « rerral 18
welcome to call [0 ornoi at
x55297

LET US PREPARE YOU
FOR THE
JUNE 11, 1990 LSAT

OR THE
JUNE 16, 1990 GMAT

® Each course consists of 20 hours
instruction for only $160 or 32
hours for only $225
® Courses are tax deductible
® Complete review of each section
of each test
® Extensive home study materials
® Your course may be repeated at
no additional charge
Classes for the June 11, 1990 LSAT
20 hour course June 2, 3, 1990
32 hour course May 19, 20, June 2, 3, 1990

Classes for the June 16 GMAT

20 hour course June 8, 9, 10, 1990

32 hour course May 26, 27, June 9, 10, 1990
For information

GMAT/LSAT Preparation Courses

(416) 923-PREP




